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Chartes Arthur 

Science Editor 


Human dones douid in principle be 
created in less than two years, the so? 
entist who led the. team which pro- 
duced Dolly, the cloned sheep, said 
yesterday. 

News of the breathrough in tech- 
nology, revealed just 11 days ago, has 
given fresh hope to" those hoping for 
a form of immortality through “cty~ 
auks”- the freezing of tissues at death: 

However, any such attempts seem 
likely to meet a wail of intense public 
hostility, according loan endusive Har- 
ris poll for The Independent which finds 
that 72 per cent of the public think that 
such work “should never be allowed, 
and all .research into it should be 
stopped.” Another 19 per cent thought 
the research should be allowed to con- 
tinue, understrict controls, with a de-' 
rision taken later. Only 4 per cent think 
that such cloning should he allowed 
when it becomes possible. 

That majority view was echoed by 
Dr Ian Wilmut, of the Rodin Institute 
in Edinburgh, -where Dolly was re- 
vealed to the world last month. He told 
MP5: We would find this kind of woric 
with human embryos offensive. We 
would support wholeheartedly the 
idea of prohibition in the most effec- 
tive possible way.” 

But he said there was no reason why 
the technique could-not be applied to 
humans by sufficiently determined 
researchers. “3Tve hesitated to make 
predictions, but Fm sure if you reafly 
wanted to do it, yon could do it,** he 
added. Dr Wflmut was giving evidence 
to a hastily called session of the cross- 


party Commons Select Committee 
on Science and Technology to inves- 
! tigate .doning. 

. Supporters of cryogenics have for 
■ yearshoped that by freezing their bocT 
jesat fteppim of deaih they could sur- 
vive long enough for the technology to 
develop so they could be revived.. A 
numbeT of US companies offer “freeze 
storage” on that basts. In principle, it 
might be possible to find a suitaUe cell 
from which to clone the dead person. 
A Norwegian man, Trygve Bauve, has 
become one of the first to say that his 
frozen grandfather, Bredo Morstol, 
could- be brought back to life by 
doning. The body has been kept cov- 1 
ered in fipzencaxban dkudde inashed 
m Boulder County .since 1994. 

. The Independent poll found that54 
per cent of people would support doc- 
tor s being able to use genetic manip- 
ulation on test-tube babies to prevent 
them, having serious- inherited dis- 
easesand disabilities. Only 35 per cent 
.opposed the idea. But 77 percent opY 
pose using sircb techniques to choose 
the sex of -a test-tube baby, with just 
15 per cent irr favour. 

- Professor Graham fioffield, diree- 
tor of the Rocdm Institute, admitted 
that he could see in extends cite um- 
stances where someone somewhere in 
the world might, attempt human 
_ doning. But Dr Wilmut said its sug^ 
gesled applications made no sense. 

. “The idea that you can bring back a 
child, that you can bring badcyoiir fa- 
ther.it is snnpfy nqtsenskaL Yon (an 
make a genetically identical copy, but 
yon can't get hack the person you have 
lost,” That may put the cryogenic lob- 
by's enthusiasm bade on ice. . 



Tate your pick: A selection of Thorntons chocolate party leaders gives the floating voter something to chew on Photograph: Tony Buckingham 

Box beckons for sweet talkers 


Anthony Bevins 
and John Rentoul 


The prospect of a television-led 
election, dominated ly head-to-head 
debates between leading politicians, 
including John Major and Tbny 
Blair, is being talked up by Tbry 
sources at Westminster. 

One Cabinet source said he 
looked forward with “relish* 7 to a 
clash of the leaders, but also to live 
debates between ministers and their 
Labour shadows: with Michael Hes- 
eitine pitted against John Prescott; 
Kenneth Clarke up against Gordon 
Brown and Malcolm Rifkind versus 


Robin Cook. Mr Blair has indicat- 
ed that he would debate with Mr Ma- 
jor in any setting. Qose colleagues 
of die Prime Minister say that, giv- 
en the polls, be now has nothing to 
lose by picking up the Labour 
leader’s gauntleL 

One broadcaster said yesterday 
that the man with the biggest prob- 
lem could be Mr Blair. “Being so far 
ahead in the polls, would he want to 
risk it?” he asked. 

That point was underlined by to- 
day's first pre-election Harris poll for 
The Independent: it gives Labour a 
21 -point lead over the Conservatives. 
The lead is bolstered by the finding 


that 62 per cent of Labour voters say 
they will “certainly" vote Labour, 
while only 50 per cent of those who 
intend to vote Tory say they will 
certainly do so. 

But head-to-head debates can be 
volatile. Harold Wilson said after his 
debate challenge had been rejected 
by Sir Alec Douglas-Home, the in- 
cumbent Prime Minister, in 1964. that 
he had been glad because a fit of 
hiccups could have lost it for him. 

The Conservatives will insist on a 
strong invigilator, and. if there is an 
audience or questions from viewers 
and listeners, careful vetting of 
participants. Mr Major said in an in- 


terview on BBC television's A lews- 
nighi on Wednesday that he antici- 
pated fighting a high-profile 
“pereonaT campaign on the policy 
divide between the contenders. 

Bui Tory sources believe the depth 
and breadth of Mr Major’s knowl- 
edge would "shine through" in tele- 
vised confrontations with the “very 
inexperienced" Mr Blair and Mr 
Ashdown. 

The most significant question that 
remains to be settled is broadcasting 
"balance", and the requirement to 
provide Mr Ashdown with a role in 
the debate. 

Independent poll, page 8 


Labour 
chief in 
perks 
row 
quits 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

Two leading councOiors in Don- 
caster have resigned following 
allegations that they took unau- 
thorised trips abroad and had 
drunken “working" lunches on 
council taxpayers' money. 

Doncaster Council leader, 
councillor Peter Welsh, and his 
deputy. Ray Stockhill, have 
stood down in the wake of a 
damning District Auditor's re- 
port published last month. 

The Independent revealed ex- 
clusively three weeks ago that 
the report raised doubts about 
the legality of trips abroad tak- 
en by a number of councillors 
and it criticised the council for 
poor financial control. The 
council has withdrawn credit 
cards from all councillors and all 
but six council officers and has 
banned all trips to conferences, 
both domestic and abroad. 

The councillors were under 
pressure from Labour Party 
HQ to stand down after the is- 
sue embarrassed the Labour 
leader, Tony Blair, who had 
been advised of the problems a 
year ago. Mr Welsh and anoth- 
er leading councillor, Tony Sel- 
lars. also failed to be shortlisted 
for the local vacant Don Valley 
seal after the revelations became 
public. Mr Sellars, who is deputy 
mayor recently derided not to 
stand as mayor because of the 
District Auditor’s report. 

Yesterday. Mr Welsh ac- 
knowledged the embarrassment 
councillors had caused. “After 
careful consideration 1 have 
decided to step down as leader 
of Doncaster Council. Allega- 
tions have been made which I 
need to clear up. and out of re- 
spect to the Labour Group and 
ray colleagues, I feel at this time 
this is the only action I can 
take," he said in a statement. 

Both men are to continue in 
their position of ward council- 
lors on the council. 



Steve Boggan and 
Charles Arthur 


A watered-down version of a damning 
meat hygiene repent which the Gov- 
ernment claims was nor suppressed was 
held back from a group ot experts who 
wrotethe original 
Three of thle seven experts, whose re- 
port imb ‘Britain’s abattoirs ma de grave 
warning; about £. coS pOBomng, told 
77u? Independent yesterday that a fresh 
version— removing aH mention of E. cad 
- wasuever shownto them. - 
The orifpnal report, scheduled, for 
abhcatiCHUn March last year, would 
ave severely embarrassed foe Gov- 
ernment, coming just as. Stephen Dor- 
re]],! the Secretary oTState for Health, 
announced a link between BSEand its 

"homaucounterpartCID*SiiKetbrij f 21 

peopfe have diedfo/E e»5outbreaks m 


The revelations came on a day when 
ministers faced widespread criticfcm over 
pabhchealto^andan&.AstbeTrimeMfo- 
cter and Douglas H ogg, the Agricuhme' 
Minister, yesterday soogbttO re-assure 
Parliament that they did not suppress die 
abattoir report, it was disclosed that al- 
most 100 peoj^ in tfoSouth-east had fatt- 
en ill from drinking contaminated water 
and the British Medical Association had 
■ wanted of a retiirh to Victorian Standards 
of public health- 

. Mr HpggWas forced to niake;a state- 
ment in the Commons following claims* 
by Professor KD Swarm, deputy chief vet- 
erinary officer for the Rqjral Society for 
foe Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
that a report on standards raBritish abat- 
* toizs. compiled for foe Ministry of Agri- 
culture's MeatHygiene Service (MHS), 
was suppressed: .. V - V . • - 

: Aim^foose who said they, hx* were 
Jreptmthe dark over the report was. Pro- 


fessor Hugh Pennington, head of foe 
team investigating the E. cod outbreak 
which has killed 18 people in Central 
Scotland. He said he was “angry” that 
he had not been told about it. Also left 
oft its circulation list were the inde- 
pendent Spongiform Encephalopathy 
Advisory Committee (Seac), which ad- 
vises foe Government on BSE, and the 
National Farmers' Union. 

The original report into a £lm audit 
of over 400 slaughterhouses was edited 
by Professor Swann while he headed an 
audit team for foe MHS. It expressed 
concern over the slaughtering of animals 
whose hides and fleeces were contami- 
nated with faeces and highlighted a raft 
of other hygiene concerns, which were 
edited down in the final version. 

The original report said: "Organisms 
such a s Escherichia cod 0157 and sal- 
monella can be introduced into the plant 
on the skins of dirty livestock.” It rec- 


ommended introducing a national pol- 
ity on contamination of abattoirs by 
livestock and was submitted to the 
MHS in December 1995. Professor 
Swann said it was to have been published 
in March 1996 but be was put under pres- 
sure to water down its findings and it fi- 
nally appeared in an edited form, and 
without his knowledge, in August 1996. 

Yesterday, the Ministry of Agriculture. 
Fisheries and Food (MAFF) said the re- 
port was circulated to interest groups. 

But Professor Swann said: "I wasn’t 
made aware of this final version until to- 
day. ...Jam furious that MAFF should 
have pul out in an edited version with 
my name on it without my consent. 1 
would not have given that consent." 

Two of the expens contacted by The 
Independent were also not sem the final 
version. 

Further reports, page 5 
Leader, page 17 


QUICKLY 


Euro-tax body 

Ideas for a European fiscal cit- 
izenship leading to foe estab- 
lishment of a European tax 
authority are to discussed at a 
high-level meeting on tax re- 
form next week Page 14 

School tables alert 

Parents are today receiving writ- 
ten "health warnings" from bead 
teachers urging than to treat pri- 
mary-school league tables pub- 
lish^ for foe firs time next week 
for 11-year-olds with extreme 
caution Page 10 

Football trial replay 

Football stars Bruce Grobbe- 
(aar, John Fash an u and Hans 
Segers are to be re-tried on 
charges that they corruptly con- 
spired to fix Premier League 
football matches for a Far East- 
ern syndicate, foe Crown Pros- 
ecution Service confirmed 
yesterday. Page 4 



Pony-tailed thief takes Picasso for ride 


Asob Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 



A man brandishing a sawn-off shot- 
gun fook lees than a minute to steal 
a Picasso painting worth about 
£600,009 from a cbmmereiai galleiy 

in foe centre ofLoudon yesterday be- 


S ytea wo : *Tete de Fame*. 


GaBoy staff chased foe robber; who 
was described as looking tike ap “art 
-i ft i Miivtf *, bnt he threatened foam with 
r the gan., . . 

: Ail experts before the pai n tin g , 
’ named tke DeFeoaut, an impres- 
sionistieportrait painted in 1939 by 
Pablo Picasso of. his then mistress 


- Dora Mam; may have been stolen to 
order: Bat it is probably unsaleable. 

- The raid took place at about Ilam 
when the man, who made no effort to 
hide his face and was captured on the 
shop’s surveillance camera, stroBed 
into the Lefevre Galley Bruton Street, 

Jacqirie Cartwright a sales assis- 
tant, sakk/^He looted like an art stu- 
dent with long hair in a pony-tafl. 
Be asked foe price of the painting and 
I answered him. 

- "Then he Uridine he bad a shotgun 
and he wanted foe picture. 

“I said 1 beg yoor pardon*. 

“HesanTGetit off foe wall forme*, 
and I said 1 couldn't. I told him to get 


ft himself, so be did and then be ran 
out.” 

Members of staff followed the flee- 
ing man who had a taxi wafting near- 
by. The thief pointed his shotgun out 
of the cab window before ordering the 
unwitting driver to take him to 
Wimbledon in south-west London- 

The taxi drbrvt, who was left a £10 
tip and the picture frame on the back 
seat, contacted the police after drop- 
ping off his passenger. 

Martin Summers, the managing cii- 
rector of the gallery said foe gunman 
took only 35 seconds to carry out the 
raid. **Jt didn’t seem that be took the 
picture at random,” be said. 


•The oil painting is 60cm by 45cm 
large and had been insured for Sim. 
The insurers have offered £50,000 re- 
ward. It bad been recently bought by 
the gallery. Previously it bad been 
owned by tbe Picasso family collection. 

Mark Dalrymple. the loss adjuster, 
said (he painting was “impossible" to 
sell on the open maiiet because it was 
so well known. 

The owner of a nearby art gaBery, 

Roy Miles, suggested that ft may 
have been stolen to order. 

"Obviously, a private buyer want- 
ed a Picasso and will now hide it away 
and exuoy it privately, unless the po- 
lice find him,” he said. 
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Life Cover from Abbey National 
ccuJd offer financial security for 
as little as £6 a month. 
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Express train derailed 

near Devon station 


A fail-sciie emergency operation was launched Iasi nighi after a 
rush-hour hi^h-speed train came off the rails near Newton Abbott 
station in Devon. Early reports could not clarify how many people 
on the train - Great Western’s 15.35pm service from London 
Paddington to Penzance - were injured. Il was thought the train 
had been travelling at low speed at the time of the incident. 

Tlie derailment occurred at the height of the rush-hour, shortly 
before 7pm. A Devon police spokesman said all available rescue 
services were heading for the scene. “We don’t yet know how many* 
people were on board or if there are any injuries, but we have 
drafted in emergency services from neighbouring areas to assist. As 
far as we know the whole train has come off the 'rails somewhere 
on the Teign mouth side of Newton Abbott. ” he said. Delavs were 
expected while the track was cleared. Matthew Brace 


Lib Dems launch green guarantee 

The Liberal Democrats yesterday unveiled their green programme 
to eut pollution. >ave energy and protect wildlife habitats. The 
party prides itself on being the most environmentally friendly of 
the three mu in parties. Matthew Taylor, the party's environment 
spokesman, launched Our Green Guarantee, anil declared that it 
set the green agenda for the 21st century. 

The guarantee sets out 111 key priorities: Cutting VAT and 
employers' national insurance contributions and introducing a new- 
carbon tax: cutting road tax from £145 to £10 on cars with smaller 
engines: introducing a major energy conservation programme 
targeted on low-income and high-need households: reforming the 
Common Agricultural Pol icy scrapping the Common Fisheries 
Policy and replacing it with a Europe-wide system of regional 
fisheries!! raproving the rail network and setting new targets for 
reducing pollution and waste. 

Jerry Lewis on West End stage 

The American comedian 



Jerry Lewis will be the latest 
Hollywood star to make a late 
debut on the West End stage. 
Lewis, 70. (left) will head the 
all-American east of Damn 
Yankees at the Adclphi 
Theatre from June. He has 
already had a hit with the 
classic musical on Broadway 
and an American (our. Lewis 
will join Gene Wilder and 
Jessica Lange, who are 
already starring in West End 
productions. From the world 
of television. Northern 


lig\ wire's Rob Morrow is appearing in Birdy. Lewis, who has 
acted, directed, written and produced more than 60 films, became a 
legend in partnership with Dean Martin, but they split in acrimony 
alter 10 vears. 


Peugeot unions call overtime ban 

Union leaders ves 


caders yesterday called an overtime ban at the Peugeot car 
plant in Coventry to be followed by an all-out strike unless 


management settles a pay claim and withdraws plans for longer 

’ Workers' Union and 


shifts. Members of the Transport and General 
the .Amalgamated Engineering and Electrical Union will refuse to 
work overtime from next week Friday and walk out on indefinite 
strike a week later. 

The decision to delay the start of disruption allow* breathing 
.space for negotiations. At Jvoco Ford workers have voted to fight 
the closure of the plant at Slough. Berkshire. Barrie Clement 


plant at Slough. 

Two remanded on rape charges 

Two men were remanded in custody for a week yesterday accused 
of raping a girl under the age of lb. John Hammond, 71, and 
Richard Mulryne.-28. both "from Portsmouth. Hampshire, face 
charges of raping the same girl. Mr Hammond is alleged to have 
carried out the assault between 1 January 1994 and 31 December 
199t>. while Mr Mulryne is alleged to have raped the girl between 1 
January 1W and n March 1997. 

Thcv were remanded in custody by Portsmouth magistrates until 
13 March. Both men were arrested during dawn raids by 
Hampshire Police on Wednesday when ll people were taken into 
custody after a major investigation into alleged child abuse. 


Obsessed teenager hanged himself 

A tcenascr who became obsessed by the dealnof the rock star 


Kurt Cobain and was "brain-washed'' by his lyrics hanged himself 
in his mother’s spare bedroom, an inquest was told yesterday. 

Nidi' *|as Povx-v. 1 7. idolised the lead singer of Nirvana who shot 
himself in April 1994. Nicholas left behind a folder in which he had 
scribhk-d lyrics written by the band. 

His mother. Lyneiic Griffiths, told the inquest at Portsmouth. 
Hampshire that her son had become brain-washed by Cobain's 
death. In a statement read to the hearing she said Nicholas 
"idolised'’ the rock star and said had no other reason to kill himself. 
His body was found hy his step-father at their home in Portsmouth. 
on 12 January. The coroner James Kenrov. recorded a verdict of 
suicide, saving: “Clearly he had come under the influence of this 
particular rock star. It seemed from his writings that he had almost 
an ohsessii >n with his music and lyrics and he clearly had idolised 
him. tragically where he wished to follow his idol even into death." 
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Brigitte Bardot and friends: Her comments hurt her son and ex-husband (Photograph? FSP) 


Bardot in the doghouse for 
wishing her son was a 



B rigitte Bardot and her publisher have been or- 
dered to pay £28.000 in damages for hurtful re- 
marks about her son and ex-husband in her 
best-selling autobiography. 

A French court rejected their demand that the of- 
fending chapters - including a reference to her unborn 
son as a "cancerous tumour” —should be excised from 
future editions. Instead, the court ordered that the book 
should carry a kind of legal health warning, labelling 
certain passages as an invasion of personal privacy. 

Jacques Chanter and his son, Nicolas, now 36, had 
claimed damages of more than Elm for the 80-odd 
pages about them in the worldwide best-seller, Initiate 
BB, published last year. Ms Bardot and her publish- 
er, Grasset, have been ordered to pay £17,000 to Mr 
Chanter, her second husband, and £1 1 ,000 to her son. 

The retired actress. 62, now best known for her sup- 
port for animal causes and the far-right Front Nation- 
al, is estimated to have earned at least £3m from the 
prize-winning book. In it, she describes her horror at 
finding herself pregnant in 1959: “I looked at my flat, 
slender belly in tire minor like a dear friend upon whom 
I was about to dose a coffin lid.” 


’ She revealed that in an attempt to abort the.chfld, 
she had repeatedly punched herself in the stomach 
and asked her doctor for morphine 
Lawyers acting for her son, now living in Oslo, also 
complained that he had been deeply wounded her 
remarks at a press conference, when «he said she 
would have “preferred to give birth to a tittle dog". • 
Mr Charrier senior complained of her baiefully de- 
tailed account of their brief and disastrous marriage.^] 
Ms Bardot described him, inter alia, as afeUed singer 
and actor who drowned his professional dlsappofrtf- 
ments in drink and back-biting. 

Despite her own initial rejection of her baby, sfraateo 
complained that Mr Charrier had deprived her of ac- 
cess to her son for “triviaT (literally, In the French, “pe- 
nis-nibbling"} reasons. 

Her lawyers had told the court that Ms Bardot's book 
had violated no-one's privacy but her awn. As “the most 
famous Frenchwoman in the wo rid", Ms Bardot had 
the right to speak frankly of her own nfe. Thpyalso J 
argued that the remarks about her son could noTj 
be an invasion of his private lifebecause, at the time, 
he was only a foetus. John Lichfield, Pans 


Attlee was really 
a Tory, says his 
daughter-in-law 


Clement Attlee (right), the Labour 
leader whose landmark election 
victory in 1945 toppled Winston 
Churchill, whose reforms estab- 
lished the Welfare State and who 
is a political hero of Tony Blair, 
was secretly a Tory, his daughter- 
in-law said yesterday. 

Margaret, Countess Attlee, whose 
stepson this week announced his 
intention to transfer allegiance 
from the cross-benches in the 
Lords and join the Conservative 
peers, added that her late hus- 
band, the second Earl Attlee had 
discussed with Tory whips his de- 
sire to cross the floor in the days 
just before his death. Indeed, the 
second Earl had never taken the 
Labour whip in the Lords when he 
succeeded the title after the death 
of his father in 1967. 

“I find it of interest that his son, 
the third Earl, has also committed 
himself by pledging his allegiance 
to the Tories," she said. “But l 
have always believed that Clement 
was a Conservative with a con- 
science. He was not a tremendous 
left-winger and that was the family 
tradition." 



But the late prime minister's 
politics were always at odds with 
his family, said his cousin, He>en 
Rogers: “He was known as Bol- 
shie Clem in the family. It was 
seen as rather amusing that he 
became a Labour MR" she said. 

“The rest of the family voted 
Tory and it was quite a surprise 
that Clem went the other way." 

Some members of the family re- 
fused to speak fo Attlee when he 
first joined the Labour Party. 

Mrs Rogers' mother. Hilda At- 
tlee, apparently said: "I won't have 
that man in my house again." But 
once he was prime minister she 
held a party in his honour. 

Kate Watson-Smyth 


Whitelaw fined 
over road crash 


The former deputy prime minister 
and home secretory. Lord 
Whitelaw, was fined £75 for care- 
less driving yesterday after a court 
heard his Range Rover was in- 
volved in an accident that left three 
elderty people Injured. . 

Lord Whitelaw, 78, entered a 
guilty plea to driving without due 
care and attention before magis- 
trates in Wigton, Cumbria. The 
court heard that Lord Whitelaw, of 
Ennim. near Penrith, Cumbria, was 
on his way home from playing golf 
when he pulled out at a crossroads 
on the A595 near Wigton into the 
path of a BMW. 

The BMW roiled over in the acci- 
dent. The driver, retired Ronald 
Weightman, his wife Margaret and 
friend Marjorie Bell, were returning 
home from a shopping trip. Mrs 
Weightman was the most seriously 
injured, with a broken breast bone. 

Lord Whitelaw, who was not in 
court, was also ordered to pay £40 
costs and had four penalty points 
imposed on his licence. 

He was said fo have told police 
that he had waited some time at 
the crossroads but it was very diffi- 
cult to see very far down the road 
because the sun was so low. 



MEDICINE 

Antibiotics make little 
difference to a sore throat 



rnciuuiu — j ■ . - ■ 

p jirimis were divided into’ three groups: the tost was give 
prescription for antibiotics the second was given nothing 

r . - . • if ill* nrnntnrtlt fllil 1 


n a 10-day 
impandihe 


third group was given a prescription if lie symptoms did not start 
to settle aft' 


to seme after three days. 

The proportion of patients better by day three did not differ 
significant^ between the three groups, nor did the length of their 
illness, days off work or school, or the (high) proportion of patients 
satisfied. More than two thirds of patients in group three did not 
use their prescription. . , 

The authors of the study, ai Southampton University s Faculty of 
Medicine, conclude that unless patients with sore throats are very 
ill, doctors should avoid prescribing antibiotics. - or offer 
antibiotics only if symptoms persist.. Annabel Ferrfman 


TRANSPORT 


Tunnel traffic recovers from fire 


as many 


Channel Thnnel shuttle trains are : — „ — „ — 

vehicles as they did before toe massive underground i 
Eurotunnel announced yesterday. 

Le Shuttle carried nearly 124,1)00 vehicles last month, more _ 
than 40,000 more tiwn in January and 5i per cent more than in 
February 1996, Despite reduced capacity, Le Shuttle has now 
recovered 80 per cent of the market share it achieved Jast October 
- the mouth before the fire. 

The number of passengers using the London to Paris and 
Brussels Eurostar trains through the tunnel also rose tost mouth. 
Earostar carried nearly 
392,000 passengers in 
February compared with 
just over 299,000 in tile 
same month last yean 


Through-freight trains 
using the tunnel carried 
218,238 tonnes last month 
compared with 190,078 
tonnes in February 1996. 
The Le Shuttle freight train 
service is still to restart 
after the fire. Eurotunnel is 
currently carrying out 
repair work in the damaged 
section of tunnel and hopes 
to be running to fall 
capacity by June. 



HEALTH 


Mammograms pose suicide risk 


A positive result from a mammogram - an X-ray to screen women 
for breast cancer — might on two occasions have resulted in suicide, 
says a letter in today’s British Medical Journal. 

Two Bir mingham Health Authority doctors examined local 
coroners' retards between 1992-95. They found that two women 
had committed suicide between receiving notification of recall after 
mammogra phy and realtending. Neither women had attempted 
suicide previously, but both had had a child who bad died of (non- 
breast) cancer. 

The first woman, who was awaiting follow- up treatment after a 
mastectomy, wrote her suicide note on a hospital letter and gave 
no other reason. The second woman had a history of depression 
and alcohol problems and had an appointment for investigation of 
a suspected lamp. She left a suicide note mentioning her fear of 
admission to hospital. Annabel Feniman 


BROADCASTING 


Listeners still deserting Radio 1 


Radio 1 lost 135,000 listeners in January; the month when its star 
disc jockey Chris Evans left the breakfast show. Leaked audience 
figures also show that those tuning in to the station listened for 10 
percent less time than in the last quarter of 1996. 

Listeners had already started to drift away from the station 
before Evans even left. Radio 1 had lost 600,000 of its Um 
listeners in final quarter of 1996, the last period that the official 
Rajar figures coven 

Meanwhile, Radio 5 Live has hired Richard Littlejohn, the 
outspoken columnist and broadcaster; as a replacement for 
presenter Danny Baker who was sacked on Wednesday for 
insulting listeners. Paul McCann 


WORK 


Women suffer real-terms pay cut 

Some of the lowest-paid workers in the country - all women - have 


suffered a wage cut of un to £5 a week over the past year, 

j Wished today. The worst-paid childcare 


according to a report put 

assistant earned £1 15 a week last year, compared to £120 12 
months earlier, while hairdressers and cleaners saw their pay dip 
below £100, a cut of over £4. 

The Low Pay Unit, which compiled the report using figures from 
the Government's New Earnings Survey, called for sweeping 
changes to pay legislation to help Women achieve genuine wage 
equality. 

Pay had deteriorated rapidly since 1993, when the Government 
abolished Wages Councils, said the unit 


m 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4L2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 


Techno Wizardry. Magic Price 


DELI DIMENSION XPS NJOOs 

• INTEL 2O0MH: PENTIUM PROCESSOR WITH 
MMX TECHNOLOGY 

• 16 Mb SDRAM 

• CACHE 

• SGb EJDE HARD DRIVE 

• ;T0 P0WERGRAPH 61 3D PCI GRAPHICS CARD WITH 
2 Mb vlOEO MEMORY 

e IS’ COLOUR SVGA MONITOR HITS' VIEWABLE AREA! 

• TWELVE :.PEED CD-ROM DRIVE 

• mid-sized DESKTOP CHASSIS 

• INTEGSATED 16 -BIT SOUND 

• WINDOWS 95 & MICROSOFT OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 95 


DCiL 



£ 1,299 (£ 1 , 555.70 

iocl. tfefivery * VAt) 



Incredible isn't it? With us fantastic spec and for only £1.299 I £1.555.70 inc. del. & VAT), were offering? Dej) 
Dimension XPSM200s with a Pentium* Processor with MMX" technology. ... Because it comes with M^X 
technology, tt can run between 10% and 20% faster under today's normal business applications. It includes a 
Dentilim’ P ower f u ' Speed CD-ROM Dnve and a 36b Hard Drive. And. as if this wasn't enough," we're also’ offering 

Tptiocvvioft f ^ ' 

additional upgrades at outstanding prices ( see below to upgrade this system further!. Bur you musr hurry 
before the offer vanishes. Call the world’s largest direct PC manufacturer* today ■ ' 
on (i 134 4 724864 to see whar Dell can conjure up for you. -Sourer uk 


Upgrade Options Special Price far this Dimension IPS M2DDs bundle only 

Add an additional 16Mb RAM Only £100 (£117 JO inc. VKT} 

Add muftimetfio kit of AWf tt sound upgrade and AG20 speokerc Only £100 (£117.50 inc. VAT) 

Add a 33.6 Internal Modem Only £99 (£116^3 Inc. VATj 

(CAU NOW F0S DETAILS OF OFFICE 97 UPGRADES J 



TALK DIRECT TO THE NUMBER ONE- 

01344 724864 

Between 8am and 8pm weekdays, TOam to 4pm Sat. 
http://www.deH.coin • 
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to Budget changes which let Treasury snatch millions of pounds in grants 
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Anthony Bevins . 

Political Editor -■ ' ' 

Sporting and arts establish- 
meats retieving huge lottery 
grants have been caught 'op in. 
a Budget change which -may , 
leave them losing millions of 
poundsmtax benefits.' • V. - 

A reduction in taxfdlmraaces 
announced m . the Budget 
means that hard-earned foods 
risk bemgsnatcbed back byfoe 
Iheasury. 

London’s Sadler^ VfeQs is the 
first to fall victim tofoe Budget 
plan, which is intended pti~. 
manly 0 change the tax bene- ■ 
fit given to long-term industrial 
investment projects -like pow- 
er stations- 

A £40in redevelopment pro? 
ject for the -London theatre 
has already received £30m in 
lottery funds. '• • * - V 

W5th ,ihe active encourage- 
ment of the Department' of 
National Heritage, the theatre * 
has so farraised almost £5mift 
cash donations and pledges, 
andit had been hoping 0 raise 
guarantees for foe rest frf the 
cashthrough a leatobadc deal . 
witbabapk- 

However, the Budget change 
has made foe Sadler's yVefis deal 
considerably less attraitiye be-, 
c?use money raised' through 
leaseback is now classed as 
taxable income, leaving the 
theatre short of its Tmmedrate ‘ 
target ■ ' ' "s I: • t 

Ian Afoeiy, chief executive of - 
Sadler’s Wells, told Thclnde- 
jmndent “It's a bloody business, 
and makes things twiceas hard . 
for us. , V ; • 

“In essence, foe security may 
only bepartiaUyrealised,ahd it 
leaves, us on something^ a 


mi 


h 


knife-edge. Bot-rm not having 
sk*plessnigbts.aixlwewflfwm 
through- We wffl complete the 
project, on schedule, id Octo- 
ber 199?” ./ 

An Arts 'Co uncil source said 
tbe Treasury atceadyplaHnedio 
exclude investment m machin- 
ery < r and equipment used in 
henries, shops, showrooms, ho- 
tels yid^ffioes; and s hipp ing 

ejnptedT^ .1 
- Bat he warned: “Unless 
the exclusion inciodes-arts pro- 
jects funded by the lottery, a 
number of current add future 


WItisadassic 
case of onie hand 
in Whitehall not 
knowing what 
the other hand 


plans may be placed in serious 
jeopardy. ■„ .... ” *' . 

“The additional revenue for- 
gone by extending the exclusion 
foaitsvenueswould.be a frac- 
tion of foe costs already fore- 
cast, and for whkhft would be 
agnavedis^jpointmenttojms}- 
adicesnch worthy andpopnlar 
developments.” . 

•; However; an' Inland Rev- 
eone spokesnaft said: “Theatres 
and ;> sports -redevelopment 
schonesire not treated saydif- 
foc exabyboniamdQterbaaaess 
ft this-respect. - 

Oneartssoorce complained . 


of one hand is Whitehall not 
knowing what another hand 
•was doing. 

While Virginia Bottomley, 
Secretary of State for Nation- 
- a! Heritage had been encour- 
aging sport and foe arts to 
"develop “partnership finance” 
whh private hackers, foe Trea- 
sury was actively engaged in set- 
. ung up a tax deterrent. * 

. A spokeswoman for foe De- 
r partment of National Heritage 
said: “This is a matter for the 
_ Iteasray. We cannot comment.” 
' ■. When told .foal the Inland 
'Revenue had said ft would of- 
fer noprospect of relief, she re- 
peated twice: “This is a matter 
for foe Treasmy. We cannot 
comment,”- . . 

. ; Jn a'Beasmy briefing note on 
foe initial proposal, announced 
in Novembers Budget by Ken- 
neth Garke, Chancellor of foe 
Exchequer, it was said that the 
’tax-penalty would apply “only 
to companies that invest heav- 
ily in long-life assets”. 

But,. Treasury minister 
Michael Jack has told Lord 
; Gowrie, chairman of foe Arts 
Council,' that he bokb out no 
hope for relieving theatres from 
• foe measure. 

•.Mr AJbery said that the 
Sadlers Wblls project was con- 
tinuing, and that foe show 
would go on. . 

“Demolition iscomplete, the 
. excavations have been carried 
out* and thefoimdations are be- 
ing laid. We have even drilled 
. a 600-foot bore-well so that we 
can have our own water.” 

Water out of .stone is one 
thing extracting tax relief from 
.foe Treasiny is ranch more 
difficult. • 



Pyramid sellers: Sarah and Ermlna, dancers from the Cairo Opera Ballet, at the Egyptian wing of the British Museum yesterday. The group is 
performing at the Riverside Studios, west London, until 28 March as part of a celebration of Egyptian culture, Marhaba Photograph: Laurie Lewis 

Students granted dramatic support 


Kate WateofT-Smyth 

Students who struggle to afford 
their place at dance or drama 
school are to benefit from a new 
scheme using lottery money, foe 
Arts Council announced yes- 
terday. 

Independent drama and 
dance colleges will be able to 
apply on behalf of students for 
joint government and lottery 
grants, to help fund foe £7,000 
a-year tuition fees. 

Lord Gowrie, chairman of 
foe Arts Cooncii, said foe 
scheme was an interim measure 
designed 0 bridge foe gap un- 


til foe Government can find a 
means of supporting training for 
these students. He warned it was 
not a perfect solution. 

“I am delighted that foe 
Government has now gone a 
considerable way towards ac- 
knowledging foe anomaly in foe 
funding of students of dance 
and drama as compared with 
music and the visual arts,” 
he said. 

“This scheme is not perfect, 
as it still depends on foe local 
authority giving out a discre- 
tionary grant, but now they will 
not have 0 pay out as much and 
may be more willing to help.” 


The number of discretionary 
grants awarded has fallen by 44 
per cent since 1987. but under 
the new scheme, a student will 
□nlv need a gram of £1,250 be- 
fore the college can make up foe 
rest of the course fees. 

The scheme will run for four 
years. It will cover the full, 
two- and three-year courses for 
dance and drama students and 
two-year stage management 
courses, beginning in autumn 
1997 and 1998. 

Martin Brown, spokesman 
for Equity, said foe organisation 
welcomed foe scheme. “We 
welcome anything that eases foe 


burden on dance and drama stu- 
dents but we look forward to a 
permanent resolution to the 
problem of funding. 

“Grams for dance and dra- 
ma should be mandatory,” he 
said. 

Ivor Widdison, of foe coun- 
cil of local education authori- 
ties, said about 20 LEAs out of 
a total 140 had agreed in prin- 
ciple to foe scheme. 

“The LEAs are in dire fi- 
nancial straits and their ability 
to award discretionary grants 
has fallen dramatically but we 
acknowledge that something 
needed to be done and this 


scheme has merit," he said. 
Nicholas Barter, principal of 
Rada, welcomed the an- 
nouncement but urged the Gov- 
ernment to tackle the long-term 
problem: “We are delighted 
that foe Arts CouncQ has come 
up with this scheme but there 
needs 0 be a proper solution." 

“We are only asking for par- 
ity with music and arts students 
who get mandatory grants." 

Simon Woods, general man- 
ager of Birmingham School of 
Speech and Drama, said they 
were delighted by the news. “It 
is not foe whole solution but at 
least it is something.” he said. 
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reptile rewrite evolution 

Ai- ■ r - rd-» • ' 


diaries Arthur. 

Science Editor - : . . 

This 250-imIlion-year-oW skele- 
ton, of the first known fiying ver- 
tebrate has made, scientists - 
reconsider their ideas on how 
or ganisms can evolve. ’ 

The skeleton, discovered fe . 
1910 in a copper mine m ce** ; 
tral Germany, is of a rrptile 
called Coelurosaurxxvus-jaekfE^ 
As well as waUring/foe ariiira 
could glide using a unique set 
of wings consisting of long, hot ‘ 
low bones that fonned. directly 
in flaps of skin, and not as a ~ 

nwdification of eristing lxaib . 

structures as is foe case^i mod-.' 
era -day hinds, bats and flying' 
v tiaards. 

r it pre-dated the first feath- 
ered anirnai. Archaeopteryx, by ■ 
almost 100 npffioa' years! It*-' -. 
y stead, foe 'SO-cehtimetre 
C^elumtsnznffviacculdpra^ . 
fly for tens of metres i^opetb- 
ing out its “vwr®s" Hke a Japan- : 
ese fen, and taking off from a-; 
sui table high point --rather 



like modem flying gcckos, of 
which it is an ancestor-and us- 
ing itskaig taiffor balancemthe 
air.- ' r . •$ 

- -But, scientists ! &avie been 
amazed ;by foe wary that : foe’ 


bones grew. u Codurosasowus is 
totally bizarre because in every 
other animal that flies, wing sup- 
port draws on foe normal skele- 
ton,” says Hans-Dieter Sues of 
foe Royal Ontario Museum, 


commenting on foe find in to- 
day’s edition of foe journal Sci- 
ence. Bats and birds, for 
example, have wing bones 
which are converted forelimbs. 

Robert CarrolL a vertebrate 
paleontologist at foe McGill 
University of Montreal, said: 
“We typically think of evolution 
as taking an existing structure 
and making some new function 
of it, but this animal has taken 
foe capacity to produce bone 
and elaborated it in a com- 
pletely unique way.” 

The skeleton was discovered 
by a German copper miner, who 
labelled it “Flymg Reptile”. 
-Ironically, foe paleontologist 
he solikt to found the shape so 
• improbably that he reckoned it 
was two superimposed sets of 
bones - a fish’s fins on top of a 
reptile. . . 

It is only now that scientists 
have realised they were wrong. 
“This demonstrates bow early 

flight, even if not active, flapping 
flight, was achieved by 
vertebrates,” said Dr Carroll. 
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Kate¥fatson-Sniytii 

Florence Nightingale* jmmor- 
taKse dasfoe gentle La dy of.tn py 
Lamp, was in fact a strong- 
minded character who was not - 

. afraid to voice her opinions-^ 
0 In a letter written ton friend . 

after the young Queen y* 4301 ? 
had announced her engage- 
ment to Albert, Nightingale 
that said she was too young I°r 

. she would have wart- 

' ed,” she wrote Hi the eight-page 

..letter of December. 1S4<? to a. 

Mfes Strutt-. . 

TteW’ been hearing a 
good deal lately erf foe virtues 
of foe King Consort our 1>eati- 
teous Majesty* has taken to 
herself - from .one ot >h e 

1 so ampIe, «wn «cco r ^ J? 

9 English notions, and foougn, 
both of them are*o’efw«n^> 

: marry yet* it seems 5ie 
txiuld not havechosextben*^ 

*»I w»h however that sne 


would Jbave- wmted - but there 
was a ctotamteudfi**socxciw at 
pmringwfakiiSe^ 
be’resLfly foncL«E hinu” 

' > Qqeen : Victc^ia -married her 
cousm. Prince Albert of Saxe- 
. Cdburg Gotha, ih 1840> w b®n 


she' was 21. Felix Pryor, manu- 
scripts specialist for Phillips 
foe auctioneers, said that 
Nightingale came from an af- 
fluent bourgeois- family and 
' that foe had been presented at ’ 
court. 


Florence Nightingale: ‘Her family was very rich, white at 
the same time being advanced thinkers’ 


The letter indicates she is 
being Saintly facetious,” he said. 

“She was a member of the 
upper classes and her femily was 
vety rich, whDe at foe same time 
being advanced thinkers. 

“Coming from this very priv- 
ileged background, she had 
been introduced to Queen Vic- 
toria. One doesn't often think 
of Florence Nightingale as be- 
ing foe equivalent of a deb.” 

. ^Elsewhere in foe letter, 1 
N ighting ale teDs her friend of 
the refurbishment o! Embley, in 
Hampshire, one of two family 
homes. 

“We are more and more 
pleased with EmbJey, now it is 
finished, notwithstanding the 
usual number of unprecedent- 
ed delays, made by Mr Pratt of 
Bond Street. Our fatted pig 
should be killed if you would but 
come and see us.” 

Both that letter and anoth- 
er written in 1881wfll be auc- 
tioned at Phillips next Thursday 
with a pre-sale estimate of 
around £400. 
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Watchdog clears 
Howard over 
£lm bribe claim 



Christian Wofetiar 

Westminster Correspondent 

An allegation that Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
received a bribe of £lm to en- 
sure that there was an investi- 
gation of Mohamcd A1 Fayed’s 
takeover of Harrods. has been 
firmly rejected by a 
parliamentary investigation. 

But the report, published 
yesterday, of the investigation by 
Sir Gordon Downey, the Par- 
liamentary Commissioner for 
Standards, provides fascinating 
details of the battle and subse- 
quent reconciliation between 
Mr Fayed and his defeated op- 
ponent in the Harrods takeover 
battle. Tiny Rowland. 

The allegation was made by 
Mr ftyed when he gave evidence 
to a parliamentary committee in 
November 1995 and Sir Gordon 
feit it was so serious that he 
launched an investigation. 

Mr Fayed alleged that after he 
and his brother acquired control 
of the House of Fraser in March 
1985, two trade and industry sec- 
retaries. Norman Tcbbit and 
later Leon Briltan. rejected 
calls by Tiny Rowland's com- 
pany, Lonrho. for an enquiry by 
the Monopolies and Mergers 


Hi 


Commission. However, in April 
1 987, by which time Mr Howard 
was a junior minister at the ' 
tm, the Department did ap- 
point inspectors to look into the 
takeover. 

Mr Fayed then constructed ; 
an elaborate conspiracy theory ■ 
around the fact that a distant 
cousin of Mr Howard, Harold 
Landy, had worked for Mr 
Rowland and was the supposed 
conduit for the cash. Mr 
Howard lived in a house above 
his means, Mr Fayed claimed, 
and why else would the Gov- 
ernment’s policy have changed 
other than through a bribe? 

To try to get concrete evi- 
dence for his claims, Mr Fayed 
held a series of meetings at his 
Harrods HQ in 1994/5 with Mr 
Rowland, after the two had 
reconciled, which were secret- 
ly videotaped. In an edited ver- 
sion of the tapes sent to Sir 
Gordon, Mr Rowland is seen 
making some statements which 
on first reading might suggest 
that he is agreeing he paid a 
bribe. At one point. Mr Row- 
land says: “Michael Howard’s 
got a million, a million and a < 
naif or whatever it is.” 

However, Sir Gordon dis- 
misses the allegation and refutes 

aapiisip^ 

rs&mmMr 7 .*/au 


all the supposed “evidence" He 
says that the fuller veision of the 
videotapes, obtained with some 
difficulty from Mr Fayed, show 
that Mr Rowland rejects on nu- 
merous occasions suggestions 
from Mr Fayed that a bribe was 
paid to Mr Howard. 

Sir Gordon also investigated 
Mr Howard's bank accounts 
dating from the start of the 
Eighties, and found nothing 
untoward. Sir Gordon explains 
the change in government pol- 
ity on the enquiry resulted part- 
ly from Lonrho lobbying, but 
was mainly instigated because of 
new information. In any case, be 
said, Mr Howard's role in the 
change was no more than ex- 
pected of a junior minister. 

Sir Gordon concludes: “1 
have no reason to think that Mr 
A1 Fayed is not telling the truth 
as he sees iL But in this case, at 
least, it is a version of the truth 
which appears to have been 
distorted by emotion." 

Reports which reject com- 
plaints are not normally pub- 
lished but in this instance. Sir 
Gordon asked the Committee 
on Standards and Privileges to 
publish it because he sought to 
“authoritatively and publicly 
dismiss" the allegations. 
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A cross marked in the sand at Zeebrugge in Belgium marks the 10th anniversary of the Herald of Free Enterprise disaster Photograph: Brian Harris 
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BUY A MOBILE 


.JS5S ££££■» 

• Fax. Data and Short Message Service 

• A Digital Network 
- • per-Second Billing 

• Inclusive Calls With every Thrift 
•Caller Display 

• Orange Care Package _ 


FROM 

ONLY 


aw 


& PAY MONTHLY LINE RENTAL 
& A ONE-OFF CONNECTION FEE 


“ill BUY A PACKAGE 

f7T7| INCLUDING 

12W AYEAR'S 
alJ LINE RENTAL, 


13 [AND 


CONNECTION FEE 
AND 15 MINUTES OF CALLS 
TiKi EVERY MONTH 
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Dancall del 

Digital Mobile Phone 

• Up to 60 minutes talktime/ 

16 hours standby 

• 85 name and number memory 

• Answerphone service 

BE9J? 

Nokia 5.1 

Mobile Phone JP™i| 

• Up to K )0 minutes lanefE 
tanrtime/21 hows ■ 

standby LmJ| 

• 125 name and 

t- ; number memory 

• Continuous dsplay 

fc? of battery and 

• signal strength 


Motorola mr30 

Digital Mobile 
Phone Package 

• Up to 150 minutes talktime/ 
40 hours standby 

•100 name and number 
memory l 

• Includes rapid charger J 

• Fax, Data and Short 1 

Message compatible Jj 

PACKAGE PRICE M 






You'll main 
a far better choice 
at The Link 
Phone Show! 

At The Link Phone Show *97 you*! 
discover a huge range of tfigftal mobfie 
phones and the latest commuifcation 
products - IPs the biggest choice h the 
High Street So now's the best time to 
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Footballers to 
face retrial 


Michael Streeter 

Soccer stare Bruce Grobbelaar, 
John Fashanu and Hans Segers 
are to be re-tried on charges that 
they corruptly conspired to fix 
Premier League football match- 
es for a Far Eastern syndicate, 
the Crown Prosecution Service 
confirmed yesterday. 

On Tbesday a jury at Win- 
chester Crown Court failed to 
reach a verdict on any of the 
charges against the trio and the 
fourth defendant, Heng Suan 
Lim, a Malaysian businessman, 
after nearly 11 hours of delib- 
eration. 

The Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice, which had announced its 
intention to seek a re-trial im- 
mediately after the first jury was 
discharged, said the decision 
had been taken in consultation 
with law officers. Sir Nicholas 
LyeU, the Attorney-General, 
was among those consulted 
over whether a further trial 
was in the public interest. 

A date has still to be set for 
the new trial, which will be on 
the same charges as the four 
faced in the seven-week case at 
Winchester. Tire first, against 


Mr Tim, former Aston Villa and 
Wimbledon striker Fashanu, 
34, and former Wimbledon 
goalkeeper Segers, 35, alleges 
that between 1 February 1991 
and 9 November 1994, they con- 
spired to give and corruptly ac- 
cept gifts of money to influence 
or attempt to influence the 
outcome of football matches. 

A second count, against Mr 
Lim, Fashanu and former Liv- 
erpool and Southampton goal- 
keeper Grobbelaar, alleges a 
conspiracy in similar tenns.be- 
tween 1 November 1992 and 9 
November 1994. 

Grobbelaar faces a separate 
charge that he corruptly ac- 
cepted £2,000 from Christo- 
pher Vincent for improperly 
influencing or attempting to 
influence the outcome of a 
football match or matches. 

All the defendants maintain 
their innocence. 

Grobbelaar’s solicitor, David 
Hewitt, said: “We are extremely 
disappointed by the decision ... 
to pursue this case after a trial 
lasting seven weeks failed to 
produce a single verdict ... We 
cannot believe that it is in the 
public interest to continue." 


Lowest debt 
transfer rate. 


V'/tf COOPERATIVE BANK 



TRANSFER YOUR BALANCE FOR 


7Q% 

GUARANTEED 
UNTIL JULY *97 

• UK’s lowest balance transfer rate • No annual 
fee for life - Think what you could save • New card 
purchases 21. 7% APR variable ■ Keep your credit 
limit ■ No need to bank with us • Umited offer - Lines 
open 24 hours, 7 days a week • Call now. 


•Wwi you rawer to an Onrq* mantniy tori* •Wwfl you emet to Wk compand to nmal meMMr chav* tf ETT.63 pfco E3SJ5 comedtan ht and cut of phm a B9Bi ■ eMaaTbtol savfaq CK6L 

tmmi you cannact to U» OfM9« A|<*H)IW CmeUM to HNtte ptaiM l« te MatHft. A d«Dtk twy M Mq^vA. Art bnten hr Mdk 


mqpCTTO rana. vmnw quenxnws «£ hmlabu wwwpon ihowdbj vhi be *«sb> 
TO * aatot mptojcs «a*cr phi c ran assesknt. a can or tm£ enquhh kw k M ta pito 
IWA VBA CAH3 MLANC1 TMMn AATt ID.VS APR SAKUOTS BANK VISA CARO Q JJJX Af«. 
WW® * w cuntuiw* BA1ANO EACH MONTH ■ NMU1 tS OR MOM IT K)U Wish 












f a * 1 jt^. . w , -..,i *• ■ ■•■ *»■ ■ — -- — - • ■• 

A?T- <P-' :‘.-'-V L T ,. -'/ .V- .- . ■ W. ■ . . 


iy ' 



THE INDEPEMDENT * FRIDAY 7 MARCH 1997 





^ » 


.... i-j: 



ff 


defc 
er rat* 



a 


news 



. Pubiig-Jh^Hft ^^i|ng back into 19th century, BMA says 


a return of past plagues 

Parasite 


Amabel Ferrimarr 

teenthcentcrv^ - ^ ^ T ^ e ^ ne ' 
Me health , with problems soefr 
as dirty wanaf;. cantamktated 
-food and old. mfectious xU&- 
eases.T^einetipng, the British 
Medical' Association sajtfy es- 

lerday. • ' . / - . ' : 

■ - t Sandy Macaxa, the assocra- ■ 
'don's chsdiman, stud: '?Wfehave 
s^i^ifaackw^ds. Ttejputflfc: 
oealtn legtslatroir of ttie nine- ' 
leemhcentay put Britain 
ahea^of other ccmn tries by ad- : 
. dressing th e issues of tantarur 
mated water and fopi .'.' • 
-“Yet; we still have all these ; 
problems todayip'ari affluent 
sodeitjL These lesst*aiwereact- 
ed on by governments long be- 
fore there was' ■■ universal 
- suffrage;* But now. wfr have be- 
come careless. 

'•• ‘^We_assnme that these prob- 
lems win not happen and if we 
getfflwe can just pop along to ' 
pur friendly GB who w{D give , 
ns some antibiotics,* fre added. , : 
. Dr Macara wasoutfining the 
BMA’k manifesto for the gfcni-U 
. eral ejection. - 5 .. 

■' Although itrsuited both, mafn - 
political parties to khep health 
out of the hews, health care was 


•the nuinb«-«ne eteafon issue ■ 
for. most of thephbljc,he said. 

■ * t Tbe politiraans ’would tov&_ 

: health issues togO tp steep, be- 
4»ase th^ ljaw hot-got a cor 
hereB^ strategy* for tackling 
them." ! . 7 ' •’ .. . 

: The ^octation wante to seer 
both Vparties" pipthote health 
rather tfraxU“tiiiker with the ' 
' NHS"- -■ ■■/■‘.V: 

r. ; - ft issued ^challenges to all : 
.political patties, 'demanding 
newtargetsfor helping the tfis-; 
advantaged; neduemg the haz- 
airisof tobacco, dealing with the 
.probleinsof youngpeople and 
developing environmental, 

’ housing and transport policies. 

■' Amr incoming government 
would have to tackle the 
< don of poverty and 
in health, he said. 

“’What concerns ns is that the 
gap between rich and poor is 
demonstrably growing,* be 
.added, ... 

. Mac Armstrong, the associ- 
ation’s secretary, said; “It is 20 
years agio this year that Sir 
Douglas Black set up his com- 
mittee to look at inequalities of 
- health. It demonstrated un- 
equivoi^lfy that there was a link 
between poverty and 21-health, 
and that snch a linJtwas not just 


a . piece of dogma. Since that 
time, the evidence has been 
gathering. • • , 
v "The evidence that Professor 
•Michael' Mannott has been 
gathering at University Col- 
• lege London shows that even in 
ithe Civil Service, the gap has 
widened between rich and poor. 
By not tackling the preventable 
causes of flJ-healtb. we are 
wasting resources. 

’ “Look at the resources which 
went into tadding'lhe E. eoB 
outbreak in Scotland, which 
•was entirely preventable. We 
forget, at our peril, that we are 
Iivfog in a hostile environment. 
This is a dynamic situation. 
Tbereis no such thing as a con- 
quered bug. You only have to 
look at the spread of MRSA 
(multi-resistant staphylococcus 
aureus} and drug-resistant 
strains of tuberculosis to realise 
that Doctors are fire-fighting all 
aver the place, and that is a 
waste of resources." Dr Arm- 
strong added. 

■ The King's Rind, Britain's 
leading independent think-tank, 
outlining its election strategy, 
yesterday, listed the four most 
important issues in health care 
as: inequalities in health and ac- 
cess to health care; the future 


of the NHS; the lack of a de- 
mocratic voice in the health ser- 
vice, and community care. 

• Ken Judge, director of the 
King’s Fund Policy Institute, 
said: '“There is a fundamental 
difference between the Con- 
servative and Labour parties in 
their approach to inequality. In 
L9SQ, the Government did' the 
most zn its power to suppress the 
Black Report on inequalities in 
health. Most of the Labour Par- 
ty documents emphasise the im- 
portance of inequalities. 

“The Government has be- 
latedly acknowledged that social 
variations in health exist, and 
taken some initiatives to tack- 
le them. But we regret the fact 
that they have noi taken a 
broad social and economic ap- 
proach to health inequalities." 

Robert Maxwell, secretary 
of the King's Fund, said any in- 
coming government would need 
to consider the rationing of 
healthcare. 

“It is not good enough to 
have people struggling at the lo- 
cal level as to what is -within the 
NHS and what is not. The 
question of whether such ser- 
vices as in-vitro fertilisation are 
provided on the NHS or not. are 
national, not local issues." 



as IVfegor 
denies cover-up on E coli 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent ' 

The Prime Minister and Dou- 
glas Hogg; the Agriculture Min- 
ister, yesterdsy denied there had 
been a cover-up ovmr.in' uhr 
published report warning of 
the danger to public health of 
E. coir contamination in red 
meat, and sought refuge in 
blaming, their officials. . : 

John. Major and Mr. Hogg 
were accused by Labotrrof ap- 
plying a new doctrine o f^mmr 


ures to warn the public of the 
risks from E. coE contammatjon 
is abattoirs, which caused Efness 
and deaths in- Scotland in otfr; 
er parts ofBritaimparticukrfy 
. among the elderly. .* 

- The European Cofrmussitm - 
expressed concern -that, it had 
not been idd of thex^Etortand 


: " asked the Government to sup- 
: plyitvrithacopy. ,-.i . . 

The Govenuneut sought to 
calm^kiUic anxiety and quefl re- 
newed calls for MrHpgg's dis- 
missal by volunteering an 
emergency Commons state- 
ment over press disclosures 
rfjottt die; report. ' 

Mr ahdMr H^gg were. 

• forcoi oa to^ the defensive as- 
labour accused. the Govern- 
ment of suppressing the report 
on the thTCatof£l cb&'inmeat 
.at foe heigh t of the BSE crisis 
because they feared it would 
compound the damage to the 
' Goivemment in .tiie run-up to 
the elecrimn _ .. .... 

hfrM^orracciisedTb^y Blair 
of “raismg scares* about the 
safety of meat Mr Hogg, who 
was brought to Jhe brink of res- 
.^rnarinhcwgr hjg hmdBng nfthe 
export, ban on Britu* beef, told 
. MPsthC rqiortto the MearEty- 


^ene Service cost £454,000, al- 
. though it had never been pub- 
lished. Labour MPs reacted 
■ with astonishment when Mr 
Major, in dashes with Mr Blair, 
said ministers had not received 
it “That is true," said Mr Ma- 
jor. “It was a working docu- 
ment” Mr Blair said the report 
covered 54 pages and contained 
8 ! recommendations. It wanted 
of “serious concern about the 
contammatioh ... If he says tins 
uepbrt was not shown to minis- 
ters, I say: ‘Why not?’ " 

Mr Major stud: “The point 
you perhaps genuinely do not 
understand is that it was work- 
ing document ... There are 
huge^ numbers of working doc- . 
aments of this, sort every year. 
If they all came- to ministers, if 
ministers read every one, min- 
isters would, do nothing else at 
all. You have been in Opposi- 
tion, so long you don’t under-- 


stand. that." 

Mr Hogg also insisted the ex- 
istence of the report had been 
made explicit in the annual re- 
port of tne Meat Hygiene Ser- 
vice, because it referred to a 
review. “Anyone who knows 
anything about government re- 
views knows they generate a re- 
port If anyone had wanted the 
report, they only bad to ask for 
h. I would have sent a most lord- 
ly number.” 

But Labour MPs told Mr 
Hogg he could not “have it both 
ways by saying he had re- 
ceived the report and claiming 
the Opposition should have 
known of its existence. Brush- 
ing aside allegations that he was 
responsible, Mr Hogg said: 
“Policy is a matter for ministers. 
In this case, implementation of 
polfcy isa matter for the agency. 
I have total confidence in the 
chief executive ” 



in water 
makes 
100 sick 


Nicole Veash 


Bugged Mr Hogg,wtio hurt his ankle at the weekend, at Number 10 Photograph: Reuters 


Almost a hundred people are 
suffering severe stomach sick- 
ness after drinkmg tap water was 
con Lamina Led with a micro- 
scopic parasite, it emerged yes- 
terday. 

Doctors from West Hert- 
fordshire Health Authority say 
85 people have severe diar- 
rhoea after their water was in- 
fected with the micro-organism 
Cryptosporidium. 

And thousands more house- 
holders were yesterday told to 
bofl their water after a separate 
outbreak caused another eight 
people in Bedfordshire to fall 
vicum to the infection. French- 
owned Three Valleys Water is- 
sued the warning to 25,000 
homes in Bedfordshire follow- 
ing an earlier alert on Sunday 
lo 750,000 people in Hertford- 
shire and north-west London. 

Three Vhlleys communica-' 
rion manager Rank Fitzpatrick 
said: “The two incidents are not 
linked. Bedfordshire is sup- 
plied by a reservoir, while the 
other areas are supplied by 
ground water sources. 

“We are still unable to es- 
tablish whether the outbreaks 
are a result of direct water 
contamination.’' 

Dr Barry Tennison, director 
of health for West Hertford- 
shire, said people should con- 
tinue to boil water for drinking, 
cooking and brushing teeth. 

“There may be more cases in 
the next few days because there 
is a 7-10 day incubation period," 
he said. Doctors at Bedfordshire 
Health Authority said a boO no- 
tice should be issued after see- 
ing an increase in the number 
of severe diarrhoea cases. 

Cryptosporidium belong? to a 
group of protozoa occurring in 
the farm animal dung. It is nor- 
mally spread through contami- 
nated water or contact with an 
infected person. Unpasteurised 
milk and offal also carry risks. 

If Independent inspectors 
from the Drinking Water In- 
spectorate find the company 
negligent, they might press for 
prosecution. 
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This woman 


is allergic to 
modem life. 


ity 


Only now 
are officials 
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trying to 
help her 
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Ian Burrell 


Living in tents and sheds in 
rural exile, they could become 
the fastest growing community 
of the new Millennium. 

Allergic to modem living, 
they live off organic foods and 
shun shopping centres and traf- 
fic junctions through fear of be- 
comingly seriously ill. 

Tike Gillian McCarthy. She 
has been reduced to living in a 
tent. 300 yards from the sea, off 
the coast of Dorset. 

A former biochemist, she 
lives in fear of reactions to 
perfumes, petrol fumes and 
even tap water. 

Ms McCarthy is a victim of 
multiple chemical sensitivity 
( MCS). Until now. she and fel- 
low sufferers have struggled to 
persuade the authorities that 
their condition exists other than 
in their imagination. 

But now. in a major break- 
through. the Department of 
Health and the Health and 
Safety Executive have ordered 
a major inquiry into the causes 
of the syndrome. 

The independent has learned 
that health officials are in- 
creasingly worried about the 
number of people who attribute 
their psychological and physical 
symptoms to exposure to every- 
day chemicals. 

The decision is also a break- 
through for sick Gulf veterans 
with symptoms similar to MCS, 
but whose condition the 
Ministry of Defence does not 
recognise. 


The inquiry, which will be 
conducted by scientists at the in- 
dependent Institute of Occupa- 
tional Medicine in Edinburgh, 
will take at least six months. 

Their first task will be to es- 
tablish what MCS is. The con- 
dition, also known as Chronic 
Fatigue Syndrome and Total Al- 
lergy Syndrome, is charac- 
terised by memory loss, fatigue, 
depression, nausea and breath- 
ing difficulties. 

Victims usually report that 
they were exposed to one chem- 
ical and then reacted to contact 
with even the smallest amounts 
of other chemicals, often found 
m everyday products. The HSE 
has meetings with anti-pesticide 
campaigners, many of whom 
suffer from MCS. 

Erafys Chapman set up the 
Pesticide Exposure Group of 
Sufferers (PEGS) in 1988. It 
now has 8.000 members. She 
said MCS sufferers were forced 
to avoid trains because of diesel 
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Staying alive: Gillian McCarthy in the tent she has been forced to make her home, owing to an extreme allergy to chemicals 
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fumes, roads because of exhaust 
fumes and even gas appliances. 

“A lot of people give upa real 
life because it becomes too 
difficult to walk a tightrope all 
the time.** 

Mrs Chapman set up PEGS 
after she suffered a serious 
allergic reaction to pesticides 
which were inadvertently 
sprayed on her farm from the 


air. She now has extreme reac- 
tions to other chemicals and has 
only 5 per cent muscle power in 
her left side. 

Mrs Chapman. 68, also has 
defective liver, heart and lungs 
and has been hospitalised L! 
times after accidental exposure 
to other chemicals: “I have to 
itve a very careful lifestyle.** 

She cannot eat carrots or let- 


tuce for fear they have been 
sprayed with organophosphate 
pesticides and she tries to live 
off organic vegetables. 

Margaret Re ic hi in, a former 
head of art at Burlington Danes 
school, in London, was reduced 
to living in a shed following an 
extreme allergic reaction to 
chemicals used to treat wood- 
worm in her Hampshire cottage. 


The exposure left her with a 
lasting reaction to even small 
amounts of phenols and 
chlorines, both of which are 
extremely common. 

She is afraid even to drink 
tea, because it contains a nat- 
ural phenol. She has moved 
back into her home after spend- 


ing £26,000 to remove all trace 
ofthe chemicals. 


. “It changes your life.” she- 
said. “All the things that other 
people take for granted, you 
cannot use: household deaners, 
make-ups, paints." 

Hying to win compensation 
for thewtims has been difficult. 
Alan Care, a lawyer with the 
London law firm Leigh, Day & 
Co, said a dam could only be 
successful if the victim ootild 


Medicine users warned grapefruit juice can kill 


Health officials have issued a 
warning to doctors, dentists 
and chemists that drinking 
grapefruit juice could be dan- 
gerous for millions of people 
taking a wide range of common 
medicines, writes Ian BorrelL 
The warning, by the Medi- 
cines Control Agency, follows 
scientific research which has re- 
vealed that people taking drugs 
for high blood pressure, heart 


complaints or aDergies are at 
risk of overdosing. The MCA 
says that because the juice con- 
tains psoralen, a compound 
also found in celery leaves, it 
reacts with the drugs to increase 
their concentration. The con- 


sequences are potentially lethal. 
The warning identifies dan- 


The warning identifies dan- 
gers with a series of drugs 
which are common in many 
households. They include the 


anti-histamine terfeoadine, 
which is sold as Triludan, and 
the immuno-suppressanf 
cyclosporin, which is used by 
transplant patients. 

Also on the list are calcium 
channel blockers (other than 
amlodipine and diltiazera) 
which are used to treat blood 
pressure and angina. More than 
20 million prescriptions of these 
CCBs. which include the pop- 


ular Adalat, are issued a year. 

The MCA has issued the 
warning through its Committee 
on the Safety of Medicines. 

In the latest “Current Prob- 
lems in Pbannaco-vigiJaDce" 
briefing, the MCA warns: “Be- 
cause of the potential for 
interactions, it is advisable for 
patients to avoid drinking 
grapefruit juice when caking the 
drugs indicated-" 


It appears that eating grape- 
fruits poses no risk and there are 
believed to be no dangers from 
orange juice. 

Research in the United 
States last August showed a 
glass of grapefruit juice could 
trigger an overdose. Drug firms 
are aware of the problems. 
Bayer, which makes Adalat, 
one of the biggest-selling CCBs, 
has issued warnings to patients. 


Christopher Burton, chair- 
man of the British Fhiit Juice 
Importers Association, said 
there was no peed for grapefruit 
juice cartons to carry health 
warnings. “It is up to the med- 
icine manufacturers to say ‘be 
cautious*, because everybody 
drinks grapefruit juice and only 
a small number of people use 
the medicines where this 
problem arises,” he said. 


identify the initial chemical ex- , 
posure and prove negligence. 

“You canno t sue the whole 
world's industries,” he said. 
“This is a genuine problem 
that cheats have, but they have 
got to be able io identify the 
initiating event.*’ 

MCS victims have been com- 
pared to canaries sent down 
mineshafts to test for poison 
gases, he said* “These people 
are like the canaries testing the 
pollutants in the atmosphere for 
the rest of us.” 

Treatment of MCS also pre- 
sents problems, though sever- 
al people claim to have held 
their condition in check by us- 
ing complementary medicine. 

Dr Julian Jessel-Kenybn, of 
tiie Centre for the Study of 





Complementary Medicine, in 
Southampton, said he gave 


Southampton, said he gave 
tiiemintravepous minerals and 
vitamns and asked themto fast, 
or follow an organic diet, in 
order to rid the body of toxins. 
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The new. longer, wider Peugeot 106 
is many things. It is sleeker, smoother and 

more elegant. 

The new interior trim and centre 
console with Coded Keypad Immobiliser 
are brighter, comfier and smarter. 

The new side-impact protection system, 
driv er’s airbag' and pretensioned front seat 
belts are stronger, safer and more reassuring. 


While power steering (standard on 
most models!* makes parking easier, quicker 

and hassle free. 

In terms of models, the choice of a 
1.1 litre, 1.4 litre, a powerful 16 valve 
1.6 litre petrol engine or 1.5 litre diesel 
and 3 or 5 door versions each with a 
5 -speed gearbox is generous, wide ranging 

and considerate. 


There’s even a 


current offer of free 


insurance- on our special edition models, 
all in a drive away price from £7,695: which 


is nice. 


For more 


information on the all new 


Peugeot 106, please call, visit or contact 
your nearest Peugeot dealer. Alternatively, 


phone, ring or dial 

0345 106 1067 
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Deluded Tories prove they 
have totally lost the plot 


T he right honourable gentleman," 
the Prime Minister said, referring 
to the Leader of the Labour Party 
in his most exasperated tones, "has been 
in Opposition so long that he doesn't 
understand." Behind' him his colleagues 
- who have hcen in power for a very 
long time and who understand all loo 
well - nodded in sage agreement. 

The particular things'that Mr Blair 
didn't understand were how a major 
warning on the dangers of E.coli 
contamination at abattoirs, failed 
to be transmitted to ministers and how 
an important report was altered to 
make criticism of food hygiene less 
strident. Professor Sir Hugh 
Pennington, the head of the group set 
up to investigate the Scottish E.coli 
outbreak, had earlier failed to 
understand these points as well. 


Mr Major told the House: "Ministers 
didn't see the document, it is true: it was 
a working document! " His colleagues, 
he implied, only see idle, good-for- 
nothing documents; documents that 
spend all their time at night-clubs or 
drinking in filing cabinets. 

"There are huge numbers of working 
documents of this sort every year. If 
they all came to ministers for them to 
read, nothing else would be done at all." 

As for Mr Blair's other points, they'd 
all be dealt with in the statement to be 
made to the House later hv Douglas 
Hogg, Secretary of State, so would he 
belt up and wail, like a good leader of 
the Opposition'. 1 

Mr Blair didn't wait, nor did the PM. 
A> soon as Mr Hogg was called to 
speak, both of them made for the exit 
with a celerity that used to mark the 


playing of the national anthem at the 

Holloway Odenn. 

Such dispatch was unnecessary, for 
Mr Hogg did not exactly leap to his feel. 
Indeed, he could not, his right foot 
being swathed in a large white bandage. 
During Lhe weekend. Mr Hogg had 
tripped, and fallen down the stairs - 


leaving the Agriculture Secretary 
barely a leg to stand on. 

But a man who has fallen down the 
stairs at Hogg Towers and survived is 
not easily depressed. What to others 
might have seemed unpromising the 
most ground to defend was an 
impregnable fortification, with 


every tiniest natural feature pressed 
into servicc. 

The report had not been doctored 
to suppress criticism of hygiene 
standards. It was simply that “the 
first draft was regarded as rather 
unsatisfactory, and not fully reflecting 
the views of others who had taken 
part in the review”. Why? But 
Mr Hogg had moved on. 

Far from no-one knowing about 
the report's original contents, “the 
facr of the review was explicitly 
referred to on page 18 of the 
Annual Report on the Meat Hygiene 
Service’s first year of operations, 
which was presented to Parliament 
on 17 July 1996 and placed in the 
Library of this House”. 

The “explicitly" is a gem, for surely 
no-one could be expected to infer from 


an obscure mention of "the feet of the 
review”, what the now altered report 
had originally said? 

But Mr Hogg had moved on 

again, toes wiggling. “Standards are 
constantly improving,"’ he averted, 
“and are substantially better now. 

This is a tribute to the Meat Hygjeae 
Service, and to the Government for 
j pqkring on its creadon* 1 . 

So there we had K the staggering 
truth. What had begun the day as an 
embarrassing revelation of extreme 
unh appiness with measures to 
combat E.coli was eliding with it 
being touted as proof of an unalloyed 
government triumph. 

After such a performance it was 
hard to disagree with the Prime 
Minister’s sentiments; Labour has 
indeed been out of power too long. 




With a TSB fixed rate 
mortgage you won’t have to 
worry who moves in. 


Brussels funds 
campaign to 
com bat sceptics 


Ran Abrams 
and Sarah Hebn 


A Pro-European alliance of 
politi cian * and businessmen is 
to use public funding to cam- 
paign against the growing Euro 
sceptic tendency m Britain. 

The European Movement 
plans to post its own tabloid, 
newspaper to a million homes, 
many in areas where the Ref- 
erendum Party is running can- 
didates in the genera] election. 

The group plans to spend 
£250,000 on its campaign, 
£150,000 of which will be pro- 
vided by the European Com- 
mission. The group’s leaders said 
Sir James Goldsmith's Refer- 
endum Party was spending £2nr 
on its campaign, which is post- 
ing an anti-European paper to 
every home in Britain. Yester- 
day Edwirta Currie, vice-chair of 
the European Movement said 
it was important to make sure 
people were aware of the ben- 
efits of being in Europe. 

“There are dozens and 
dozens of good reasons for us 
being in the EU. In other coun- 
tries the governments are doing 
this. If our government won't do 
iL we will do it” she said. 

The group, which is sup- 
ported by the Conservative Eu- 
ropean Commissioner. Sir Leon 
Brittan, and by MPs from all 
parties, has said it will not send 
out its newspaper during the 
election campaign but wffl do so 
beforehand or afterwards. 

The paper, Europe , 97, is 
meant to counter the growing 
feeling on Jhe political right that 


Britain should pull out of 
Europe altogether. 

- The campaign has received 
the backing of industrialists 
and of trades unionists. At its 
launch, the general secretary of 
the Amalg amated Engineering 
and Electncal Union. Ken Jack- 
son, said withdrawal from 
Europe would cost the jobs of 
man y of his members. 

“Thousands of them work for 
inward investors — companies 
who have set up shop here to 
g a in access to the European sin- 
gle market. The vast majority of 
Britain’s trade is with Europe, 
and that is linked to millions of 
jobs here in the UK,” he said. 

Sir Leon used yesterday’s 
launch to -attack Euro-sceptics 
in his own party, wbo he accused 
of diverting attention from the 
real issues. “We do not have a 
healthy debate in the UK at the 
moment Europe has become 
an issue against which, to vent 
prejudices and grind axes rather 
than a subject of civilised de- 
bate. The British people deserve 
better^' he said. 

Robin Cook, Labour's for- 
eign affairs spokesman, brought 
a positive European message to 
Brussels yesterday, saying 
Labour would play a leading 
role in the European “team”. 

However, Mr Cook con- 
firmed that Labour would con- 
tinue the present government’s 
policy of demanding an “opt 
out" from plans to end Euro- 
pean frontier controls and cede 
.more. powers to Brussels over 
immigration aigf asylum. . 
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Houses & Gardens of the 

BRITISH ISLES 


HL 


wvvelldoyou krow your own shores? 
Many of us may be made uncomfortable by 
suchaquestionhaving spent many of our 
holidays in tar-flung places in preference 
to exp lo ri ng our own lands. As the years go 
by and the nation's motorways become 
more crowded, thedesiretoreach 
the remoter regions ofScotland. 

Ireland and England has in many 
of us dwindled. 

Now. we believe, we have found 
the perfect solution with a care- 
fully planned 13-night cmisepro- 
viding an excellent balance or 
some of these is lands ' m> jst beau- 
tiful scenery and their historic 
houses and gardens 
This is truly an unique cruising 
opportunity’ to discover the Brit- 
ish Isles at a remarkably low 
tariff with prices ranging from as 
little as £34 per night The de- 
mand is expected to be large and 
therefore early telephone reser- 
vations are esse ntiaL 

ITINERARY in BRIEF 

Day 1 Board the MS Switzer- 
land at Dover. 

Day 2 Tresco - Arrive in the 
afternoon at T resco. 

Day 3 Cork - Arrive and visit 
Ban try House and nearby 
Hnacuilin Carinish Island. 

Day 4 Dublin - Drive to the 
WicklowMounlainsand Powers- 
court Cardens. 

Day 5 Douglas, IsleofMan-On arrival 
trawl north to visit Ballalheannagh Car- 
dens and Castle Rushen. 

Day 6 Fort WQUam - Drive south 
through the spectacular highland coun- 
tryside to Arddaraich. 

Day 7 Isle of Slq^e & Inverewe - Visit 
Armadale gardens then sail to Inverewe. 

Day 8 Cruise the Hebrides. 

Day 9 The Orkney Islands - Arrive 
Kirkwall and visit all the island’s major 
sights. 

Day 10 Inverness - Visit Urquhart 
Castle. Cawdor Castle. Culloden battle- 
fieldand Brody Castle. 

Day 1 1 Aberdeen - Drive to Crathes 
Castleand the garde ns at Pitmedden. 

Day 12 Leith (Edinburgh) - Full ex- 
ploration of Edinburgh. 

D?y 13 Hull - Drive to Ripon and 
Newby Hall. 

Day 14 Arrive Harwich in themoming 
and disembark MS Switzerland. 

THE MS SWITZERLAND 

The MS Swi tzerland has 2 1 S fully air- 
conditioned cabins with full facilities in- 
cludingwc.bafch.shiiiwer.washbasinand 


on a 13-night 
guest-lectured cruise 
from £435.00 per person 
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ThevesseL constructed by Swan Hunter 
and renovated in 199 land again in 1996, 
drawsadraftof28ftandis532ftk)ng,70ft 
on the beam, 15,739 gross tonnage and 
has a complement of 210 crew. Besides 
being ICH managed, theMS Switzerland 
comes equipped with the latest 
safety features including satel- 
lite telephone andfex. On board 
each cruise there are lectures 
andbriefingsappropriatetothe . 
area beingvisited and thetherne 
of the journey as well as the 
usual programme director to 
assistwithpasserigersadditionai 
needs. 

DEPARTURE 
DATE & PRICES 

Saturday - 26th April, 1997 

'Prim mMMWMrpcnaa 
in»twin cabct . 

Medit'n Deck (Inskte) £335 

Medft’n Deck (Outside) .. £683 
Pacific Deckflnside) ..._ £538 
PacificDeck(Ontside^..- £785.. 
Atlantic Deck (Inside) u- £643 
AtlanticDeck(Out5ide) . £888 
SingleCab in -PI ease contact us 
fordeiaiis. 

Price iodadev 13 nigbt / W day croift on 
bom! the MS Swtarrtad on afuU hoard teat, 
all port taM^servicesuOnj^MeobleCttest 
LectarerandCnibeDirectar. - 


on board the Swiss managed 
MS Switzerland visiting the 
Scilly Isles, Cork, Dublin, 
Douglas, Fort William, Isle of 
Skye, Inverewe, Outer 
Hebrides, Orkneys, Inverness, 
Aberdeen, Edinburgh & 
the North Yorkshire Coast 


Not ItdoW; travel insurance, tippmgand 
eicumon*^ comprehensive a»is®npide- 
aflecanbepurchasedonbotfll ' 


Our airrenl CpmfitKM* of Booking ( * copy ol which i« 
avaitabfeonrequqOshaflaptfytoM r nMe fatf b i is. 


Prices ire valid for bookings tatcerrbetvrteR 7 and 

April 25. 

THEGUESTLECTURER 
Ms Christine Walkden 
Christine Walkden is a Plan tswoman 
and Horticulturist as well as a lecturer, 
broadcaster, author and botanical guide. 
Over the past 18 years She . has planned, 
organised and led tours to the (JSA& 
many Mediterranean and European coun- 
tries. 

In addition she is a lecturer for The 
Alpine Garden Society. The Hardy Plant 
Society. The ExpeditionAdvisory Centre 
and the Royal Geographic Society. 

0171-6161000 


television. Public facilities includeaone-sit- 
tingrestaurant.anumber of bars. Admiral's 
Lounge, shop, fi tness centre, library, casino, 
swimming poo) and beauty parlour. 


VOYAGESJUtESVERNE 
21 Dorset Square .london NW \ 
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New poll puts 
Labour in 21 
point lead 


John Rentoul 


Labour has a solid 21-puim lead 
in the first of a new scries of 
Harris polls for The Indepen- 
dent. Our survey, which will be 
published fortnightly in the 
nm-up to the general election 
in eight weeks' time, suggests 
that Conservative supporters 
are more likely than Labour 
voters to change their mind. 

The adjusted figures in our 
poll put Labour on 53 per cenu 
the Tories on 32 per cent and 
the Liberal Democrats on ID 
per cenL 

Our findings come on lhe 
same day as a Gallup poll for 
today's Daily Telegraph showing 
a dramatic widening in Labour's 
lead from 1 5 to 26 points, which 
is unlikely to rctieci a real 
movement of opinion. 

However, there is certainly no 
sign of Labour's lead weaken- 
ing in the wake of last weeks 
victory in the Wirral South by- 
election. 

In our survey. 62 per cent of 
Labour voters say they will "cer- 
tainly" vote Labour, while only 
50 per cent of those who intend 
to vote Tory say they will 
certainly do so. 

Conversely. 17 per cent of 
Tory voters’ admit that they 
might change their mind about 
how to vote, against only 12 per 
cent of Labour voters. The find- • 


ings scotch the theory that the 
Labour vote is soft. 

Of those currently intending 
to vote Labour, 1 2 percent say 
they voted Tory in 1992 and 6 
per cent say they have switched 
from the Liberal Democrats. 

On the other hand, the find- 
ing may reflect the well-estab- 
lished reluctance of Tory 


Poll results 


Voting intentions: 


Labour 53% 

Con 32% 

Lib Dem 10% 

Other 5% 


Sample: 1.009 Fieldwork: 
28 February - 3 March 
Independont/Harrts poll 


supporters to identify them- 
selves - a Was which con- 
tributed to the failure of 
opinion polls at the last election. 

Like the other polling com- 
panies. Harris has adjusted its 
•Taw" figures by reallocating 
dun’t-knows and people who 
refuse to say how they intend to 
vote, to the party they say they 
voted for in 1^92. This has the 
effect of culling Labour's share 
of the vole by two points and 
adding two points to Lhe Tory 
vote. 


Our poll ’s findings are in ihc 
same range as those of the oth- 
er main polling companies - the 
average Labour lead is cur- 
rently 18 points. One of the 
main differences is that it gives 
the lowest figure for Paddy 
Ashdown's Liberal Democrats 
- who according to 1CM are 
running at 16 per cent, not 
much lower than their 18 per 
cent share of the vole in the 
1992 election. 

The figures for how people 
say they voted in 1992 arc also 
a useful cross-check on the 
broad reliability of the poll, and 
rhev show a Tory lead of one 
point, as against the actual 7.5- 
point margin of John Major’s 
victory. This is about what 
would be expected, given that 
people tend to “mis-remember" 
voting for the party they support 
now. 

Our poll also asked a series 
of questions about people's at- 
titudes to the possibility of 
cloning human beings. Detailed 
analysis of the figures reveals 
that older people and women 
are markedly more hostile to the 
idea. Of women. 78 per cent 
thought human cloning should 
never be allowed and all re- 
search into it stopped, against 
66 per cent of men; and Si per 
cent ofovcr-55swere totally op- 
posed. against bb per cent of 
under-35s. 


The uncertainty around election time 
can lead to changing interest rates, 
which means the amount you pay on 
your mortgage each month can become 
unpredictable. 

Taking out a TSB fixed rate mortgage 
guarantees that your monthly interest 
payments remain constant, making it easier 


for you to plan your budget. 

Call TSB PhoneBank free on the 
number below or call into your local 
branch for a quotation. 

And give yourself some peace of mind 
for the unforseeable future. 


0500 758 OOO 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOANS SECURED ON IT. v 
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Christian Wbhnw' 

Westminster Correspondent 

Householders will have to pay 
an average 6 to 7 .per cent in- 
crease on their coundJiax bins . 
this year, according to ^survey 
published yesterday. 

The increased wfls sharked 
an immetfeterow, with Labour 
c l ai min g that the increases, were 
a result of cuts in government _ 
grant, while the' Tories blamed 
profligate _ Labour-«)ntroJied 
councils. Ih Scotland, -Where 
local authorities have been tut 
particularly hard by reduced 
grants, council workers walked _ 

sharp. mcreases^ > cotEQ^to^ 
levee and reductions in services.; 

. With thfcvast number of au- 
thorities now in Labour or Lib- 
eral Democrat control, and the 
Ibries o^ cbntrolfin^ 14- coun- 
cils, it is difficult to make the 
usual poUticaT comparisons. 
However, the C3jartered Insti- 
tute, of PublkFinanceand Ac- 
countancy report survey was 
published the day afierLabour- 
oontionedliverpoot CSty Conn-’ 
dl set a tax BarnJ D rate of 
£1,110, the highest in the coon- ' 
tty.Ttajy-tftm Westminster C3ty ; 


Council has seta rare of £304 
for die same band. There are 
wide variations in rises across 
the coon try, with Labour-con- 
trolled Wolverhampton showing 


me mgnesLnge, with an increase 

of 20 per. chat ... 

: TheC^pfa report shows that 
the bill for an average B and D 
heimfe goes op to jusuraderfiffiW 
in England. In- V&Jes, the rise 
issdghtly h%hbr; Whh ' *12 per- 
cent Increase, making the av- 
erage bffl £494: In Scotland, 
average tax irises' ofl3 per cent 
are expected across the coun- 
try’s 32 councils. ' " 

.Conservative. Barry Vice- 
Chairman Eric Ftekles told the 
TbeUty programme, yesterday; 
“What it shows is that Labour 
is' veiy expensive, llwy don’t 
collect council taxes and. they 
- ebargp a kit for not receiving ter- 
ribly good services.” 

. But Frank Dobson, Labour 
spdfceapan oil the environment 
said the Government had re- 
duoed its grqntby£4bn over the 
.next three years. 

Mr Dobson pointed to a 
statement in the House by 
. David Cony, the local govern- 
ment minister, wbbsajdrlast De- 
cember that “the Gcrverment 


has reduced income tax, coun- 
cil taxes will rise somewhat ...” 
He said; “The thing we have to 
recognise about these, council 
lax increases is that they are ex- 
actly the ones the Government 
planned and announced on 
Budget Day.” 

Liberal Democrats; who con- 
trol four times, as many conn-, 
dls as the lories, say the in- 
creases come as no surprise. 

In Scotland, meanwhile, 
20,000 cponcil workers staged a 
one-day walkout as councils 
met to fix budgets for next year. 
The strike by members of the 
TJnisonunion affected councils 
in Edinburgh, Glasgow and 
Midlothian. The union claims 
10,000 johs are threatened by 
coimcfl cutbacks which will in- 
volve drastic cuts in services. 
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Sign of times: Labour's poster Wghfighrting the threat to the basic state pension posed by Tbry ptens Ptolpgapb: Adrian Derms 


Labour to 
demand 
audits of 
crimes 

Crime-cutting targets would be 
set in every area of ibe country 
under a Labour government. 
Jack Straw, the party’s home af- 
fairs, spokesman, "announced 
yesterday, writes Fran Abrams. 

Mr Straw said police and 
local authorities would be 
forced to set the targets, which 
would he costed and published 
along with their success rates. 

In a speech to a Local Gov- 
ernment Association confer- 
ence on crime, he said each area 
would have a statutory duty to 
develop a community safety 
plan highlighting the types of 
crime which needed tackling lo- 
cally. Labour would also de- 
mand “crime audits” to provide 
details of local crime problems, 
“multi-agency neighbourhood 
j nuisance teams” to tackle prob- 
lems and new powers to tackle 
the problem of children under 
lti on the streets. Community 
safety orders would give police 
and focal authorities powers to 
tackle ami -social neighbours. 


PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 

SCORING THE EXCHANGES 
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Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 


rents urged to be wary of league tables i 0 
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Parents jre today receiving 
w rillcn "health warning" from 
schools urging them to treat 
primary league tables published 
lor the first lime next week with 
extreme caution. 

Headteachers have told par- 
ent > that the tables, containing 
>chc» it-by-schonl results of lots 
taken by i I -war-olds last sum- 
im r. are “ mislead inn". 


Among the details parents 
are being asked in lake into ac- 
count arc absences of children 
eligible to take the English, 
maths and science tests, but 
whose marks count as zero 
when the tables are calculated. 

Heads have sent the letters 
on the advice of the National 
Association of Head Teachers 
(NAHT). which Iasi January lost 
a High Court challenge to as- 
pects of the league tahles. 

Their action is the second 


attack on the tables in a week. 
On Wednesday, another leach- 
ing union, the Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers, pub- 
lished researchwhich suggested 
almost a quarter of children had 
been given the wrong grade 
in English. 

Gillian Shephard. Secretary 
of Slate for Education and Em- 
ployment. yesterday denied the 
tahles were misleading. Both 
unions were “seeking to dis- 
credit the biggest information 


exercise of its kind for parents 
and the wider public ever un- 
dertaken - .. she said. 

Mrs Shephard pointed out 
that Nigel de Gruchy. general 
secretary of the National Asso- 
ciation of Schoolmasters Union 
of Women Teachers, had 
blamed aitacks on the system on 
a "liny clique". 

The tables are heing pub- 
lished on Tuesday only after a 
about-turn a year ago by Mrs 
Shephard.. She originath had 


said she would wait a further 
year until the tests for J 1-year- 
olds had “bedded down”. 

Although the Department 
of Education and Employment 
will publish the data in alpha- 
betical order, it will be turned 
into tables by newspapers. 

NAHT general secretary 
David Hart yesterday said the 
union warned parents to have 
a letter from school putting the 
league tables in context before 
publication day. 


An absence of only four chil- 
dren from a group of 17 in one 
primary eligible to Lake the 
tests had meant a distortion of 
almost 25 per cent making ihe 
school’s performance appear far 
worse than it was. he said 
The NAHT is concerned that 
by dropping only a few extra 
marks, pupils can slip from lev- 
el four, which is the standard 
fixed by the Government as ap- 
propriate for 1 1 -vear-oJcls, to 
level three, making it appear 


IfKV are IIP to two ware behind, sure Ihe only thin* thev publish 
the fact is accurate and fair- Ws len ^ 

in the that ii will not be accurate, « “ill 


that no account is taken in the 
tables of the number of children 
with special educational needs 
who take the tests and may 
achieve tower scores than their 
classmates, dragging down their 
schools league table placing. 

Mr Hart denied his union was 
using “spoiling tactics" 1 in ad- 
vance of the tables' publication. 
He said: “There is an obligation 
on the Government to make 


not be fair and it will substan- 
tially depress results in a num- 
ber of schools." 

The NAHT was not against 
testing but opposed league tables 
in the present form, he added. 
Mr Hart said whoever became 
Secretary of State for Education 
after the election ought to ex- 
amine different ways to repre- 
sent children's performance. 



be line faces 
month delay 


Ran deep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


The Jubilee Line extension, the 
t‘2.nhn rail project which will link 
Westminster t«» e;*s« London arid in- 
troduce a host o! new stations in the 
capiml. will he delated by up to 12 
months, it has been confirmed. 

The announcement • if a delay has 
been w ideb anticipated since a tun- 
nel collapse in PN4 stopped work for 
six months, although London Trans- 
port had until this week insisted that 
the JLE would open on time in 
March next t ear. 

The delay also saw a simmering 
feud between London Transport 
and the Government over the fund- 
ing ol the Tube break out into the 
open. The Department of Transport's 
spin doctors hud suggested in media 
briefings thjt spending on the ex- 
tension was out of control, and sug- 
gested that this fact had contributed 
in the Gwernment's decision to 
privatise the Tube. 

However, in a meeting on Tuesday 
described ;is "frosty - , erri/ servants ad- 
mitted to London Underground 
bosses that the DoT briefings had 
been "poorly drafted". 

The Government and LT dis- 
agreed on the actual length of the de- 


lay to the service. Peter Ford. LT’s 
chairman, had intended toannuunce 
a six-month delay this week, but Sir 
George Young, the Secretary of 
State for Transport, intervened when 
his advisers said a longer delay 
might occur. 

The extension includes a new sta- 
tion at the site of the planned Mil- 
lennium celebrations in Greenwich 
and a substantial delay will prove a 
headache for the next* government. 

Bom in 1W) of Margaret Thatch- 
er’s plans for Docklands regenera- 
tion. the JLE was designed to carry 
sfitcfcbrokers from Waterloo station 
to the gleaming towers of Canary 
Wharf on the Isle of Dogs. Work only 
started on the project in i9**3. 

The 1 1 -mile-long extension has al- 
ready seen its funding increase from 
£1.9bn to £2.5bn_ But the delays have 
been caused by a range of unrelat- 
ed problems including the com- 
plexity of building a new station 
under the Houses of Parliament. 
Trains running under the Palace of 
Westminster are subject to strict 
speed limits to prevent vibration. 

The extra cost, expected to top 
OSOm. will be shouldered by Lon- 
don Transport - w'hich has just seen 
ministers cut its grant by £43Um for 
the next three years. 
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Late arrival: LT has had to find an extra £280m to fund the Jubilee Line extension, seen here looking west toward the City 


Photograph: AKsdair MacDonald 



Lawyers say nanny 
charge is too harsh 


Louise Jury 


Orange Talkshare. Two reduced 
price phones. One Talk Plan with 
shared minutes. One connection 
charge. One monthly bill. 


Motorola mr20 twin pack 



60 minutes of free talk time to ska re 
each month io' only £3750 (plus VAT). 

Cal's between Orange phones only 
10 p per minute (plus VAT> throughout 
the week. 

Weekend calls only 5p per minute 
(plus VAT* tor ail local, national and 
Orange to Orange calls. 

Orango ho a of its include per second 
biking, free 12 months insurance with 


24 hour replacement and a 14 day 
money back guarantee. 

Both phones will receive new numbers 
from Orange Persona 1 Con. mu meat', ons 
Services Ltd. 


Lawyers for the British nanny 
Louise Woodward said yester- 
day (bat a United States grand 
jury decision to charge her with 
the first-degree murder of a 
baby was hasty and wrong. 

Tlte firm of Silverglate and 
Good said: “A slower, more de- 
liberative and ultimately fairer 
investigation would not have re- 
sulted in this indictment." Sev- 
eral legal experts said it was 
unusual and manslaughter was 
a more likely charge in such 
cases. 

Ms Woodward. 19. was ar- 
rested in the United Stales last 
month after nine- mo nth-old 
Matthew Happen died from a 
brain haemorrhage. Doctors 
said the baby's injuries were 
consistent with him beiag shak- 
en so hard that his brain had 
smashed repeatedly against the 
inside of his skull. A post- 
mortem examination showed he 
had suffered a fractured skull, 
caused by a “blunt trauma 
wound’’ consistent with being 
thrown against a wall. 

Ms Woodward, who had 
been working for the baby's 
family in Newton near Boston, 
Massachusetts, after t aking her 
A-levels, was arrested and held 
in custody. The decision to 
charge her with murder was 
made by 22 grand jury members 
on Wednesday. 

Several legal experts said 
yesterday that the first-degree 
murder charge, which carries an 
automatic penalty of life in 
prison without possibility of 
parole if convicted, ’was 
uncommon. 



cares for their- children. Like 
many of the other 12,000 a u 
pairs in the US, Ms Woodward 
was looking after Matthew and 
his older brother. Brendan, 


before going to university. 

Her mother. Sue, told ITN 
that her daughter had not 
abused the child. “She can think 
of nothing she did that day that 
would cause Matthew to have 
any sort of seizure at all. She 
took very good care of him and 
did everything she could to help 
him when he was in difficulties.” 

Her daughter was making the 
best of a bad situation. Mrs 
Woodward added. “She realis- 
es she has to go through this 
process in order to prove her 
innocence.” 

But critics claim the case 
highlights a problem with lack 
of training and screening for au 
pairs. The young women, who 
are typically in their teens or ear- 
ly 20s and have no qualifications, 
are often unprepared for the 
work of caring for children. 

In at least two cases in the 
US, secret cameras set up by 
suspicious parents have shown 
nannies battering the babies 
they were supposed to be look- 
ing after. Spying on nannies has 
produced its own business - 
closed-circuit cameras are now 
available in teddy bears and 
burglar alarm sensors. 

EF Au Pair of Cambridge 
helped place Ms Woodward 
with, the Eappens. It has been 
paying .for her defence.' In a 
statement, the agency said: “We 
support Louise -Woodward's 
right to a fair trial and hope that 
the truth will be uncovered and 
justice will.be served." ••• 


Louise Woodward: Fating 
first-degree murder charge 


Joseph Balliro, a prominent 
iminai defence lawyer in 


criminal defence lawyer in 
Boston, said: “First-degree 
murder requires premeditation 
and malice aforethoughL In 
other words, the Distnct At- 
torney is going to have to per- 
suade a jury that this girl 
intended to loll this ldd." 

Stephen Lyons, another 
Boston lawyer, said the massive 
amount of publicity the case had 
generated both in the US and 
Europe may have contributed 
to the decision. “The intense 
publicity has put a great deal of 
pressure on prosecutors to do 
what they think the public wants 
in this case.” he said. 

The baby's parents, Sunil 
Eappen, 30, an anacsthesioio- 
gist, and his wife, Deborah, 31, 
an ophthalmologist, have not 
commented on the case. Bui it 
has shocked American parents 
and raised questions about who 
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Prayer 


By Elaine Feinstein 


Connection to Orange Talkshare is 
subject to status anc a one on 
connection charge of £30 (plus VAT). 
Your Orange contract will bo for ;-i 
miriin'ium of 12 months. 


The windows are black tonight. The lamp 
ai my bedside peering with its yellow 
40-wati light can haniJy make out the chair. 
Nothing is stmngerthdn the habit uf prayer. 


Horse guards 
turfe blit civil 
servants’ cars 


The face of God as seen on this planet 
is rarely gentle: the young gazelle is food 
I for the predator; filmy shapes 
that need little more than carbon and water. 


kind out mere about Ta'.kshare before 31$t March 199/ at 


evolve like patterns on Dawkins' 
computer; the intricate miracles 
of eye and wing respond to the same 
logic. I accept the evidence. 


Currys 


But God is the wish to live. Eveiywhere, 
as cumh ores lick their young with 
tenderness, in the htunan struggle 


tenderness, in the human struggle 
nothing is stranger than the habit of prayer. 


Ask in store for full details. £a:l C18< 200 0200 tor y our nearest store. 


orange" 
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"Prayer" is one of the poems that appears in New Writing <5, 
the latest annual anthology of verse, fiction and essays pub- 
lished by Vintage (17.99) in association with the British Coun- 
cil This volume is edited by A S Byatt and Peter Porter, .and 
the other poets represented m it include Simon Armitage, Ruth 
Padel. Peter Rcdgrove. Lavinia Greenlaw and Michael 
Hofmann. • 


Senior civi] servants have been 
told that there privileged car- 
parking spaces era ; Horse 
Guards -Parade in -Whitehall 
have gone -for -.good, writes 
Stephan Goodwin. 

Except on. state occasions, 
pedesfcntaate wffl fanve free roam 
of the square, with its panoram- 
ic views. of St James's Park and 
the back of Downing Street' 

Ending car parking cm the 
Parade was recommended by 
the Royal Parks Review Group 
in 1993. It saidit was "quite tin- 
acceptable that so fine a. space 
... should be used in this way”. 

In June 1994, Thelndepen- 
den/ revealed that the plan had 
been quashed by- Jobh- Major 
and senior cabinet ministes be- 
cause of pressure- from Down- 
ing Stj&stayil servants. V " 

At the time, about.800 peo- 
ple were entitled to park on 
Home Guards. The number has 
now been, cut to about 250. 
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to stop child 

sex industry 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

AduJts in Britain are getting 
away with paying for andprof- 
rtmg from sex with children, the 
first national conference on 
child prostitution was told 
yesterday. 

The Children's Society called 
for urgent action to tackle sex- 
ual exploitation, more com- 
monly associated with countries 


tioned for prostitution being 
only tO years old. Between 
1989 and 1^3, four convictions 
were secured against 12-year-' 
old girls and two against 
fourteen-year-old bqy$... 

“We know from our work 
that these' children have fallen 
through every safety net there 
is-" said lan Sparks , 'the Sod-, 
sty's chief executive. “Many 
have been abused or neglected 
as young children and expert- 




pmes, recommending a damp- 
down on adult offenders. 

While no accurate figure ex- 
ists on how many children are 
involved in prostitution. Home 
Office figures show that between 
1989 and 1995, 2380 cautions 
were issued and 1730 convic- 
tions were secured against chil- 
dren and young people under 
the age of 18 for offences 
relating to soliciting. 

Anecdotal evidence suggests 
that the age of children on the 
streets is going down, with the 
youngest ever child ever can- 




lives which leave them vulner- 
able to adults who target them 
for abuse. 

“If there is one common de-‘ 
□ominator.it is that these chD- 
dren and young people simply 
do not feel anyone cares about 
them. As a result they do not 
care about themselves.” 

• Allan Levy, QC,airfhoraf the 
foreword of the charity's book 
ChiB Prostitution in Britain, told 
the conference: “The approach * 
should be towards prevention. 
If that foils protection not pros- 
ecution should be the policy ~ 


in view of a recent television play 
about an 1 1-ycar-old girl, her in- 
cantation ‘£30 for a blow job: £25 
■ for a hand job' should be ring- 
ing in our ears and featuring in 
our nightmares.'* 

The Sodety called on the po- 
lice and the Crown Prosecution 
Service to prosecute adults who 
abuse or profit from the abuse 
of children. Local authorities 
Should also provide services 
for children on the street and 


people should be increased. 

The charity, which is the 
largest single provider of refuge 
projects for child runaways, 
caused outrage after producing 
leaflets, with a Malaysian beach- 
style sunset, asking: "Why 
travel six thousand miles to have 
sex with children when you 
■ can do the same thing in 
Bournemouth?" Similar leaflets 
named Manchester. Leeds, 


Haemophiliacs’ 
choice depends 
on postcode 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

Treatment for haemophiliacs 
presently “depends upon the pa- 
tient's postcode" and the De- 
partment of Health must take 
action to deal with this- experts 
warned yesterday. 

In a fetter to the Briti^t Medical 
Journal the UK Haemophilia 
Centre Directors Organisation 
(UKHCDO) urged the Govern- 
ment to ensure such patients are 
treated fairly and not “abrogate 
its responsibility". 

At present some haemophil- . 
iacs are treated with recombi- 
nant Factor VHI, a purer, 
artificial form of the clotting 
agent, rather than the cheaper, 
plasma-derived version made 
from treated human blood 
which carries a higher risk of vi- 
ral infection. 

Doctors generally agree that 
recombinant factor VHJ is 
preferable on clinical grounds 
to plasma-derived Factor VI II 
for all haemophiliacs, but es- 
pecially for children. 

Last month four boys un- 
successfully rook their local 
health authorities to the high 
court after they refused to fund 
the recombinant treatment. 

Dr Christopher Ludlam, 
chairman of the UKHCDO 
said tbat the group had advised 
that recombinant should be 
used, particularly for babies 
and children who were not in- 
fected with hepatitis C But he 
added: “The implementation of 
the guideline recommendations 
... has been variable." 

In the south of England, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland 
recombinant Factor VIII is be- 
coming available for high pri- 
ority patients, In the north of 






T'M VERY CROSS. 

1. it was outrageously 
extravagant. You're 
a wicked child. They 
came this morning. 

I love you.' 



0500 43 43 4 j 


Birmingham and Wales. On 

fo C ^distri?uite no more in Expert panel: Peter Leach (left), the architect at Ightham Mote, near Sevenoaks in Kent, and Robert Howard of Nottingham University preparing 
Bournemouth after complaints, an oak panel from the chapel ceiling to test its age. The house is thought to have the oldest long gallery in England Photograph: Peter Maccnarmfd 


England same directors of pub- 
lic health are willing to fund it, 
while neighbouring authorities 
are not “Treatment choice de- 
pends on a patients postcode. 
There are thus widely divergent 
arrangements for treatment 
vrith a drag that is perceived by 
physicians, patients and parents 
alike to be safer.” 

Df Ludlam said that health 
authorities had frequently made 
funding decisions which were 
“arbitrary" and that the DoH 
had “not so far provided any ev- 
idence to UKHCDO to indicate 
rFVm should not be the treat- 
ment of choice." 

Calling for dialogue between 
the directors and government, 
he added that the department 
should provide leadership on 
bow the guidelines should V* im- 
plemented. “Tb leave the deci- 
sion ip the apparent vagaries of 
local purchasers is to abrogate 
its responsibility for an impor- 
tant aspeci of health care." 

A spokesman for the 
Haemophilia Society welcomed 
the letter and “foBy supported 
the suggestion that dialogue 
should be established between 
UKHCDO and the Depart- 
mem of Health”. 

In the early 1980s 1,200 
haemophiliacs were infected 
with HIV from contaminated 
plasma-derived Fhctor VHL 
Around 3000- out of a total of 
5,000 haemophiliacs in the UK 
- have been infected with he- 
patitis C. 

The UK’s use of recombinant 
is between 4-10 per cent of all 
Factor VIII given. It can cost 
twice as much as the plasma -de~ 
rived product, and if a health au- 
thority refuses to pay for it, a 
doctor has little choice but to 
prescribe the less safe product 
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lebels try 
raitors’ as 


Albania 
stumbles 
closer to 
civil war 


Yannis Behrakls 

Reuters 


Sarande — Heavily-armed 
rebels in this picturesque south- 
ern Albanian port prepared to 
send a secret police officer to a 
“people's court - in the town 
square yesterday as they forti- 
fied hilltop defences against a 
possible army attack. 

Insurgents who seized control 
of the town in the anti-govern- 
ment riots at the weekend dug 
in on hilltops at the eastern en~ 
trance to the town. Rebel 
checkpoints were set up and 
barricades raised to defend 
Sarande against any attempt by 
regular army troops to crush the 
uprising. 

Undeterred by a state of 
emergency, the insurgents hold 
sway "in Sarande. the larger 
port of Vlora and several oth- 
er points in the south. 

Thousands of Sarande's in- 
habitants have joined the up- 
rising against President Sali 
Berisha." seizing an array of 
weapons from state arsenals 
during the weekend rioting. 

Hundreds of rebels paraded 
through the streets of another 
town. Tepelene. firing into the 
air with Kalashnikov rifles 
seized from an army barracks. 

Wrecks of cars and armv 


telephone yesterday to the Ital- 
ian news agency. Ansa, from 
Vlora. said the army had cut off 
the town. A hospital had been 
looted during the night, and no 
medicines were left to treaL the 
sick and wounded. “They have 
taken everything away, and we 
don't know how we are going to 
treat the bums and gunshot 
wounds.” 

Seven Albanian soldiers re- 
quested political asylum in 
Greece yesterday, the first to do 
so since Albanian rebels and the 
army clashed near the Greek 
border this week, a Greek de- 
fence ministry spokesman said. 

The soldiers would be con- 
sidered political refugees until 
the foreign and public order 
ministries decided whether to 
gram them asylum, spokesman 
Dimitris Kaisou lis said. He had 
no details on the circumstances 
under which the soldiers turned 
themselves over. He said all of 
them had been on active duty 
inside Albania. 

Sarande is in the south-west 
comer of Albania, just across 
from Corfu and north of the 
Greek border. For five days, lo- 
cals have run riot, firing new 
Kalashnikov assault rifles in 
the air, driving a seized tank 



Total defiance: Albanians opposed to the government of Safi Berisha seem ready to resort to war to oust the president 


Photograph: Eligjo Paonj/ContrastD 


around the town and sporting 
headscaivcs and ghoulish masks 
to hide their faces. 

Former army officers, siding 
with the rebels, have organised 
hundreds of gunmen into units, 
set up well-fortified defensive 
positions and established radio 
links with rebel strongholds in 
the ncarbv hills. 


vehicles littered the city centre, 
and huge slocks of dynamite 


uge stocks ot dvnair 
jiled in the barracks. 


were piled in tne barracks. 

“We will not reLurn our 
weapons until Berisha resigns." 
said one colonel. "The army in 
southern Albania has gone over 
to the side of the people. We 
took Kalashnikovs away from 
the children." 

An Italian nun. speaking by 


ere who are fighting for every- 
one in Sarande." said a group 
leader at one of the barricades 
at the entrance to the town. 

Heavy machine-guns and 
anti-aircraft artillery were being 
placed around the position, 
and camouflage was used to cov- 
er weapons for the first time. 

Rebel groups were also mov- 
ing into die hill country lo the 
north of Sarande. where* the first 
clash took place with about 60 
army regulars on Wednesday. 

In the town, a man accused 
of being a police agent was be- 
ing held by the rebels and was 
to be sent before a “people's 
court". 

The rebels tied another sus- 


[•mm 


[iWfisTa !•] 


Andrew Gumbel 


pect to a telephone pole and 
kicked him repearedfv in the 


“We’re telling everyone to 
ncover their faces. We're not 


uncover their faces. We're not 
criminals. We're freedom fight- 


kicked him repeatedly in the 
face. He was dragged before an 
enraged mob in the square 
where he “confessed" over a 
public address system. His fate 
is unknown. 


Albania's President Sali Berisha agreed 
with opposition parties yesterday that his 
armed forces would not try to seize rebel 
towns In the sooth by force, and-said he 
would offer an amnesty to insurgents who 
surrendered weapons within two days. 

A statement issued by the President and 
10 parties after more than five hours of 
talks also said Mr Berisha would seek a 
political consensus on replacing the 
Prime Minister; AJeksande Meksi, who 
stepped down last weekend. Three days 
into a state of emergency sparked by an 
armed rebellion across the south of the 
country. Mr Berisha's resolve to use an 


“iron hand" appeared to have been soft- 
ened by the force of international con- 
demnation of his repressive and 
dkta tonal behaviour: His meeting with the 
opposition leaders came two days after he 
cut off all ties with them. He also eased 
the curfew in operation in Albania and the 
restrictions that had been imposed on 
foreign journalists. 

A delegation from the Council or Eu- 
rope began a two-day fact-finding mission 

yesterday; and the Dutch Foreign Minis- 
ter; Hans Van Mierlo, was due to arrive 
in Tirana today to mediate in the crisis 
on behalf of the European Union. EU gov- 
eroments are pressing for the formation 
of a broad-bared coalition which could 


heal the rifts opened up by the conflict and 

wean Albania back towards democracy 

Mr Berisha also warmed slightly to the 
Organisation tor Security and Co-oper- 
ation in Europe, agreeing in principle to 
a visit by their freshly-appointed special 
envoy; Franz Vranitzky. although he did 
not agree to any specific date. 

On Wednesday, Mr Berisha had ruled 
out an OSCE visit, even though A lba ni a 
is a member. Relations between the or- 
ganisation and the Albanian government 
have been at rock bottom since the OSCE 
reported widespread vote-rigging in last 
May’s general elections, where Mr 
Berisha's Democratic Party claimed 
victory. 


Sarande was mostly quiet as boys and men alike tried out were busy preparing for a pos- men aboard, but yesterday it was 
yesterday, unlike previous days their new weapons. But there sible assault A tank was seized set up behind a well-built de- 


yesterday, unlike previous days their new weapons. But there sime assault A tank v 
this week when bursts of auto- was little spontaneous gunfire on Wednesday and paraded fensive p 
made rifle fire have filled the air yesterday, and most people around town with a pack of gun- Sarande. 


ided fensive position to the east qf 


A main bridge about 12 miles 
east of Sarande was bombed on 
Wednesday, limiting access to 
the coastal town from die army 
barracks to the north or from 
the Greek border to the south. 

Four army tanks were parked 
on the main north-south toad 
at the Muzine junction, which 
leads to Sarande, but soldiers let 
cars detour around the tanks 
without interference. 

A deep crater was blasted in 
the roadbed on the bridge dur- 
ing the first dash between rebels 
and army troops in the area- by 
which side was not dear - and 
only cars can skirt anxmd it Af- 
ter the bridge, rebels control the 
area. Several miles down the 
Muzine road, well-armed gun- 
men stopped cars at rebel 
checkpoints. For the first time 
rebels searched cars before let- 
ting them pass. “Wfehave a war 
on. What else can we do?" 
asked one gunman.- 






Virtual poo in the handbag 
becomes a fashion accessory 
that no girl can do without 


Rain or shine 


^^ssenger in someone else's car. 
32$%‘-pf cars on the; spot. If we can ’t 
juicing; we'll tow you to a nearby 


e;(free of chargeYCaltouts and our 


utyare free too -you 'o.n'y pay for parts. 
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You can tailor your cover to meet your 
needs- with Joint and Family cover, plus 
our 'At Home' and 'Recovery' services. 

A year's worry-free driving from just £39/ 
Come rain or shine. Cal! us today to find 


The bigh-pitched electronic 
cheep can only mean one thing: 
Michiyo Takana's Tamagotchi 
have pooed in her handbag 
again. “If you don’t dear it up,” 
Ms Takana patiently explains, 
“the number of poos increases. 
You can §et up to eight poos, 
but if you just leave them there, 
it gets sick and dies." 

She reaches into the bag and 
removes one of her pets. It re- 
sembles a flattened blue egg 
with a liny grey screen and 
three buttons. Blinking from the 
display is a small round blob 
with a smiley face. Beside it, 
cunningly pbdllated in liquid 
crystal, is a steaming virtual turd. 

Michiyo Takana. who works 
in the office next to mine is 21, 
slim and fashionably dressed. 
But more desirable than her 
beauty, wardrobe, or youth— to 
a few million of her contem- 
poraries, at least - are the two 
bleeping lumps of plastic she 
carries around with her. 


TOKYO DAYS ^ 


we came out, raid the bul, and 
it was dead.” [There can be no 
mistake when this sad moment 
arrives - a smalt digital grave- 


and-pink model, and word is 
that the most popular white 
Tamagotchi is changing hands 
for almost £800. 

Unquencbed demand is 
creating a new breed of Tam- 
agotchi criminal. While prom- 
enading recently in Shibuya. 


they are frail and unpredictable 
creatures. Overfeeding can 


stone appears on the screen.] 

. I was so shocked that I cried 


create a spoiled or delinquent 
eggsy, which will demand ever 


out more. 


0800 029 029 


RAC 


6 You can get 
up to eight poos, 
but if you leave 
them there, it 
will die? 


out. a girl in school uniform at- 
tempted to snatch the toy from 
around Ms Takana’s neck. 

Last week a helicopter, sev- 
eral patrol cars, and a dozen po- 
lice officers were involved in the 
pursuit of a gang of bandits who 
had made of with one of die vir- 
tual pets. The four delinquents 
turned out to be 14 years old. 

The toy (full name: “Hyper 
Interactive Digital Pet Tam- 
agotchi” ) has already spawned 
two how-to advice books on its 
rearing and nurture. 

Eacb game begins with the 
appearance on screen of the 
Bebitchi (“Babesy"), the most 
primitive stage of the creature; 
the aim is to keep it alive for as 
long as possible, watching it 
grow through various stages of 


eggsy, which will demand ever 
more attention; neglect, as with 
all pets, can be lethal. “The last 
time, it died when 1 was singing 
karaoke," says Miss Thkana. 

“I couldn't hear it beep, and 


I was so shocked that I cried 
I was genuinely upset and 1 
decided that the next time it 
dies, it will be because of fate, 
or sickness, not because of my 
neglect.” 


Richard Lloyd Parry 



life right to maturity as an 
Oyajitchi (“Grampsy”). 

The growing animal has var- 
ious needs, of which defecation 
is only one. Intermittent beeps 
indicate that the pet needs to be 
fed disciplined, or entertained. 
These are accomplished by 
means of the buttons and a se- 
ries of symbols; when the Tkm- 


Please quote code SS2484 when you phone 


Yes - 1 want to join the RAC Please tell me how l can join 
from just £39*. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 


Address 


Postcode 


Telephone 

Send to: RAC Rescue, FREEPOST, Bristol BS38 7AU. (No stamp needed.) . 

'Rescue Cons £39 it you pjy by Coninuou* Credit Card Ayihonr/ cr Direct Debit- Cash 
enfohncni pnee £44 and ducoiwl applies K your firn year memtaerr.'jip only. AS prices ■ 

include an enrolment tee. Phone lines epen Monday-Frxias 8am-8am. Saturday 9am-5pm. 

Sunday lOanMpn. ST0096/SSZ483/3 


Since its launch at the end of 
last year, the Tamagotchi elec- 
tronic pet (the name translates 
as something like “Eggsy”) has 
become the most sought-after, 
and the most fought-over. 
object of Japanese desire. The 
first production run of 750,000 
models, originally priced at yen 
1.9S0 (£10.50), has long since 
been exhausted. Factories in 
Hong Kong and Singapore are 
working frenziedly to produce 
4 million more by next month. 
The manufacturer, Bandai, 
plans to sell 13 million over the 
next year. 

Black market Tamagotchi 
are changing hands at unbe- 
lievable prices. Ms Takana has 
been offered £250 for her blue- 


Make 


your 

Mother's 


Day 


agqtchi is ill (perhaps from 
being left for toolong with a full 
nappyioad) you treat him by 
moving a cursor and clicking on 
a tiny syringe. 

The uniqueness of the game 
is the length of time over which 
it is played. The game beeps for 
attention a couple of times an 
hour, but it can be muted or put 
into hibernation when more 
pressing matters are at hand, 
and it sleeps for 12 hours a 
night. One day is the equivalent 
of one Tamagotchi year, and so 
the best brought up eggsies are 
now several months old. but 


Give Theatre Tokens this 
Mother's Day, 

Sunday 9th March. 

They can be used at over 160 
theatres nationwide, indnding 
ail of London's West End. 
Simply boy Theatre Tokens 
from most brandies of 
VVH Smith, Books etc, through 
licketmaster 01713444444, 
711*618 London 0171 06 6012 



Call our 24 hourlokenline 

0171 240 8800 
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international 


cure 


Pha Reeves 

Moscow 

Seven months late, Boris Yeltsin 
in effect began his second term 
of office yesterday with a tele- 
vised speech lo parliament In 
which he finally signalled that 
be is back on active duty as the 
president of an angiy, disori- 
entated, and often lawless na- 
tion. 

Both his doctors and his 
Kremlin handlers breathed a 
sigh of relief after the Russian 
leader delivered a state-of-the- 
nation address which will have 
done much to convince the 
world that he has - at least, for 
now - overcome his ill health. 

Last ni^ht, Russia was await- 
ing details of a government 
reshuffle, the second Sourish in 
a. comeback that was delayed 
first by his multiple- bypass 
surgery, and then by an attack 
of double pneumonia that con- 
vinced much of the country's po- 
litical cHite that the Yeltsin eTa 
was drawing to a dose. - 

But the 66-year-old president, 
officially inaugurated last Au- 
gust, demonstrated that those 
predictions may have been pre- 
mature. His powers of survival 
- which helped him weather on 
armed conflict with parliament, 
the Chechen war, a near total 
collapse rn his rating^, person- 
al depression, and at least two 
heart attacks - have yet tor be 
exhausted. 

Although Mr Yeltsin seemed 
to flag slightly towards the end 
of the 25-minute speech, he 
spoke dearly and strongly and 
looked fitter than at any time 
since rocking and rolling at a 
pop concert on a whirlwind 
election campaign last sum- 
mer, before disappearing from 
view in late June. 


. Since then, Mr Yeltsin’s pop- 
ularity has nosedived, driven 
„ downwards by public indigna- 
tion' over his broken election 
promises, unpaid wages and 
pensions, crime, corruption and 
general economic despair. A 
few Russians may have taken 
. comfort yesterday in the knowl- 
edge that there is, at last, a 
working president in the Krem- 
lin. But the content of his 
speech seems unlikely to have 
won him many new fans. . 

It was an unsubtie example 
of a Communist-era tradition in 
which the party leader publicly . 
lambasted the apparatchik! on 



Healthy state: Boris Yhftsln 
before his address began 

behalf o f the abused masses. For 
Mr Yehsm, who frequently uses 
this technique, it was as if the 
government was not his re- 
sponsibility. 

In a sweeping and bleak in- 
dictment.- he depicted a coun- 
try that was stranded midway 
beneath the derelict Soviet sys- 
tem and a free market econo- 
my. He bemoaned Russia's 
falling production, lack of in- 
vestment, unpaid waj>e$ and 
pensions, declining living stan- 
dards, and "corruption at every 


level of power". Plans for a 
nationwide strike on 27 March 
had his sympathy. “This is an 
alarm. This is a sign that peo- 
ple are running out of pa- 
tience.” One of his only 
moments of optimism was a pre- 
diction that Russia would see 2 
per cent growth this year. 

Bat there was little new in his 
prescriptions for dealing with 
these dangerous aShneutSL These 
included a crackdown cm cor- 
ruption, fighter budgeting prac- 
tices, a simplified tax code, and 
compliance with the widely ig- 
nored- federal constitution. He 
talked of introducing “compe- 
tent and vigorous people" into 
government, said be was soon 
planning to take fundamental 
decisions on- the reform of 
armed forces, which were in an 
“extremely worrying" state. 

His performance was, in- 
evitably, rubbished by Gen- 
nady Zyuganov, leader of the 
Communists, who. charac- 
terised his speech as “miserable, 
.helpless buffoonery, without 
any real content". However, 
yesterday. It was not the presi- 
dent's words that mattered 
most 

The fact that he made the 
speech, in seemingly good 
health, meant that Mr Yeltsin . 
could at last chalk up a triumph 
in a country which had begun ! 
to compare bis rule with the za- 
stoi -stagnation - of the Brezh- 
nev era. 

It was certainly a triumph for 
his handlers, who successfully 
attracted media attention away 
from the president’s health by 
systematically leaking bits of his 
speech earlier this week. And it 
was a signal that he intends to 
compete his four year-term, 
despite the menacing circling of 
pretenders to bis throne. 
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<3oty days: Celebrating Mass at the Gdansk shipyard during the 1980s protests. Now it is to close Photograph: Camera Press 


Solidarity’s 
birthplace 
consigned 
to history 


Adrian Bridge 

Central Europe Correspondent 

The Gdansk shipyard, ihc birth- 
place of communist Eastern 
Europe's first independent 
trade union, yesterday fell vic- 
tim lo the very forces it helped 
to unleash when its last 3.S00 
employees were told they had 
been axed. 

There was bitterness and re- 
gret at the news, “it look my 
breath away when we were told 
we had all been fired," said Ro- 
man Gaiezowski. who has been 
building ship hulls for 19 years 
at Gdansk. 

The shipyard shot to promi- 
nence in 1980 when it succeed- 
ed in forcing the then-ruling 
Communists Vi recognise the 
Solidarity trade union under the 
leadership of Lech Walesa. 

Paradoxically, the introduc- 
tion of a free market in Poland 
signalled the death knell for the 
over-manned and uncompeti- 
tive Gdansk vard. 


Nato favours three for the club 


Nato is down to a shortlist of 
three likely new members - 
Poland, the Czech Republic 
and Hungary - although Slove- 
nia is still a possible fourth, ac- 
cording to senior Nato sources. 

They also said the shape of 
a Nato-Russia deaL and of the 
mechanisms for consultation 
between Nato and other East 
European stales, is emerging 
fast 

The structure is expected to 
be three-legged: an Atlantic 
partnership for co-operation 
with the remaining non-Nato 
states in Eastern Europe after 
the first wave of enlargement; 
a Nato-Russia council; and, in 
an unexpected development, a 
forum for negotiations between 
Nato and Ukraine. 


CONNECT TO 


one 2 one 


AND RECEIVE 

5 FREE CDs 


80% GREAT BRITAIN 
POPULATION COVERAGE 


One Z One is the fastest 
growing digital network 
covering London, the South 
East, West Midlands, the South 
Coast, Manchester, Liverpool 
and York. For more details of 
coverage in your area please 
call the One 2 One coverage 
line on 0956 956956. 
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Shortlist is narrowed down to Poland, Hungary and 
the Czech Republic, writes Christopher Bellamy 


Of the likely new members, 
Poland, with 40 million people, 
is expected to be the fifth most 
important member of Nato 
after the United States, Ger- 
many, Britain and France. 

All new members will have 
senior officers in key Nato ap- 
pointments. But Poland’s size 
and military tradition will make 
it a key player. Slovenia is still 
a possible new member the 
first time round. Sources said 
the real problems were over 
Nato states ratifying a possible 
fifth member, Romania. 

The invitations to join will be 
issued at the Madrid Nato sum- 
mit in July, and Nato bones the 
first new members may be able 
to join in time for the Al- 
liance’s 50th anniversary sum- 
mit in April 1999. though this 
is said to be “not a target or a 
deadline". 

Officials rejected suggestions 
that a final derision would be 


made at this month's Helsinki 
summit between Presidents 
Clinton and Yeltsin. There will 
be a North Atlantic Coopera- 
tion Council meeting in Portu- 
gal at the end of May. 

The mechanics of enlarge- 
ment are not the main problem. 
Nato now believes. "Russia 
handling" is one, and disputes 
between the Alliance are the 
other. “We are offering you 
(Russia] a very genuine and se- 
rious strategic partnership. 
Please make the most of it", one 
lop Nato official said. “If they 
miss out on the next two years 
they miss out on a new culture”. 

He added that Russian mis- 
givings about Nato enlarge- 
ment had been acknowledged. 

“They see us [Nato] as a mir- 
ror-image of the Warsaw Pact. 
They think were going to put 
in Poland the same infrastruc- 
ture they put in East Ger- 
many". 


However, Nato is adamant 
Russia will noi be given a veto 
over derision -making and Nato 
will not promise Russia that cer- 
tain countries will never be al- 
lowed to join. Nor w ill there he 
any pledge not in conduct Nato 
exercises in Eastern Europe, or 
to deploy Western troops in new 
member states. 

Ukraine. a slate of more than 
50 million people, which gave up 
the nuclear weapons it inherit- 
ed from the Soviet Union is “a 
very big subject - , and Nato 
plans to treat it as a mini-version 
of Russia, with its own forum for 
liaison with Naio. "We are go- 
ing through all the same issues 
uTfront of the Ukrainians as we 
are with the Russians", a For- 
eign Office official said. 

The Alliance'^ biggest prob- 
lem is internal, the French 
want a European to take charge 
of Nato's Southern European 
Command l Alsou th j. based in 


Naples, but ihc US and some 
other Nato countries have been 
adamant this should not happen 
because of the strategic impor- 
tance of the Mediterranean. 

However, there haw been 
extensive changes in Arscmih 
since Nato moved into Bosnia 
in 1995. Instead of being a “US 
fiefdora with the odd Italian ". 
Nato officials said European 
Nato nations had moved into 
key positions in the command, 
particularly the British and 
Norwegians. 

Nato planners have pntduccd 
the first two plans based on 
scenarios for operations lo be 
carried out by the Western Eu- 
ropean Union - the European 
group within Nato. 

• It’s the first step towards 
Nato doing the \VEU's opera- 
tional planning for it - , a Nato 
source said. 

It is envisaged that the 
Deputy Supreme Allied Com- 
mander Europe . usually a 
Briton and currently General Sir 
Jeremy Mackenzie, will take 
charge of \VEU operation^ 
using Nato troops. 
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Free from charges 


Banking with First Direct is free because we never 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday banking 
transactions, even if you’re overdrawn. And ail our 
customers automatically receive an overdraft up to £250 
- also free Of any fees. So compared to other high sues! 
bank accounts you're better off with First Direct from day 
one. We’re a member of the HSBC Group which is one of the 
largest bonking and financial services organisations in the 
world, and in the course of a year you'* find we offer more 
cost effective current account banking. And the service we 
provide means you benefit in many other ways too. 


By telephone, 24 hours a day 


We provide the uftlmate in convenience. You can bank 
with us at any time, 365 days [and nights) of the year, 
from wherever there's a telephone. In your home, office 
or car. And all UK calls are charged at local rates. 


Personal and professional service 


Every call bs answered by our Banking Representatives. They have all 
they need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And when you require more specialised assistance, such as 
a loan, they can instantly refer you to someone who can help. 


Getting cash is easy 


Every Cheque Account customer receives the 
First Direct Card. This allows you 
.- to withdraw up to £500 a day 
- ji L g- from over 11.500 cash machines 
'KS&flKH a’' 011 ™* the UK < including those 
of Midland, it also guarantees 
HgpPI IS*" cheques for £100 and includes the 
Switch payment facility. 


Why pay to 
bank when ' 
First Direct 
is free? 


So is paying bills 


Our service includes a free bW payment service. Simply call, tell us 
who to pay. how much and when, and we do if. This means you can 
arrange to pay all your bilks at the most convenient time without the 
need to keep having to remember to organise it. 


A full banking service with more benefits 
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need for you to do the same. 


We work hard to maintain the service 
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No hiding place for fraudsters as Europe 


moves to end tax havens and ‘piracy’ 


Plan could recoup 
billions of unpaid 
duty, writes 

Sarah Helm 

in Brussels 


Ideas lor European fiscal citizenship 
which could lead to the eventual set- 
ting up of a European tax authority 
are to be canvassed next week al a 
high level meeting on tax reform in 
Brussels. 

The idea envisages the gradual 
abolition of "resident - and “non res- 
ident" tax status for European citi- 
zens. in order to create a single 
"European resident" status for tax- 
payers. 

The plan, which exists in outline 
only, is initially intended as a way nf 
slopping cross-border tax fraud. Cit- 
izcas (King in one member state 
would no longer be able to avoid tax 
by investing or placing savings as a 
"non-resident" in another member 
slate. Instead, they would be taxed 
on all earnings js a European 
resident. 

The idea, proposed by Belgium, 
and supported in principle by several 
member slates, could recoup billions 
in unpaid tax. and could case the op- 
eration of the single market. How- 
ever. the implications of creating 
"European fiscal citizenship" are 
highly controversial. 

European legislation would be 
necessary to set up the scheme, 
w hich would have to be administered 
by some form of tax authority. The 
idea could fuel fears that Europe is 
moving towards setting up a single 
European tax sy stem. 

A meeting of national tax advis- 
ers. under the chairmanship of 
Mario Monti, the single market 
commissioner, will discuss the plans 
on Tuesday, as part of a long term 
drive aimed al speeding the process 
of harmonising direct and indirect 
taxes across Europe. 

Ideas are also being discussed for 
u code of conduct, setting minimum 
rates for corporation tux in order lo 
stop member states indulging in un- 
fair “tax competition" or "lax pira- 
cy" lo seduce foreign investors. A> 
a" first Mage a moratorium on setting 



£ Theo Waigel 
called for a culture 
af fair tax 
competition 9 


be incorporated in the forthcoming 
Amsterdam treaty, should be broad 


enough to apply to- monetary union. 
Mr de Sfiguy wants to ensure that 
countries which join the single cur- 
rency should have the “flexibuity” to 
opt for far wider tax and social se- 
curity harmonisation in the future. 
Both France and Germany want 
such a flexibility clause in order to 
maintain the option far states inside 
the euro zone to forge deeper inte- 
gration of economic policies. 

All member states are increasingly 
anrusing each other of “tax piracy" 
and m rning a blind eye to tax fraud. 
As more Europeans move across bor- 
ders, and more and more multi-na- 
tionals invest in member states, tax 


has become harder to police. 

Germany is particularly worried 
about the vast sums invested by 
Germans in Luxembourg banks, 
which do not have a withholding tax, 
or a tax cm interest on savings. Ger- 
many loses about $12bh (£7.5bn) a 
year ih this way. • 

Corporation tax competition is also 
likely to be tackled in the first round 
ofbannonisation measures. Ireland 
and fire Netherlands are deemed to 
be the prune offenders in this area, 
offering advantageous tax. rates to 
hire foreign investors. Germany is 
. monitoring unfair corporation tax of- 
fers in Belgium and Corsica. 

Some inEuropean finance min- 
istries believe the entire task of tax 
harmonisation is too ambitious for 
the European Union lo tackle alone. 
If loopholes are dosedm Europe, rax 
dodgers wifi move their money out- 
side the EU altogether - to Switzer- 
land* for example. 

Officials working on the plans say 
the answer to this problem is to 
involve the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and De- 
velopment in parallel harmonisation 
projects and to work on bilateral 
arrangements between the EU and 
non-member states. 


Open view. The Monti group will look at the abolition of European citizens' tax havens such as Luxembourg (above) 


Photograph: Jim Selby/Rex 


up so-called tax havens is being 
proposed. 

Britain is opposed to any plans 
for tax harmonisation, arguing that 
such proposals would set Europe on 
a Federal path. However. France 
and Germany, as well as other 
member states, recognise that na- 
tional tax systems are becoming 
more and more incompatible with 


the single European market, and 
could be incompatible with a sin- 
gle currency. 

Furthermore, competing lax sys- 
tems create unfair competition be- 
tween member states, and allow for 
mass cross-border fraud which is 
deemed to be holding up growth and 
job creation in the run up to the sin- 
gle currency. 


Bfliions of pounds in tax revenue 
is being lost because national tax 
regimes are competing unfairly and 
because national authorities cannot 
cope with mass movement of people 
across European borders. 

Theo Waigel the German finance 
minister, this week stepped up pres- 
sure for tax barroonisauon, calling for 
a culture of fair tax competition to 


be established among countries in 
Europe. 

Meanwhile, voices on the left are 
increasingly concerned that uncon- 
trolled competition between tax sys- 
tems benefits wealthy Europeans 
and large companies, who are able 
to move capital and savings as they 
‘‘shop around" for good deals. Or- 
dinary Europeans, meanwhile, bear 


the brunt of welfare and benefit cuts, 
which compensate for loss of revenue. 

The initial round of proposals to 
be discussed by the Monti group 
highlights the need for harmonisa- 
tion of corporation tax, tax on sav- 
ings and VAT. 

Meanwhile, Yves Thibault de Sil- 
guy, the economic commissioner, is 
arguing that a “flexibility” clause, to 


OJ-style trial for Oklahoma bomb suspect 


Tim Cornwell 

Denver 


“There is no panic here.” said 
Stephen Jones, leaning back on 
the other side of a vast leather- 
topped desk. “There's an ebb 
and flow. You take the Chinese 
view of history. This week, the 
press is bad for us. next week it 
could be good. We take our hits, 
ihey take their hits.” The desk, 
like its roaster, is an import from 
the small wheal and cattle town 
of Enid, Oklahoma, where for 
30 years Mr Jones practised law. 

The fiftysomething. bespec- 
tacled. self-avowed Anglophile 
claims his inspiration from great 
British lawyers such as Lord Er- 
skine. From his new headquar- 
ters in central Denver, the 
veteran defence attorney heads 
a team of 14 lawvers aciinc for 


Timothy ^ IcVeigh. who goes on 
trial next month for killing 16$ 
people in the worst act of ter- 
rorism in US history. “I've been 
appointed by the court to de- 
fend somebody," promises Mr 
Jones, “and 1 am going to use 
every ethical means to do it.” 

Mr McVeigh's defence in ihe 
Oklahoma City bombing trial 
has had Us share of small vic- 
tories. Early on. Mr Jones asked 
for and got a change of venue 
to Denver, and then won sepa- 
rate trials for his client and the 
other accused. Teny Nichols. 
Recent newspaper accounts of 
mishandled evidence at the 
FBI's central crime laboratory 
promised fertile ground to at- 
tack forensic evidence. OJ -style. 
But the team encountered its 
biggest crisis this week. With the 
jury selection process just get- 
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Timothy McVeigh (left) with his attorney, Stephen Jones 


ting under way in Denver, a Dal- 
las newspaper printed exceipts 
from a defence memorandum, 
alleging that Mr McVeigh had 
made a detailed confession. 

Mr Jones’ defence was to at- 


tack. calling the story “an irre- 
sponsible hoax”. Then he ac- 
cused the Dallas Morning News 
reporter of electronic theft of 
defence files. Finally, be said the 
“confession - document had ac- 


OK WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 
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tually been concocted by de- 
fence investigators to persuade 
a hostile witness to talk, in 
what he called a “Mutt and Jeff” 
routine targeted at a notorious 
figure on the American far 
right. “We're not investigating 
a white collar crime with coun- 
try-club types.” he said, insist- 
ing that the Supreme Court bad 
sanctioned such tactics. 

The only corroboration for 
this bizarre tale came from a re- 
porter for a rural Oklahoma 
newspaper. ID Cash, who has 
also written for far-right publi- 
cations, said an investigator on 
the McVeigh team showed him 
the faked confession a year 
ago. Bui while the Texas paper 
stuck lo its story, Mr Jones had 
thrown up enough dust to make 
potential jurors think again. 

There are six legs of the gov- 
ernment case against the former 
soldier and Gulf war veteran, 
Mr Jones said. Two are Mr 
McVeigh's arrest on the road 
from Oklahoma City on 19 
April 1995. hours after the 
bombing, and his known right- 
wing views. 

“I can't change the facts. 
Tim thinks what he thinks, and 
be was anesied where he was 
arrested,'’ said Mr Jones. But of 
the rest, he said: *T challenge 
from A to Z and those four legs 
have gotten Lennites in them.”' 

The defence will undoubtedly 
accuse Michael Fortier, who 


allegedly plotted with Mr 
McVeigh and is the govern- 
ment’s star witness, of changing 
his story to win himself a re- 
duced sentence and immunity 
for his wife. 

It has already dredged up 
criminal records and inconsis- 
tencies in eyewitnesses who 
claimed to see Mr McVeigh on 
the road to Oklahoma City. The 
defence could also be helped by 
reports that a government in- 
formant was inside Ekthim City, 
the right-wing Christian com- 
pound in Oklahoma to which 
Mr McVeigh made two tele- 
phone calls that ApriL The 
woman, according to govern- 
ment sources, claimed two oth- 
er men - one a German nation- 
al with neo-Nazi links - had 
talked of bombing federal , 
buildings. 

Mr Jones Is guarding his 1 
hand. He will not have to re- , 
lease his witness list until well 
into the expected six-month j 
trial But his chief tactic is not j 
to point the finger at others, but 
lo sow reasonable doubt - just ! 
as be was doing this week. j 

“The Dallas Morning News j 
can go to hell,” be said. “1 am 
not going to win the battle with 1 
the press. If 1 win the battle of i 
the courtroom, who cares about 
this? If 1 lose the battle of the ! 
courtroom, it's going to be be- J 
cause the jury said the evi- j 
dence was convincing.” i 


back in anger 
from Lebanon 


Robert Fisk 

Middle East Correspondent 


It was a classic Lebanese solution. 
The Prosecutor General was 
pleased Prime Minister Rafiq 
Hariri was satisfied Syria was 
content - though officially in- 
sisting that it was all an internal 
Lebanese affair. Even the Japan- 
ese government was happy. Only 
the five alleged Japanese Red 
Army members - inducting their 
one-time leader Kozo Okunoto 
- have reason to look back in 
anger. Locked up and awaiting 
forgery charges, they watched 
three other Japanese released - 
from custody -one of them a re- 


Japanese government who had 
given them all away. 

like all good Lebanese tales, 
this one leaves a lot of unan- 
swered questions. Why, for ex- 


authorities in Beirut to admit 
that their Slate Security men 
had arrested the Red Army 
members - an operation carried 
out on 15 February? How come 
the interior and foreign minis- 
ters — not to mention Adrian 
Adoum, the Prosecutor General ■ 


-spent days denying any knowl- 
edge of the detained men? 

Mr dkimoto was part of a 
pro-Plalestinian Red Army hit 
team that slaught ered 2() pilgrims 
atTfei Aviv airport in 1972- Re- 
leased by the Israelis in 1985- 
along with hundreds of other 
prisoners in .exchange for a 
handful of Israeli soldiers - he 
dfeanpearedio Lebanon, leaving 
the Japanese authorities furious 
at bei^ unable to secure his ex- 
tradition. Even nowthey may not 
get their men as quickly as they 
wish. If charged with forgery, the 
five could spend at least three 
yearn in a Lebanese prison. 

The Syrians, officially refus- 
ing to involve themselves in 
Lebanese miemal affaire, must, 
.of course, have been well aware 
of the arrests; and Damascus 
may expect Japan's thanks. 
Lebanon may also expect some 
gratitude from Tokyo -perhaps 
rathe way of reconstruction in- 
vestment 

As for Mr Oiomoio - along 
with Masao Adatchi, K azuo 
Totaira, Haruo Wako and 

male detainee) - hi must Lee 
a lengthy trial in Beirut 
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Battle of Gorleben boosts Greens’ leverage 


Nuclear industry faces extinction 
as Social Democrats are forced to 
espouse the environmental cause, 
writes Imre Karacs in Bonn 


Germany’s opposition parties 
rushed to renounce nuclear 
power yesterday as police 
mopped up the debris of their 
most expensive waste disposal 
operation since the war. 

The fallout from the Battle 
of Gorleben blew into the po- 
litical arena, poisoning the air 
between Greens and Social De- 
mocrats, but also threatening to 
engulf the governing coalition 
in acrimony. 

As a result of the public out- 
cry over the cost of escorting six 
caskets of radioactive waste to 
their oypt, Gorleben will prob- 
ably never receive another con- 
signment, and the industry faces 
extinction. 

“The dinosaur technology of 
nuclear power has no future,” 
declared the Social Democ- 
rats’ environment spokesman in 
the Bundestag, Michael Muller, 
in a stunning U-turn. 

“Gorleben has shown again 
that there is no majority in the 
Federal Republic in favour of 
oudear energy." The consensus, 
Mr MuQer added, is for “exit 
from nuclear power in the 


medium term, if not earlier”. 

The Social Democrats, while 
never enthusiastic about nndear 
energy, had until now accepted 
. it as a necessary evQ. However, 
growing public disquiet about 
the disposal of radioactive 
waste, and the ever-improving 
electoral performance of the 
Greens, are forcing Germany’s 
biggest opposition party to 
espouse the environmentalist 
cause. 

Thdr sudden conversion has 
failed, however, to mask fun- 
damental enmities that bedevil 
the relationship between the 
two left-wing movements. Os- 
tensibly future coalition part- 
ners, the Reds and the Greens 
were yesterday at each other's 
throats, dashing in the parlia- 
ment of Lower Saxony. 

The regional government 
ruling over Gorleben and its 
embittered hinterland is in So- 
cial Democrat bands. The 
30,000 policemen and border 
guards seat into defend the nu- 
clear convoy this week against 
mostly peaceful environmen- 
talists received their marching 


sm- ->-■»/ 



Wave power Anti-nuclear protesters this week getting a drenching from water cannon at Dannenberg, en route to GoriebenPhotograph: Zed NelsorVKatz 


orders from this authority. Low- 
er Saxony's Prime Minister, 
Gerhard Schroder, is a pro-busi- 
ness Social Democrat; a friend 
of industry who treats the 
Greens with contempt. 


But early next year Mr 
Schroder comes up for election, 
and the polls suggest that he will 
not be able to form a govern- 
ment without the belp of the 
Greens. This in itself is a com- 


pelling reason to persuade him 
that allowing another shipment 
to Gorleben this time next year 
might nor be wise, but being re- 
elected in Lower Saxony is also 
a prerequisite for Mr Schroder’s 


greater ambition: to be the 
next Chancellor of Germany. 
The national arithmetic, again, 
shows that the Social Democ- 
rats will not be strong enough 
to govern alone in Bonn. 


Mr Schroder would rather go 
to bed with Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
than be rushed into a shotgun 
wedding with the Greens, but if 
Mr Kohl stays on, this option 


will not be open. A Red-Green 
coalition appears io be the only 
choice, cemented by the envi- 
ronmentalists' traditional hos- 
tility- to nuclear energy, now 
endorsed by the Social De- 
mocrats. and their common 
craving for power of the tradi- 
tional kind. 

The greening of the Reds has 
also led to the abandonment of 
another industry rich in tradi- 
tion and Social Democrat votes. 
Last nigh! the government was 
finalising plans to cut back coal 
subsidies, currently amounting 
to DMlObn i£3.6bri) a year; a 
programme the Social Democ- 
rats have pledged to support, 
despite ihe pit closures that will 
follow. 

On the day that the nuclear 
waste reached Gorleben, at an 
estimated cost of up to 
DM 100m. 3.500 miners at the 
last colliery in Gelsenkirchen in 
the Ruhr received their redun- 
dancy notices. 

With every mining job cost- 
ing the taxpayer DM 1 00.000 a 
year, it could be argued that 
without Gorleben 1.000 un- 
employed miners would still be 
working. But that arithmetic, 
balancing as it does two 
forms of energy that have 
become politically incorrect, 
never entered anybody’s 
equation. 

Business, page 20 



Turkish PM sees army’s 
secular point of view 

Turkey's Prime Minister, Neeme ttin Erbakan, bowed to 
the generals and ratified demands designed to reinforce 
the secular order introduced by the nation’s founder, 
Ataturk. Mr Erbakan signed 20 measures strengthening 
secularism this week, all proposed by the mflitaiy. He has 
prolonged his administration, a fragile coalition of his 
Welfare Party and the centre-right True Path Party, but be 
knows that earning out the army’s proposals will affect 
areas of life, like education and dress, where Islamists 
have been able to gnaw at Turkey's secular tradition. Obey 
the generals, and Mr Erbakan risks alienating his most 
committed supporters. Ignore them, and be may face 
worse. Christopher De Beflaigue - Ankara 

Paris mayor faces graft probe 

The Mayor of Paris, Jean Tiberi, has been placed under 
formal investigation for alleged embezzlement of public 
funds. The step is embarrassing for President Jacques 
Chirac and the Prime Minister, Alain Juppe, associates of 
Mr Tiberi- Magistrates have been investigating the receipt 
of £21.000 by Mr Tiberi’s wife for allegedly bogus and 
unnecessary research for a regional council in the Paris 
suburbs. The magistrates say they now have evidence that 
the work and payment were arranged by Mr Tiberi and 
the money’ was paid into a joint bank account bearing 
both their names. John UchfMd - Paris 

China admits Muslim unrest 

China indirectly acknowledged ethnic unrest in Muslim 
Xinjiang as an official called for unity in the region, 
rocked by separatist bomb attacks last week. “Xinjiang ... 
must further improve ethnic unity, protea social stability 
and do a better job of building up Xinjiang," the People's 
Daitx quoted U Lanqing. a vice-premier, as saying. His 
remarks to Xinjiang delegates at the National People’s 
Congress (parixaxnent) were one of the few signs in the 
national media that the region had again been shaken by 
ethnic unrest Three bombs on buses blew up last month 
in an apparently co-ordinated attack. Reuter - Peking 

Hostage talks undermined 

The leader of rebels holding 72 hostages in the Japanese 
ambassador's residence accused Peruvian police of 
diegina a tunnel under the building and called off talks. 
Nestor Cerpa made the statement in a radio 
communication a day after the ninth round of 
negotiations with the government. A tenth round bad 
been scheduled for today. AP - 

Doctors down stethoscopes 

About 20,000 doctors and nurses in the 
Muslim-Croat-controlled part of Bosnia went on strike, 
demanding pay rises and disbursement of back-salaries. 
They said would help only patients whose Ufa is 
threatened. The protest follows two inconclusive cme-day 

AP- Sarajevo 


strikes last summer. 


Tamil dash leaves 200 dead 

More than 200 people were killed when Tamil Tiger 
guerrillas overran a military base and attacked the air 
force’s eastern headquarters, the array said. According to 
the military. 160 Tigers were killed and 4S soldiers died in 
the attack.' AP- Colombo 
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Cheddi Jagan 


Cheddi Jagan was the last of a 
generation of prc-independcnce 
Caribbean leaders that includes 
Norman Manley, of Jamaica, 
Grantley Adams, of Barbados. 
Eric Williams. of Trinidad and 
Tobago, and L_FS. Burnham, of 
Guyana. 

He was bom in J91S at Port 
MouranL a suga r plantation in 
the county of Berbice. in 
Guyana, or British Guiana, as 
it was then: British Guiana be- 
came independent in 2 966 and 
changed its name to Guyana. 
He was a descendant of Indians 
who were brought, under a sys- 
tem of indenture, between 1 *138 
and 2917, to work on sugar plan- 
tations in the Caribbean. It was 
his plantation upbringing that 
imbued in him a lifelong passion 
to free his people from the hard- 
ship and injustice of colonialism 
and oppression. 

Despite hardship and pover- 
ty. Japan's parents saved 
enough money to send him 
for studies in the United 
States, where he first entered 


Howard University, an African- 
American school, and later the 
Dental School at Northwestern 
University in Chicago. During 
his years in the United Slates 
(1956 to 1943), Jagan did not 
only qualify as a dentist; he be- 
came exposed to a variety of rev- 
olutionary literature including 
Marx's Das Kapital and the 
writings of Jawaharlal Nehru 
and other Indian leaders who 
were in the final stages of their 
struggle to win independence 
for India. Perhaps the strongest 
influence on Jagan was that of 
Janet Rosenberg, a Jewjsh- 
American woman whom he 
later married. 

His revolutionary readings 
and contacts that he made in the 
US, combined with his obser- 
vation of inequalities in Amer- 
ican society, particularly the 
plight of African-Americans, 
and the memories of his plan- 
tation upbringing to strengthen 
Jagan' s passionate desire for 
freedom from colonial rule and 
oppression. 


He relumed to Guyana in 
December 1943 and immedi- 
ately threw himself into the free- 
dom struggle. He had little 
time for existing organisations 
such as the British Guiana East 
Indian Association (BGE1A) 
and the Manpower Giizens 
Association (MPCA) and in 
1946 formed his own group, the 
Political Action Committee 
fPAC). along with his wife, and 
Jocelyn Hubbard and Ashton 
Chase. 

In 1947 Jagan successfully ran 
for a seat in the Legislative 
Council which was then the rul- 
ing body in the country with a 
British Governor as chief ex- 
ecutive. His advocacy of the 
working class in the Legislative 
Council remains a lasting mark 
of Jagan's commitment and 
courage in opposing ail odds in 
his pursuit of freedom and 
democracy. 

The bulletin produced by 
the PAC became Thunder , the 
newspaper of the People's Pro- 
gressive Party (PPP), formed in 


1 950 under Jagans leadership. 

Meanwhile, as the move- 
ment for decolonisation gath- 
ered steam in Asia, Africa and 
the Caribbean, Guyana was 
given universal adult suffrage 
for the first time in elections in 
1953. In these elections the 
PPP won IS out of24 seats; but 
after only 133 days, the PPF-led 
administration was dissolved by 
the British Governor Sir Alfred 
Savage, allegedly because of 
(he Communist dictatorship un- 
der the PPP. Several PPPIead- 
ers including Jagan were jailed. 

Between 1953 and 1957 
Guyana was ruled by an inter- 
im government consisting of 
nominated members. During 
this period as well the PPP spift 
when L.ES. Burnham, the par- 
ty chairman, led his supporters 
to form another party that was 
later called the People's 
National Congress (PNC). 

The split is perhaps the most 
tragic event in Jagan's career 
and the modern history of 
Guyana, for it laid the baas of 



Jagan: incorruptible 


racial polarisation, by encour- 
aging AfiroOuyanese to support 
the PNC and the Indo- 
Guyanese to support the PPE 
At airy rate, in new elections 
held in 1957 the PPP won, as it 
did again in 1961. BuLby this 
stage, in addition to the prob- 
lems of racial division that he 
faced internally in Guyana, Ja- 
gan found himself denounced 
internationally as a Communist 


agitator in cahoots with the 
Soviet Union- .' 

After the decline of Euro- 
pean empires after the Second 
Wbdd Vita; there emerged a ftot 
Americana in. which the Unit- 
ed States regarded itself as a de- 
fender of the “free world" 
against a Communist threat 
from the Soviet Union. Jagan 
was caught in the middle of thiff 
Cold War conflict, and it was. 
largely due to" American influ- 
ence fuelled by. this tension 
that the British government 
changed the electoral system in 
Guyana to one of proportion- 
al representation for hew elec- 
tions in 1964. Although Jagan's 
PPP won a majority of seats, 
two other parties, the PNC and 
the United JForce (UF) were 
and foi 


able to jom forces and form a 
government. 

Here came another lasting 
mark of Jagan’s dedication; his 
resolute continuation as Op- 
position leader, during 28 years 
(1964-92) despite charges of 
fraud, - corruption and rigged 


elections against the- ruling 

PNC- ... 

Not until 1992, at the end of 
the Cold Wir, when the Soviet 
Union had fragmented, and 
Americas fears of Commu- 
nism had disappeared, did Ja- 

gan’s PPFythis tune in coalition 

with a community group called- 
CIVIC, at last have an oppor- . 
tunity-tp form the government 
of Guyana. ' • 

Jagan’s contribution to his 
country, his region and politics - 
of decotanisaiidnis mestrmabte. 

His commitment and energy 

couldscaicdybebeKeved-biad-- 

dition to tais political activism, 
he was the author of several 
books and countlesspamphlets' 
and speeches. VSsTneMst on 
; ’Dial (1966) is largely autobio- 
graphical and is probably the 
best work of political autobiog- 
raphy by a Caribbean leader. 

But when afl is taken into ac- 
count —his passionate champi- 
oning of the underdog, his 
fearless opposition against all 
odds , and his superhuman en- 


ergy -what 


will 


mosr be remembered for Bins 
-^-Tty.tfcver.in 
involvement 


baft-century 


in 


ropointa finger at h im,wiij te 


g grnal misconduct or electoral 

fraudulence have been levelled 

at most of his contemporaries. 


Cheddi Jagan, poMdarcbom 
■jfaftifcM Part MaunmLBermce 
22 March 1918; Member of Lefr 
islarive Council, Br&sh Guiana 
,1947-53, Leader of the House 
and Minister of Agriculture, 
Jjtf tdx and Mines Mny-October 
1953, Chid Minister and Minis- 
ter of Thide and Industry 1957- 
61,- Premier and Minister of - 
Development and Planning 
1961-64, Leader of The Opposi- 
tion, National Assembly 1964-92; 
President, Co-opemlh'e Repub- 
lic of Guyana 1992-97; married 
1943 Janet Rosenberg ( one son, 
one daughter); died Washington 
DC 6 March 1997. . 


Wing Cdr Douglas Blackwood 


Douglas Blackwood was the 
last member of his family to edit 
the distinguished Edinburgh- 
based magazine which bore his 


name. A great-great-grandson 
•Wfllia 


of the WUiam Blackwood who 
founded Blackwood’s Magazine 
in 1817, he was editor between 
1948 and 1976 and was chair- 
man of the publishing house un- 
til 1983. He was also a naturally 
gifted fighter pilot who com- 
manded 310 Czech fighter 
squadron during the Battle of 
Britain. 

In many ways Blackwood 
was a reluctant publisher. His 
name and his family relationship 
meant that he had little option 
but to follow in his father's 
foosleps but he always looked 
back with affection and pride to 
the short service commission he 
had held in the RAF between 
1932 and 1938. Had it not been 
for the outbreak of war he 
would have returned to Edin- 
burgh to work for his father and 
unde who between them ran the 
family firm. 

Blackwood rejoined the RAF 
in 1939 and ended the Second 
World War commanding the 
Czech Fighter Wing in the 2nd 
Tactical Air Force. He was dec- 
orated with the Czech War 
Cross and Czech Military 
Medal and it gave him consid- 
erable pleasure when he was 
presented with the Czech 
Medal of George of Fbdebrad 
in 1993. 

At the height of the Battle of 
Britain Blackwood was ou pa- 
trol over London after a Ger- 
man air-raid and remembered 
looking down from 25.000 feel 
to see the family firm’s London 
office in Paternoster Row, be- 
side St Paul’s Cathedral, burn- 
ing furiously. Millions of books 
were lost in the blaze. Although 


he did not realise it at the time, 
the destruction of Blackwood's 
base in the capital marked the 
beginning of a protracted de- 
cline in the firm's fortunes. 
Due to wartime paper rationing 
the firm lost many of its lead- 
ing authors and the size of type 
and number of pages had to be 
reduced in the magazine, lb the 
Blackwoods the system was un- 
fair the amount of paper al- 
lotted to them was based on 
their 1939 output which hap- 
pened to be the lowest in the 
firm’s history. 

When Blackwood left the 
RAF in 1945 his introduction to 
the business of publishing was 
something of a short sharp 
shock. Before the outbreak of 
war Blackwoods was one of 
Britain’s leading literary pub- 
lishers. George Eliot. John 
Buchan, E.M. Forster and 
Joseph Conrad appeared under 
their imprint and Blackwood's 
Magazine - known as “Maga" to 
its readers - was widely re- 
spected for its good taste and 
sound critical judgements. It 
soon became dear, though, 
that name and literary reputa- 
tion counted for little in the 
post-war world. Suddenly 
Blackwoods had to compete 
with a growing number of mass- 
production rivals and with a de- 
clining interest in monthly 
literary magazines. One by one, 
rivals such as John Murray's 
Comhill and Chambers's Jour- 
nal fell by the wayside and it was 
something of a triumph that 
“Maga" remained in production 
until 1980. 

Although Blackwood was a 
kindly man who wore his learn- 
ing lightly he was shy and could 
appear aloof or remote. Hap- 
piest in the company of military 
men, he never courted literary 



and Blackwood retired from the 
editorship in 1976. He was suc- 
ceeded by his assistant David 
Fletcher, the first and last edi- 
tor not to be a member of the 
family. 

None the less, under Douglas 
Blackwood’s control “Maga" 
remained a haven of good, if 


old-fasbioned, literary' style 
“The 


Blackwood: a reluctant pubBsher 


Photograph: The Scotsman 


or political society and was 
quick to puncture any literary 
pretension. When asked by a re- 
viewer if he had known George 
Orwell at Eton - he was six years 
his junior - Blackwood retort- 
ed, "Oh, Blair, yes I remember 
him. he had a motor-bicycle.’’ 

By the beginning of the 1970s 
Blackwoods and its magazine 
had a somewhat dated air and 


as a result it failed to attract a 
younger generation of writers 
and readers. Even its head of- 
fice at 45 George Street, with 
its elegant oval saloon, was 
more redolent of the heady 
days of Walter Scott and James 
Hogg than of any contemporary 
literary vibrancy. Despite a 
number of design changes. 
“Maga" began losing readers 


and its political column, 
Looker-On", offered trenchant 
commentary from right of cen- 
tre. Amongst the writers he en- 
couraged was Leslie Gardiner, 
a former naval officer, who 
travelled extensively in the re-' 
motor parts of Eastern Eu- 
rope. Nowadays his articles 
would be commonplace but at 
the height of the Cold Whr 
Gardiner was in a dass of his 
own. 

After Blackwood’s retire- 
ment in 1983 he was succeed- 
ed by his son Michael a former 
□aval pilot, but by then the firm 
had amalgamated to concen- 
trate on printing and one of the 
great names had disappeared 
from .British publishing. In re- 
tirement Blackwood lived in the 
Scottish Borders, where he was 
able to indulge his love of field 
sports and country pursuits. 
His wife, Phyllis Caulcutt, 
whom he married in 1936 and 
who survives him, was a noted 
equestrian rider and an expert 
exponent of dressage-. - 

fr-evor Royie 


George Douglas Blackwood, en- 
force officer and publisher oom 
11 October 1909: managing di- 
rector, William Blackwood & 
Sons 1948-76, chairman 1948- 
83: Editor, Blackwood’s Maga- 
zine 1948-76; married 1936 
Phyllis Caulcutt (one son, one 
daughter); died Edinburgh 2 
March 1997. 


Len Millard 


Rarely can a nickname have 
been as unrepresentative of a 
man's character as that of the 
footballer Len Millard, a stal- 
wart defender with West Brom- 
wich Albion for a dozen seasons 
after the Second World Whr. He 
was a quiet unassuming fellow, 
renowned Tor his gentlemanly 
conduct and never booked in his 
476 senior games for the dub.yet 
he was dubbed “The Agitator". 

The sobriquet was coined 
perhaps in a spirit of irony, be- 
cause the wingers who were con- 
fronted by the ultra-dependable 


left-back tended to become ag- 
itated by his efficiency, which re- 
duced them to marginal figures 
on the fringe of the action. 

The prime example of the 
modest MflJard’s expertise was 
his subduing of the great Tom 
Finney in the FA Cup Final of 
1954. it should be stressed that 
“The Preston Plumber", who 
was the newly crowned Foot- 
baller of the Year and arguably 
the finest player of his genera- 
tion, never became remotely ag- 
itated, which would have been 
alien to his own sporting nature. 


But Finney was starved or the 
ball comprehensively by the 
steady Millard who was man of 
the match by common consent 
and richly deserved the honour, 
as Albion's captain that day. of 
lifting the famous trophy. 

Indeed, but for a late run of 
defeats, due at least partially to 
an injure crisis. West Bromwich 
might have won the League 
Championship, loo. Had they 
done so. Millard would hare en- 
tered soccer legend as the man 
who skippered the first tea** is 
centure to capture the coveted 


League and FA Cup double. As 
it was, (hey finished as runnes- 
up and the amiable Midlandcr 
remained an unobtrusive figure, 
little known outside the game. 

Millard bad signed for the 
Throstles as a teenage amateur 
in 1937. iheo played in wartime 
competitions as a centre- 


forward before converting to 
wing-half by the lime hostilities 


ceased in 1945. During the sub- 
sequent decade be missed only 
a handful of matches and 
helped gain promotion from the 
Second Division in 1949. con- 


tinuing to hold a regular place 
in the top flight until his 39th 
year. 

In 1958 Millard moved to the 
non-League Stafford Rangers, 
whom he served as manager un- 
til 1961. After that he continued 
to shun the limelight, working 
in the West Midlands until his 
retirement in the early 1980s. 

Ivan Pouting 


Leonard Millard, footballer bom 


Coseley 7 March 1919; played for 
" km 1937-58: 


West Bromwich Albion 
died Coselev 2 March 1997. 



Margaret Johns was described 
as “the most beautiful film pro- 
ducer in the world". She is 
best known for her award- 
winning collaborations with her 
second husband, fon Dawson- 
Shepherd, -the writer and found- 
ing father of the Spastics 
Society (now Scope). 

Her early artistic life spanned 
the Ballet Rambert, theatre 
and television acting (she grad- 
uated a bronze medallist from 
RADA), even cabaret singing, 
before she found her true mid- 

»r. Rnt » h rilKftnriy -pfn miging Bi- 

reer as a producer -could not 
survive the combined assault of 
international politics, illness, 
and a devastating car accident. 

Johns was never conven- 
tional.. She Bed about her ags; 
to win a place at RADA, tni- 
• those days, a 25-year-old moth- 
er- would not even have been 
considered. She successfully 
posed -as 18, abetted by her . 
diminutive size, her extraordi- 
narily youthful complexion 
whiefo endured throughout her 
life and her (dearly) great act- 
ing talenL Her first husband, Pe- 
ter Bartlett, and their daughter, 
Jennifer, stayed well away from 
the Academy. 

After graduating, Margaret 
Johns (her stagename)tried her 
hand &theatte,ieiev&oa and 
radio, bat feter-daimed to have 
hated every tmnurtgmaintybe-^ 
cause of the nervous Strain of 
appearing in front of andi- 
ences. It never showed but ma- 
jor occasions, such as her 
appearance under Lindsay An- 
derson’s direction in The Sea- 
gull at the Royal Court, would 
make her physically sick. 

She was offered small paits in 
various films, and could always 
be found talking to the techni- 
cians, eager to discover the 
world on the other side of the 
camera. The passion grew and, 
as a parting gift, her tty then es- 
tranged husband financed her 
first film, a short documentary 
shot in Battersea in 1955. 

Many other shorts followed, 
with Johns travelling all over the 
world -the Philippines, Japan, 
Hong Kong, China and Amer- 
ica. In 1959,sfae fanned her own 
company, Ubertas, becoming 




■m 

■ ^ 






her career asa producer. After 
five years of work, for little or 
hot. 
the __ 

eminent bad 



so 

jjectwascan- 

celled- Non e of the three films 
was completed, audio I967L3>- 
ertaswent into liquidation with 
huge debts. ' 

Margaret Johns was com- 
petitive, even, a daredevfl. She 
enjoyed driving fast cars and 


and riding was her 

.Shellewi 


jotncadamlwB 


■ sport. She flew many 

thousands of. miles., by hell- 


said she preferred producing, be- 
cause it gave hex overall control 
of the creative idea. : 

- Her first success was Jessy, a. 
moving film commissioned by 
the National Spastics Society 
about a child with cerebral pal- 
sy. Tt won four awards at the 
1961 Boston Film Festival. 
'Johns had the idea of making 
the whole film through the eyes 
of the child herself. She found 
it a battle, however, to secure 
any public showing for Jessy. “It 
was impossible to find a dis- 
tributor,” die observed. “They 
all said ft wasn’t entertainment" 

Commissioning this film for 
the society was Tan Dawson- 
Shepherd, wfmbecame Johns's 
business partner anti:co]iabo- 
rator (as writer) on many of her 
films, and also her husband and 
the father of her other two 
daughters. 

Together, they went on to 
make Every Eight Hours (1961), 
presented by Richard JDfmble- • 

by and shown repeatedly on na- 
tional: television. Perhaps this 
film mare than any other helped 
to enlighten the British public 
about cerebral palsy. Then came 
ftgfttfbrtheJob (1963X which 
brought to public attention the' 
fact that, with appr 


cation, sometimes filming in 
hazardous conditions. Once, 
while flying through a storm in 
Burma, the army transport 
lane is whidrsbc was-travel- 

; ran outof fuel, forcing the 


plas 

ling 


train- 


ing, people with cerebral palsy 
i do man; 


the first female independent 
euiL 


film producer In the ’ 

She was both intuitively com- 
mercial, and self-confideoL She 
believed women mostly chose 
the films they and their men went 
to see, and therefore she was 
more likely than a man to know 
what the public wanted. She di- 
rected some of her own Bhns, but 


ca n do many kinds of valuable 
mdustrialwock. 

Working with Janet Laceyon 
Every Eight Hours also led to a 
commission from the World 
Council of Churches to make 
The Tibetan Story (1962), about 
the plight of the Tibetan peo- 
ple under Chinese rule. Johns 
was the first Western woman to 
meet the Dalai Lama, who had 
fled to India in 1959- 
It was in 1962, only six years 
after the Suez crisis, that Johns 
began work on a series of three 
films, including her first major 


ler off frying in the slightest 

Films were her life. Only 
weeks before Judith, her second 
daughter, was bom, die was out 
on location in India. Similarly, 
Andraea, her youngest daugh- 
ter, was bom in the middle of 
negotiations for the Egyptian 
project The two babies went to 
Egypt with her on location. 

Who knows, then, how soon 
Johns would have bounced bade 
from bankruptcy if she bad not 
developed osteomyelitis, a rare 
disease of the - bone marrow 
(typically affecting male chil- 
dren), winch pat her into hos- 
pital for nine months. Refusing 
to be permanently confined to 
a wheelchair, with painful effort 
she taugfrt herself to walk again 
over the next 10 years. Finally 
mobile enough to get about on 
her own, in 1980 she was struck 
so violently by a caron a pedes- 
trian crossing that every major 
bone in her body was broken. 
There would be no more films. 

Whenever she was asked in 
the Sixties how it felt to be one 
of only three female UK film 
producers, Johns would claim 
that men like working for 
women. “.I’ve never found any 
prejudice against me as a 
woman, certamfy not among the 
technicians. Once you've had a 
successful film, you can work on 
equal terms.” 

Andy Knott 


feature, for the Egyptian gov- 
asthebecir 


ermnenL This was the beginnmg 
of the end of her. company and 


Margaret Kathleen De Monte 
(Margaret Johns), film produc- 
er bean Murree, India 2 August 
1922: monied 1943 fitter Bartlett 
(one daughter; marriage dis- 
solved 1960), 1972 Ian Dawson- 
Shepherd ( died 1996; two 
daughters); died Teddingion, 
Middlesex 28 February 1997. 


Announcements for Gazelle BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS 1 Births. 
Adoptions. Marriages. Deaths. Mano- 
rial services. Wedding anniversaries In 
Memoriainl shook! be seat In writing 
to tbe Gazette Editor, The Independent, 
! Canada Square, Canary Whart Loo- 
Son EI45DL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 < 24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 20121 or fined to 0171-293 
2010, and arc charged at S6 30 a line 
tVAT extra). OTHER Gazette aa- 
ommcesaeDts (notices functions. Forth- 
coming marriages. Marriages) must be 
sDhnitlid in writing lor fined) and an 
charged at £10 a line, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied to a daytime 
telephone number 


Wills 

Baroness Birk. of London W 1, the 
journalist and politician, left estate 
valued at £709,477 net 
Geoffrey Stephen Hamilton, of Ex- 
ton, Rutland, the horticultural jour- 
nalist and broadcaster, left estate 
valued at £6S3.4S5 net. 

Leslie Douglas Sargent Crotftber, of 
Bath. Avon, the actor and comedi- 
an, left estate valued at £357,302 net. 
Walter Christie Steele, of Chelms- 
ford. Essex, left estate valued at 
£1.188394 net. He left £1,000 to 
Broomfield Hospital, Chelmsford. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tlr Dak sf V«fc. Prvudeat. jUcah dh. Aiw 
at Dinfe> f* the Runt HouxtoU G*U Club ut 
TvelMBhan Rogbv fucttall firouni. MhbUm 

a.. - iL. HLNanJr R»i>. 


TBc maced Rajirf upw ttw SWank 


luxnnv Centre m B mm g han . 

l,» ibc lauibilicn .-if EJcciiKat Eafincm. *nd 


Ruwr Cnoop Roeaidi Centre, Gsyjnn. 
Winrkhturc. Thr DaicqTKni. PtaufciK. tbe 
Rmal Jromuooo ol Great Bcium. jUotS a Jii*- 
mi-w pirn b tMeuir Retire LlaiL j 1 AB'c- 
ituite Street. Luedun WI. 


Changing of the Guard 

Tin: Nome hold l'nraln> MmuiirJ Repmeni 
(mmol, (he Queen'-. Ldciuufit ji HmrtiamK 
llw 


Birthdays 

Sir Robert Atkinson, former chair- 
man. British Shipbuilders. SI; Mr 
William Boyd, author, 45; Mr 
William Broralcy-Davenport, Lord- 
Licuienant of Cheshire. 62: Mr Mal- 
colm Chisholm MP, 48: Mr Gilbert 
Cooke, former chairman. C.X 
Bowring & Co. 74; Mr Michael 
Fmnissy. composer and pianist, 51: 
Mis Deborah Forbes, Headmistress, 
Queen Anne's School, Cavetsham, 
51; Sir Kenneth Green. Vice- 
Chancellor, Manchester Metropol- 
itan University. 63: Sir Anthony 
Hidden. High Court judge. 61 : Mr 
John Horam MP. 58; Mr Dan Ja- 
cobson, nowlist. 68; Mr Nicholas 
Kniemcr. conductor. 52; Sir Antho- 
ny Lambert, former ambassador to 
Portugal. 86; Six John Latcy. former 
High Court judge. 83; Mi Ivan 
Lendl, tennis player, 37; Sir Paul 
Nicholson, Lord-Lieutenant of 
Durham. 59: Lord Oliver of Aytoer- 
lon, a former Lord Justice of Appeal 
in Ordinary, 76; Professor Sir Ed- 
uardo Paolozzi, sculptor. 73; Pro- 
fessor Lord Phillips of Ellesmere, 
molecular biophysicist. 73; Mr Piers 
Paul Read, novelist and author, 56; 
Mr Vjv Richards, crickeicr. 45; Mr 
Mark Rowland, athlete, 34; The 
Earl of Snowdon, photographer. 67: 
Sir David Spcddtng. Chief of the 
Secret Intelligence Service, 54; 
Sir Ranulph TUisticion-Wykehain- 
Fiennes. explorer, 53; Mr Richard 
VcmOH, ocior. 72; Miss Zena Walk- 
er. actress, 63; Dame Margaret We- 
ston. former Director of the Science 
Museum. 71. 


Victor l Felix-Marie i Masse, com- 
poser. 1822; Heruy ’ loore. marine 
painter. 1831; Piet 1 1 .cicr Come Us) 
Mondriuan. abstract painter. 1872: 
Joscph-Maurice Ravel, composer. 
1875. Deaths: Si Thomas Aquinos. 
Christian philosopher, 1274: 
Francesco Bartolo'd. engraver. ISLr 
Louis Boulanger, painter and litho- 
grapher, 1867; Herman J. Mankie- 
wiez. screenwriter. 1653: Percy 
Wyndham Lewis, writer and artis(. 
1957. On this day: Trance declared 
war on Spain. 1 7‘ >3: Lite British and 
Foreign Bible Society was founded, 
1804; Jenny Lira,, the -Swedish 
Nightingale ~, made her debut, I&3S: 
the Erst telephone was patented by 
Alexander Graham Bell. 1876; the 
Orst jazz record. -The Dixie Jazz 
Band One-step", we men sale in the 
United Slates. 1917: the transat- 
lantic radio-telephone was estab- 
lished. 1926; in Lc*r,di <n. the Victoria 
Underground line *as opened by the 
Queen, 1969; at Heathrow Airport. 
London, armed raiders stole 
£$50,000 worth of diamonds and cur- 
rency. 1977. Today is Uit Fcasi Day 
of Si Ardo, St Dhiumu-s or Drausin. 
St Esterwine. St Pltul the Simple and 
St Thcophylaci. 


Luncheons 

Ministry of Defence 

Mr Michael Portillo ME Secretary of 


State for Defence, was the host at a 
luncheon held yesterday- in Admiralty 
House. London SW1. in honour or 
Mr Andrus Odvifl. Minister for De- 
fence of the Republic of Estonia. 


Receptions 

H.M Government 

Mr Anthony Nelson MP. Minister for 
Trade, was the host at a reception 
held yesterday at Lancaster House, 
London SWi, to promote Anglo- 
Japuncse co-opcra tiem worldwide. 


Dinners 

Navy Board 

Admiral Sir Jock Slater. First Sea 
Lord, presided at the Lent Term Din- 
ner of the Navy Board held yester- 
day evening at Admiralty House, 
London SWi. Among those present 
were: 


Su rathe* Maybe* MP: Mr -James Arbutii- 
not MP. Mr Itatitf Bontiam: Dr Diva] Clark 
Mh Mr Ales Daman; Sir Robert Fv&wes 
Mr IV-icr Cicrshon: Mt Peter Gwui-Joncs 
Mr M ji Hnl tncs Lord Hope ol CnkJscxL 


Lectures 


Anniversaries 

Births Sir John Frederick William 
Hcrschel- astronomer, 1792; Sir Ed- 
win Henry Landseer, painter. ISOi 


National Gallery: Colin Wiggins 
‘Ascetics iil; R tiidta, Thr Mann of 
Father Simon~. I pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Susan 
Morris. Torridano's Bust of Hcnrs 
VIT, 2JfljpB.~ 

Tale Gallery; Jill Lloyd and John 
House. “Lovis Corinth: the late 
work". 1pm. 

Gresham College, Barnard's Inn 
Hall, London EC1: Professor Colin 
Pillingcr, ~M>su^s from the Deep", 
lpm- 


Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the foilrwing. Sabbath 
begins in London at 536pm. 

United Synagogues: 0181-343 8989. 
Federation or Synagogues: 0181-282 
2263. IfriioB of Liberal and Pi ou i LSif ic 
Synagogues: 0171-580 1663. Reform 
Synagogues of Great Britain: 0181-349 
473L Spanish and Portuguese Jem 
Congregation: 0171-289 2573. New 
London Synagogue iMasorti): OlTl-328 
1026. 



Director of Public Prosecutions v 
McReowu; DPP y Jones; Bouse of 
Lords (Laid Goff of Cheiveley. 
Lord Mustfli, Lord Steyn, Lord 
Hoffmann, Lord Clyde) 

20 February 1997 


LAW REPORT 

« — — 


A computer-generated state- 
ment was admissible in evi- 
dence under section 69(1) of foe 
Police and Criminal Evidence 
Act 1984 notwithstanding that 
a part of the computer, In this 
case its dock, appeared to be 
malfunctioning, so long as 
there was positive evidence 
that foe computer bad proper'* 
ly processed, stored and re- 
produced the information 
contained in tbe statement. 

The House of Lords allowed 
appeals by the Director of 
Public Prosecution against de- 
cisions of the Queen’s Bench 
Divisional Court, on 27 May 
1994, quashing convictions by 
the Widnes Justices of Sharon 
McKeown on 20 April 1993 and 
of Christopher Jones on 4 May 
1993 for drink-driving offences. 

Section 69 of foe 1984 Art 
provided; 

(1) In any proceeding, a statement 


ing property <h was out of operation 
was not such as to affect the pro- 
duction of the document or tbe 
accuracy of its contents . . 


In July 1992 foe computer 
dock in foe Lion Intoximeter 
3000 in use at Widnes Police 
Station was displaying a time 
about an hour and a quarter 
slaw. In neither appeal was 
there any dispute about the 
correct time at which the 
Intoximeter was used. The 
Divisional Court nevertheless 
held that the inaccuracy of 
foe clock reading invalidated 
the evidence chi which both 
convictions were based. 
Anthony Scrivener QC and Steven 
Everett (Crown Prosecution Service ) 
far the Crown; Michael BdaffQC and 
Rente Colder (Byrne Frodshem & Co, 
Widnes) far Ms McKeown; Nigel J. 
Ley (NyLind 4 Beattie, Widnes) for 
Mr Jones. 


in a document produced by a com- 
be admissible 


puter shall not be admissible as ev- 
idence of any fact staled therein 
unless It is shown ... (b) that at all 
material times the computer was op. 
crating properly, or if not, that any 
respect in which it was not operat- 


Lord H offmann said that sec- 
tion 69 did not require the pros- 
ecution to show that the 
statement was likely to be true. 
Whether ft was likefy to be true 
or Mt was a question of weight 
for foe justices or jury. 

Ail that section 69 required 
as a condition of the admisst- 


7 March 1997 

trility of a computer-generated 
statement was positive evi- 
dence that the computer had 
property processed, stored and 
reproduced whatever infor- 
mation it received. It was con- 
cerned with the way in which 
the computer had dealt^ with the 
information to generate foe 
statement which was being ten- 
dered as evidence of the feet 
■which it stated. 

The language of section 
69(1) recognised that a com- 
puter might be malfunctioning 
in aw^r.whidiwas not relevant 
to the purpose of tbe exdu- 
sionaiy rale. It could not there- 
fore be argued that any 
malfunction was sufficient to 
cast doubt upon tbe .capacity, 
of the computer to process 
information correctly. . 

What then was contemplat- 
ed as the distinction between 
a relevant -and an irrelevant 
malfunction? There was onty 
one possible answer. A mal- 
function was relevant if jt af- 
fected the way in which: the 
compiiter processed, storetfot 
retrieved the information used - 
to generate .'the statement . 
tendered in evidence. Other 
malfunctions did sot matter. ' . 


It followed that the words 
“not such as to affect the pro; 
duction of the document or the 
accuracy ©fits contents” had to 
be read subject to tbe overall 
qualification that the para- 
graph was referring to those as- 
pects of the document or its 
contents which were material 
to the accuracy of the statement 
tendered in evidence. 

The justices had acertificate 
.signed. by a police sergeant 
under paragraph 8 of Schedule 
3 to. the 1984 Act stating that 
to the best of hslmowfedgeand 

belief foe requirements of 


. section 69(1) had been com- 
plied with. In 


. Jfe.thff absence qf 

contrary evidence, they were 
entitled to accept that certifi- 
cate as sufficient to satisfy 
section 69(1). .. 

The question then was 
whether, they were obliged to 
regtod the inaccuracy, of the 
dock display as coatxaiy evi- 
dence. Tfety also had evidence, 
which thqr weieentitled to ac* 
«pt, that ' the- dock display 
was not affecting, the proper 
f unctioning of foe computer in’ 
£ro cessirig th». iftforin^tion 

fog accepted . that evidence, 
there was nothing to displace 
the effect of the certificate. - 


PkulMagratft, Banister 
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doctrine: evade and survive 


I sour meat safe to eat? Let tKose 
think politicsdoes iiot matter 
address themselves to this 
question. Food hygiene regulations 
are a basic responsibility of the Gov- 
enunent, and when they fafi politicians 
must be held to acmnnj . 

inspectors,' enti- 
ty Red Meat, found “serious cause for 
concern” that meat could be contami- 
nated by EcoH 0157 and salmonella. 
This is an important finding which mat- 
ters to the 19 out of 2tiofaiswfao are 
not (mcreasingiy smug), vegetarians: 
Toe finding should have to 

the Government, which they elected to 
look after their interests. What 
happened to it?. It was suppressed:: 
expressions of concern and references 
to specific contaminaxus were re- 
moved from the report, .which 
therefore attracted no attention. 

This is outrageous. People’s lives 
have been put at risk/Nobody can say" 
whether any of the 18 elderly people 
who died in the EcoK outbreak in Scot- 
land would have, lived if the ori g i n al 
repeat had been published and acted T ; 
upon* but the possibility is there. Tins, 
was an issue that demanded, at the very ; 
least, some humility from John Major^ 
and Douglas Hogg yesterday. Instead, 
we got bjuster. and unconvincmg . 
attempts at self-justification. TbePrijne 
Minister accused Tbny Blair of the 1 
“height of iiresponsfoiUty* in raising 
the issue before foe agriculture minis- 


. ter had made his statement - rich com- 
mg from Mr Major, for whose govern- 
ment the concept of “responsibility” 
'seems to haveanidfosyncratic meaning , 
ft must be a characteristic of any 
government that ft tries to avoid 
responsibility for things going wrong 
_ and take the credit for any thin g going 
right. -The Civil Service culture of 
Whitehall is riddled with buck-passing. 
But this government has' turned the 
evariOn tendency into a doctrine. 

Mr Hogg would not resign over 
BSE, and he will not resign now. But 
■ the record of this government on food 
hygiene - demands a sacrifice. It was 
dear, even before the BSE crisis, that 
it . was undesirable to have -a singl e 
government department, the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
(MAFFJ, representing the interests of 
both producers and consumers. Its 
responsibility for the farming, and 
fishi ng industries should be handed to 
die Department of Hade and Industry, 
and for . consumers to the Department 
of Health. 

Mr Krug’s name is only one on a 
long list of Mr Major’s ministers who 
sfacHihilfave gone but did not. Norman 
Lament refused to take responsibility 
for thejfailuie of ERM membership. 
Wiliam WUdegrave and Sir Nicholas 
Lyefl refused to take responsibility for 
./bending the rules on selling arms to 
Iraq, Michael" Howard will not take 
ne^xhKibilityfor anything that happens 
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in prisons. Nicholas Soames says his 
civil servants lied to him; and this week 
his counterpart in the Lords, Earl 
Howe, said he too misled Parliament 
about the use of pesticides blamed for 
illnesses of Gulf war troops. They still 
have their ministerial cars, and foe head 
of no official has rolled. 

Sure, resignations after taking 
responsibility for mistakes have never 
been common. Jim Callaghan’s, in 
1967, over devaluation, and Lord Car- 
rington’s, in 1982, over die failure of the 
Foreign Office to foresee the invasion 
qftheRiDdands, stand out partly for that 
reason. But since John Major became 


Prime Minister, no important minister 
has resigned voluntarily because they 
accepted that their department had 
done something wrong. “The concept 
of responsibility has been ... replaced 
by a different code: survival.” That was 
John Smith, speaking in 1993. 

This was the context of Mr Major’s 
interview on Newsnight on Wednesday. 
It seemed to be promising, very much 
the kind of thing we have wanted to see 
for some time. He was reasonable, 
direct and positive. He refused to 
have a go at Tony Blair. He was 
politely insistent about the country’s 
sound economic position. And he 


offered Jeremy Paxnaan a deal which 
marked some improvement on the 
doctrine of irresponsibility. He was 
prepared to say sorry for the cost to 
the taxpayer of trying to stay in the 
ERM if he were allowed to “accept the 
credit for the fact that we now have a 
low-inflation economy”. 

That would have been a fair deal if 
Mr Lamoot had resigned as Chancellor 
in 1992. It miabt be a fair deal now if 
Mr Hogg is forced belatedly to take 
responsibility for the BSE crisis and the 
Red Meat affair. But in the cold tight 
of Prime Minister’s Questions in the 
Commons yesterday, “Honest*’ John 
reverted to slippery mode. Hie Red 
Meat report was “circulated to the 
people who needed to take action and 
1 am advised by those people that they 
have implemented the action”. 

At this point, the cynic might mut- 
ter the familiar counsel of the voter 
who refuses to take responsibility: that 
politicians are all as bad as each other 
and there is nothing to choose between 
them. Wrong. At all times, the voter has 
a duty to weigh up the records and 
prospectuses of the politicians and 
choose the best - or the least bad. 

Nobody yet knows for sure that a 
government led by Mr Blair would take 
more responsibility, although the 
Labour leader is on record as 
demanding resignations in various 
circumstances which will no doubt be 
cited if be takes over in Downing 


Street. As befits an opposition politi- . 
cion, he has taken the high moral ground 
on ministerial responsibility, but he has 
yet to be given the opportunity to prove 
that this is more than a reflex posture. 
Let us hope that Mr Blair is building a 
concept of ministerial responsibility 
on the foundations laid by Mr Smith, 
bis predecessor, who introduced a 
strongly moral language into our 
politics'. One of the ways in which a 
new government may be judged is by 
the quality of its resignations. 

Big issue, 
small price 

Y ou. the taxpayer, are going to pay 
for pro-European propaganda in 
the run-up to the ejection. Is this not 
disgraceful? Well, no. actually. A per- 
sistent refrain of all surveys of public 
opinion is: “We are not told.’’ People' 
feel ill-informed about the European 
Union, vaguely aware that all this stuff 
about square tomatoes and straight 
bananas is not quite accurate. Yet the 
election does represent a real and 
important choice on Europe. The. 
lories will, as they say, never sign the 
Social Chapter and, as they will not say. 
never rake Britain into a single cur- 
rency. Is £150,000 not a small price to 
pay for a better-informed electorate? 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


How parties 
try to bully 
the BBC 

Sin I notice that the BBC is being 
accused of political bias by Senior - 
politicians (“BBC under fire for •" 
assuming Blair win”, 3 March). 

This has occurred before gmieral 
elections for at least SI years. 

There is fittfe pomtin nsdkmgoat v 
which of the main parties is : - 
involved; each one is equally liable. ‘ 
When it suits them They will “warn’’ 
the BBC , usually with some vague 
speculation about financial ' . 
retribution afterthe election. 

When 7 was young rt always seemed 
tobea“sotenmwarniag”. 

Tbepurp^trfthewanmraBto 
damage the confidence of staffand' '' 
management for thestaort-tenn 
benefit of one of the main parties. 

On the wfaofe.the BBC has learnt to 
live wife these attacks and 
sometimes take cowzgp from them, 
but one cannot deny that artimes'. 
the assaults tnay have bta nfed its ;• , 
journalistic effectiveness. . - . 

The new chairman of theBBC \ 
would have every tight tokay that - 
the corpm^tkm has for xnany years ' 
had an honourable record of - 

reporting politics fairty.lt has a 
well-trained and inteThgent staff, 
with a deaxunderstamSngof its : 

studied and workedat the 
implementation of political 
impartiality for several decades and 
has evolved sensible techniques for 
monitoring. 

There seems no legitimate reason 
why those involved in the political • 
process cannot accept fee need for a 
vigorous, responsible and 

dettfBBCThereis no need 
for thesecrude andvkxous attacks. 

Of course the.BBC has to take . 
acaMmtofcotnplaiats.I'would 
recommend that daring fee cammg 
election it recruit a body of sightly 
deaf pensioners totake down fee 

— * s “* — in. 


longhand, with a; 

JOHN GRIST 

Richmond, Surrey 

The writer was Readof Current 

Affairs at BBC Television, and the 


broadcasting at 


ien I was on the Panorama 
\ 1964, we held a private poll 
iverhow the commentators, 
— — odueers and others in 
:BBCs1 
gramme 

ldc general dw**y«. 
f surprise, we were split 
ie middle -with a tiny 
y (52 per cem) voting 
/alive. In the event, of 
Harold Wilson brought in a 
government 
jut oaaeption we an 
ad - because k meant we 
ok forward to a whole new 

I political andsocial issues to 
fodder for oar 
Brians. Our enthusiasm 
i easily, and so wrongty, have 

nbwed to political bias. 

elbarrxit 


btn AS uu: — r — , 

fee Leader of the Opposition and 

his Jikety successor to appear 

i ogetheron television, may I ■ 
suggest that a special eamonor 
Eatrotmsft would provide an i deal 
forum for cterityfog ibeir positions 
on matters such as 
-hos»d,ofoourse,lyJ^P^ 

Majeur and Antcffl* de Bair 

JELAMPER 
Wortham, Dorses 

Sir How dare 

keep this bnw<6»kCara«vative 
geweramen* fojxwwwbenihe 



great majority of people in Britain 
want a general election as soon as 


JH STEWART 
Hardwick, Cambridgeshire 

Sir: Millions ofug are utterly ■ 
sickened at fee-waiting time for the 
general election.' Whatis 
particularly frustrating is that if . 
only we could afford to pay for it 
privately we could have it dene next 
week.. 

MARTIN SHAW 
Leicester 


IRA suspect 
and her baby 

Sin In Irish politics it is never wise 
CQ create victims or martyrs. Roisn 
McAJiskey is in poor health, in 
prison, and with child. The harsh 
treatment given to her by the 
British prison servjcehas already 
broughtprotestsfoomthelrKh 
Department ofForeign Affairs and 
an mqmry by Members of the . 
European Parliament. . . 

British authorities have stated 
that she will not be chained to abed 
while giving birth, but there has 
been no promise that mother and 
fhitd will not be separated 
afterwards if botja survive. At 
present the intention is to force a 


•security”. The separation would’ 
be unjust, quiteapart from the ■ 
obvious mhumanity, because the 
child is innocent mid the mother 
has been proved guilty of no crime. 

Separation wouldmso be foolish. 
The birth is due m May when 
tension injaeraes as fee ma r c hing 
season in Northern Ireland draws 

near. The weakness.of the United - 
Kingdom authorities in their 


handling of trouble at Drmncree 
and elsewhere last July has ensured 
feat this summer fee maintenance 
of law and order in what is alleged 
to bean integral part of the realm 
wifi beeves more difficult than 
usual. Matters should not be made 
worse by gratuitous ffl-treatment of 
an incarcerated wo man and her 
child. 

Professor GEORGE HUXLEY 
Church Enstone, Oxfordshire 


Time-bomb in 
Whitehall 

Sin You report on the Civil 
Service’s vision for fee year 2002, 
by which time 25 per cent of simple 
government transactions wife fee 
public might be carried out 
electronically (“Major's .vision of 
an armchair TV revolution”, 4 
March). The C5vfl Service might 
like to explain first how public 
sector computers will cope with fee 
Computer Millennium Problem 
(CMP). 

. Under the CMP up to 90 per 
cent-of computers wul be unable to 
move from3l December 1999 to 2 
January 2000, and will become 
useless. The cost to UK business of 
dealing with its CMP has been 
estimated at up to£35bn, 
equivalent to 1 percent of annual 
UK business turnover. BT alone is 
said to be spending a figure 
equivalent to 5 per cent of its 
ann ual turnover in sorting out its 
CMP. 

Given that fee public sector 
acco unts for 40 per cent of UK 


gross domestic product, and that 
government makes huge use of 
computers, fee cost to the public 
sector of sorting out its CMP could 
easily be in fee range of £10bn to 
£20bn. 

It is therefore not reassuring feat 
in response to recent parliamentary 
questions asking fee Government 
what policies are in place to deal 
wife its CMP, the reply has been 
that fee matter is under review. 
Students of the les hfinisterTV 
series will recognise fee phrase 
“under review” as signifying the 
very lowest level of activity, 
approximately zero. 

MC FITZPATRICK 
Head of Economics 
Chantrey Vellacott 
London WC1 


Lib Dem rescue 
for schools 


plan 


Sir: 1 was amazed to read Diane 
Coyle’s article claiming that 
Liberal Democrat plans to boost 
education funding by £2bn per 
annum would not make modi 
difference (“Ruled maths will 
never make fee grade”, 4 March). 
She is also wrong to imply that any 
of fee £2bn per annum would be 
used to fund fee National Health 
Service. 

Liberal Democrats are the 
only party to have faced up to 
fee funding problems in our 
education system, but we have 
never pretended that £2bn 
extra would convert our schools 
and universities overnight into 


some sort of financial utopia. 

What our £10bn programme 
for education over a parliament 
does allow for is the expansion of 
early -years education for all 
three- and four-year-olds whose 
parents want it, a massive boost to 
investment in books and 
equipment, fee reduction of 
primary schools' class sizes to 30 
pupils or less (benefiting some 1.5 
million children), proper funding 
of special educational needs, 
more money for higher and 
further education and a start in 
reducing the backlog of buildings 
repair and maintenance work. It 
would make a very real 
difference! 

MALCOLM BRUCE MP 
Liberal Democrat Treasury 
Spokesman 
House of Commons 
London SW1 


Health insurers 
neglect mothers 

Sir The choice of fee Secretary of 
State for Health’s wife to deliver 
her third child in an NHS hospital 
is h ighly commendable. Your 
article (5 March) mentions that fee 
family has private health insurance 
but put its faith in the state's 
healthcare system. 

This is fortunate because if Mis 
Dorrell had chosen to exercise her 
option to have private maternity 
care and delivery, she would 
discover that her private healthcare 
insurance does not cover women 
for fee cost of normal pregnancy. 
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Only Caesarian section deliveries 
are reimbursed by private 
healthcare insurance. This comes 
as a great surprise to fee majority 
of insured patients and is different 
from fee situation in most other 
European countries. 

Insurers may argue feat 
pregnancy is not an illness, but it is 
a major healthcare event in the 
lives of many women. The 
healthcare insurance industry 
should make provision for women 
to be able to exercise their choice. 
ROBERT FORMAN MD MRCOG 
Medical Director 
Centre for Reproductive Medicine 
London HI 


Moon mystery 

Sir. Thomas Sutcliffe (television 
review, 25 February) is entitled to 
his opinions on Channel 4’s 
discussion programme For the Love 
Of ... . which questioned fee truth 
about fee Nasa moon landings. 
However, as one of the 
participants, I have certainly not 
“convinced” myself feat the* Apollo 
moon landings “never took place” 
and neither bad all of those on fee 
panel. 

Rather, some of us question the 
photographs which purport to be 
the evidence for fee moon 
missions. The severe unexplained 
anomalies in these give rise to 
doubt about their authenticity. This 
docs not necessarily mean Nasa did 
not go to fee moon, but simply that, 
for reasons unknown, some or alt of 
fee publicly released photographs 
may be studio-posed publicity 
shots. Either way, Nasa has a case 
to answer. 

ANDY THOMAS 
Lewes. 

East Sussex 


Counties lost in 
mists of history 

Sir The Victoria County History 
project (Letters, 3 March) might 
have a more secure future if the 
county was still a meaningful 
concept. 

Three decades of reorganisation 
have left the country wife a 
bewildering array of counties, 
administrative, civic, geographical, 
historical, judicial and postal. The 
new unitary authorities and the 
abolished county councils further 
complicate the picture. Maps, 
guidebooks, listings and the media 
use different definitions often 
erroneously and inconsistent ly. 
The Post Office, faced with public 
confusion, has abandoned the 
county in favour of flexible 
addressing. Many people no 
longer know, and will soon no 
longer care, in which county, if 
anyl they live. 

if we wish to preserve the 
counties as geographical and 
cultural entities we need a 
commonly understood definition 
of what they are. Perhaps fee local 
authority associations, who 
support the idea of county 
histories, should provide one and 
promote its use. 

JOHN CUNDILL 
London 5H75 


Overwork is bad 
for business 

Sir: Your report (4 March) about 
people working long hours in 
merchant banks in fee City is 
merely the tip of the iceberg. Here 
in Britain we work longer hours 
than anywhere else in Europe, and 
both business and our families are 
suffering as a consequence. With 
40 per cent of managers world ng 
more than 50 hours a week no 
wonder more than SO million days 
are lost each year because of 
stress. 

Long hours are bad for business, 
bad for our children, for our 
families and ultimately for 
ourselves. In the long run fee 
macho culture of long hours will be 
replaced by family-friendly 
employers who find they are better 
able to recruit and retain good 
staff. 

Businesses like to be perceived 
as contributing to the community, 
but long working hours are actively . 
contributing to the breakdown of ’ 
communities. Out message to busi- 
ness is to think family-friendly, and 
get ahead. 

SARAH JACKSON 
Joint Chief Executive 
Parents At Work 
London EC2 


Legal penalties 

Sir The trial in fee football raateb- 
rigginc case was inconclusive 
I report. 5 March) and it looks as 
though the taxpayer might be asked 
to fund another, possibly 
inconclusive, trial. Would it not be 
cheaper and more appropriate if 
the lawyers decided the matter now- 
wife a penal tv shoot-oul? 

TOM MACNAMARA 
South Bank O’nhersity 
London SE1 


Heart problem 

Sir: When Mr Major sajs that he 
wants Britain to be at the heart of 
Europe, does he mean as a 
coronary thrombosis or a 
pacemaker? 

JOHN A DAVIS 
Great ShelfonL 
Cambridgeshire 





Whichever party wins 
the general election, 
there will be little money 
for the health service. 
Senior managers tell 
Jack O’Sullivan how 
they will makes cuts to 
match their budgets 


aor more than a year. Stephen Murray, 
la -14-year-oid former Sheffield steel 
worker, has tried to obtain beta inter- 
feron. a revolutionary new drug, on the 
NHS. Designed to prevent relapse in 
the early stages of multiple sclerosis, it could save 
him from being in a wheelchair. Mr Murray knows 
people in Manchester who have already been pre- 
scribed the recently licensed treatment. So why 
not him. loo? 

The doctors keep saving "no**. The NHS in his 
area, he has been told, cannot afford the £ 10.000 
a year the drug costs. Mr Murray is in despair. 
"Every day. my' situation is deteriorating.'" he says. 
"When I started asking for the drug. 1 could walk 
a mile or more. Notv I'm finding it difficult to walk 
5u yards. By the time they say I can have beta 
interferon, it might be too late for me." 

Stephen Murray's blighted life is the price of 
today 's cash-strapped NHS. where tough choices 
are being made about priorities. His dilemma 
could soon becoming increasingly familiar. Hid- 
den in public spending plans accepted by all the 
main political parties is a well-disguised decision 
that NHS will be severely squeezed until the next 
century. That means little money will be available 
to fund technical and pharmaceutical advances 
such as beta interferon. Worse, top managers say 
that even existing services will have to be cut if 
current spending' plans become reality. In short, 
a vole for any of the main parties means a weak- 
ened NHS. 

Few of those responsible for spending NHS 
money will go public about their concerns, but 
across the country they arc discussing the closure 
of hospitals, the lengthening of waiting rimes, the 
halting of certain lands of treatment and the sus- 
pension of planned improvements, regardless of 
which pari}' wins the general election. These are 
not outspoken doctors, shroud-waving for their 
own narrow departmental needs. These are the 
managers- the people who think it is their job not 
to complain but to make budgets work. 

The problem is that the NHS - to meet the 
extra financial demands of an ageing population, 
wage increases and technical advances - is 
assumed to need, and has customarily received, 
about 3 per cent extra every year above inflation. 
But. according to Andrew DilnoL director of the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies, the government has 
budgeted for. and Labour has endorsed, negligi- 
ble real growth over the next fewvears. At inday's 
prices, they plan to spend £33bn on the NHS in 
England and Wales in the year 2000, just £0.6bn 
more ih:ut this year. The Independent asked 
heads of hospital trusts and health authorities and 
C»P fundholders - the people who control the 
purse strings - how such plans would affect them. 

"We would see a major programme of hospi- 
tal closures under these spending plans." said the 
director of commissioning for one north London 



A case of 
chaos in our 
hospitals 


Prognosis is grim 
for the NHS 


health authority. "We would have to cut national 
programmes such as medical education and qui- 
etly reverse the new deal that reduces junior doc- 
tors' hours. The government’s commitment that 
no-one should wait longer than 18 months for an 
operation would have to go. Some people would 
have to wait longer and those dealt with more 
quickly would be treated according to clinical 
need, rather than, as now. rime on the waiting list. 
Some people, with varicose veins, for example, 
would never get them treated at all. 

“We would also have to be much rougher with 
hospitals about nailing down priorities that we 
wanted our money spent on. Bul frankly. I don't 
think we have the management capacity to do that 
- particularly since the number of managers is 
going to be cut back if Labour is elected." 

Alan Randall is chief executive of Worthing 
Hospital, near Brighton, which serves one of the 
largest elderly populations in Britain. He thinks 
the survival of smaller hospitals is threatened by 
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these spending plans. “People would have to travel 
more rather than go to outreach hospitals nearby. 
Locally, to raise more money, Worthing hospital 
would compete more vigorously for private 
patients so a private hospital would probably go 
under in this area ... It is almost inevitable that 
people would have to dip into their pockets for 
minor operations such as cataracts and maybe 
joint replacements." 

Some health economists hope that a funding 
shortfall could be made up by squeezing NHS 
salaries. But managers are already having trou- 
ble recruiting staff because of low wages. “We’ve 
just recruited 35 nurses from Australia to fill the 
nursing gaps," says Alan Randall. And no-one 
thinks that Labour's war on bureaucracy would 
produce the necessary savings. 

This threatened crisis comes against the back- 
ground of a bad winter in the NHS. Earlier this 
year, for example, a stroke victim at St Helier hos- 
pital in Surrey wailed on a trolley for 54 hours 
before a bed could be found for him. And there 
are tales of lives at risk because of delayed oper- 
ations around the country. Annette Dohegani of 
Stockport Community Health Council says. “We 
had a letter from a man recently who said we had 
saved his life. He had been told by consultants at 
Manchester Royal Infirmary that he needed car- 
diac surgery, but there was no money to pay for 
iL The problem was only solved when we inter- 
vened. He was taken into hospital and they oper- 
ated immediately. Apparently, he was just on the 
brink - he had a serious life threatening condi- 
tion." 

Then there are all those operation cancellations 
which produce great inconvenience and stress. “We 
had another patient" says Ms Donegani. “who was 


told before Christinas that her operation would be 
in seven months, then nine montits, then 12 
months; now the hospital can’t tell when it will be. 
It isn’t a life -dtreatemrig condition; bitt peopleget 
worked up about a dale, arrange child care for the 
famil y and then at the last minute find the opera- 
tion s postponed. It's terribly distressing.” 

The post-election NHS will have to become 
more ruthless. “We would have to consider cases 
such as keeping a patient on drugs for a heart- 
lung transplant," says the finance director of a 
large south London hospital “Those drugs can 
cost £500,000 in a year. That’s a lot of hip oper- 
ations. That’s not a decision I could take - the 
Department of Health would have to take a lead." 

A major rethink in services would also be 
required ty Gft. “We need 3 percent extra ayear 
because the population is getting old and there 
are new procedures," says Dr Erl Annesley, a GP 
fund holder in Keyworth, Nottingham. “I’ve 
saved as much as I can on drugs unless more peo- 
ple are going to pay for their own. If someone 
comes to me wonting beta interferon, I can’t give 
it to them." 

The message to whomever runs the Depart- 
ment of Health in a few months is that tough deci- 
sions will be required. And, much as the new 
Health Secretary might wish local areas to take 
responsibility for the impact of tight spending, real 
savings may demand clear central directives lim- 
iting services. At this rate, it looks as though 
Health Secretary Stephen Dorrell or his shadow 
Chris Smith, for ail their reassuring language, are 
heading for a political storm. 

Next week, Polly Toynbee asks Stephen Dorrell and 
Chris Smith to respond to the above indictment. 


I n Hackney, east Lon- 
don, oite of Britain’s ' 
poorest neighbour- 
hoods, there was always 
one refuge whose doors 
never dosed, even in the dead 
of night The Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital for Children, a few 
hundred yards from a string of 
notorious council tower blocks, 
is an oasis. For 127 years it has 
been the destination of many 
clashes in the middle of the night 
by worried parents, nursing a 
feverish child. Some of the first 
x-rays and first operations on - 
children were conducted here. 
Children’s drawings cover the 
walls and toys litter the casualty 
department, which looks more 
like a creche than ER. Every- 
thing is geared specifically to 
children: there is even a readier 
for the long-stayers. 

But last week the hospital's 
closure was announced sud- 
denly- Only months after 
Queen’s was given the all-dear 
for the next few years, a finan- 
cial crisis in the focal health ser- 
vice means it will be absorbed 
within a year into the Royal 
London, a general hospital 
■ The hasty demise of Queen's, 
leaving children’s services m 
the area in chaos, is typical of 
the rapid; poorly planned do- 
sures that are expected if NHS 
funding is squeezed after the 
general election in the way the 
main political .parties are 
proposing. And the strong local 
opposition to the closure, led by 
Labour-run Hackney council, 
demonstrates the pressures ' 
Chris Smith, Labour's would-be 
Health Secretary, will face if his 
party wins the election.' • 
Queen’s was supposed to stay 
Open 'untiL the next century, 
when a new purpose-built hos- 
pital would have been built 
attached to the Royal London, 
about a mile away, which itself 
is due for rebuilding. Instead, 


the old Queen’s services w£D 
now be crammed info aban- 
doned wards in the Royal Lon- 
don. Thai will save £3m, just part 
of the £15m annual savings that 
the umbrella Royal Hospitals 
Trust must find by spring 1998. 

“It’s crazy that these services 
are moved in this helter-skelter 
fashion onto whaiis a building 
ate in. Whitechapel” says Janet 
Richardson of the local .com- 
munity healthcotmdL “If they 
could not see a way last Octo- 
ber to replace the servfces pro- 
vided at Queen’s, what has 
changed since then, -except 
financial pressures? 

“This hospital is very impor- 
tant. A. Bengali mother, for 
example. wtH not telephone the 
emergency doctor service at 
night because of the langtiage 
problem. Shell take a minicab 
to Queen's, where she feels 
safe, because as soon as you 
walk through the door, it’s a 
secure, child-friendly environ- 
ment She will not feel like this 
going to the Royal London,” 

\bnesra Wright dinical direc- 
tor at Queen’s and a consultant 
paediatric ongeoii, is resigned to 
the move. “The financial crisis 
has been like a tidal wave 
through east London, making 
the sand shift beneath aD our 
feet.” She hopes that within a 
few years the promised new 
dedicated children’s unit wflJ 
be built. “We would like to get 
our hospital back.”- But she 
knows childreaa’s services face 
“powerful advocates from other 
services. We must make sure we 
are notdtort-changed." In other 
words, a hasty bit of panicked 
dedsfon-makmg could] result in 
a long-term deterioration in 
children’s servicesfor a deprived 

-ftv ■._* __.-4.f_ 1.1 _ 


rate in Western Europe. 
Other small hospitals should 
watch the fate of Queen Eliza- 
beth 'sand take note. > ' 



A sick cHd at the Queen EBzabeth Hospital for Ctdcfren, 
Hackney to be dosed within a year Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


One tomato, and the scare is rolling 


“D; 


id you see Delia 
Smith on television 
this week? It was 
absolutely revolting. Bul I 
saw it with my own eyes. 
Dear old Delia came* on the 
screen, picked up a tomato 
and said to the TV audience. 
‘What you do is cut the Lop 
out of the tomato, like this', 
and then she cut the top out 
of the tomato, and then she 
said, WhaL you do next is 
put it on your nose' - and 
she put it on her nose, and 
grinned! I couldn't believe 
my eyes. It was quite awful." 

The speaker is Ernest 
Druce, head of the National 
Health Scare Bureau. But 
what was so veiy wrong with 
what she was doing? 

“Wrong? Wrong?! Can't 
you see the dangerous 
message she was spelling 
out?” 

You mean, she was wrong 
to tell us to put a tomato on 
our nose because in real life 
it will fall straight off again? 
And perhaps cause a serious 
accident if it rolls under a 
police horse's feel? 

“No. no, no, no,” says 
Ernest Druce. as if he were 
talking to an unintelligent 
child or. of course, a 
journalist who was not very 
quick on the uptake. “I am 
talking health hazards here. I 


am talking nasal infections. I 
am talking respiratory 
disease. I am saying that if 
we all went around putting 
tomatoes on our noses, we 
could be looking down the 
barrel of a major epidemic.” 

An epidemic of what? 
What have epidemics got to 
do with a good cause? 

“It may be Comic Relief 
Days job to raise money 
through laughter," says 
Ernest Druce, “but it is my 
job to start health scares. 
And when I saw Delia Smith 
putting a tomato on her 
schnozzle, a 1 00- watt light 
bulb came on in my head 
and I thought to myself, 
•Health scare!'" 

Why should anyone want 

to start a health scare? 

“There will always be 
health scares," says Ernest 
Druce. “Rumours will always 
spread. Can't stop it. But we 
can at least channel them 
and invent them. That’s why 
the National Health Scare 
Bureau was set up. To make 
sure that health scares are 
always about something we 
can cure or control.” 

So you are spreading a 
rumour about Comic Relief 
Day? 

“Oh, yes," says Ernest “It’s 
a natural Everyone is a bit 
fed up with the whole thing 



Miles 

Kington 

anyway and is only looking 
for an excuse to avoid iL So 
immediately I put our staff on 
red alert, spreading rumours 
that nasal infections can be 
spread if people share the 
same tomato on Comic Relief 
Day. There are still some 
dangerous strains of flu 
around, at least (here are if 
you believe our last-but-one 
health scare, and we are 
going out there to tell people 
not to put their nose in any 
tomato which may 
conceivably have been used 
by Delia Smith or anyone 
else. They just don't know 
what they are picking up. Plus 
the dangers of inhaling 
tomato pips. Plus the 


genetically engineered 
dangers!” 

The what? 

"Oh come on, you must 
have read the scares we put 
out last year about 
genetically altered fruit and 
veg. About how tampering 
with soya bean genes can 
endanger the whole species.” 

Oh, yes, I do remember 
reading something ... 

“Well, our message to 
people now Is this: Don’t put 
a tomato up your nose, for 
fear of acquiring a - 
genetically altered gene or • 
chromosome from an- 
American lab and altering 
your DNA for ever!” . 

That couldn't happen, ■ 
surely? 

“No, of course ft. couldn't 
But the public don’t know 
thaL People will believe 
anything. The great 
advantage of working for the 
National Health- Scare ' ' 
Bureau is that we don’t have 
to prove anything. AU we . 
have to do is spread ■ 
rumours. So this week we are 
working on the rumour that 
Comic Relief is actually bad 
for people. Not just because 
of tomatoes. Because of 
putting anything os- your 
nose. Those little red ping- 
pong balls strapped toyom- 
conk can cause interference - 


to the breathing patterns 
which over pnty an hoar can 
have serious effects. Asthma 
attacks. Sinus trouble. 
Epilepsy...” - 
Comte Relief Day-caH . 
caposeepiUgasy? ' : \* •«’ 

Tm glad you think so. : 
Comic Relief Day can also 
cause tragic motor * 
accidents.”. . ■' 
Throu^i.peopleljdng 
unable to see the road 
property on account of 
tomatoes ontheir noses? 

“No, through fixing those 
dreadful red tomatoes and 
red splodges to the front of 
their cars. Did you know Chat 
a dozen people at least have 
been run over while in the 
act of fastening red noses to 
their front- bonnets? Did you 
know that dozens more have 
needed first aid after gettmg 
their fingers trapped in their 
bonnets or radiators while 
wiring there tomatoes on?” 
is that true? _ 

. “I haven’t the faintest 
idea, 7 ' says Ernest Druce. 
"Not myjob tfr check facts. 
But it sounds plausible. My : 
only job now is to start . 
leaking this scare-about killer 
tomatoes into The media; 
'Major killer disease traced 
back to Delia Smith' - that 
sort of thmg. ; Gareio heJp?”- 
. • HI denary best •; “ v. 
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the commentators 


If Labour wins 



to the Lib Dems? 


P addy Ashdown can go 
off to his spring confer- 
ence in Cardiff t his week- 
end in quite a satisfied mood. 

The pact reached with Labour 
on toe most momentous pro- 
gramme of constitutional 
reform since women' got the 
vote reflects especially well on 
the Liberal Democrats. It did 
not. as it might have done, look 
like his party being overshad- 
owed by their political big 
brother. 

Here was Labour going 
some way to meet Mr Ashdown 
on his own territory, being 
graceful about his commitment 
to electoral reform, and 
respectfully signing him up as 
the chief guarantor of its good 
intent towards Scottish devo- 
lution, a democratised Lon- 
don, an aristocrat-free Lords, a 
Freedom of Information Act 
and a Bill of Rights. 

Th^r didn’t get it all their way: 

Blair didn't commit himself to 
backing proportional represen- 
tation m the referendum which 
be has promised And the Lib- 
eral Democrats haven’t buried 
quite as comprehensively as they 
claim the least radical (and not 
genuinely proportionaO option 
for electoral change -the alter- 
native vote (AV) system. True, 

Robin Cook and Jack Straw 
both wanted to eliminate Ay as 
an option - Cook because he 
favours a fiiD-hlooded system of 
PR, and Straw because be wants . 
to maintain the status quo and 
fears that AV mg*ht tempt some who would oth- 
erwise resist reform. They were happy to agree 
a formula which says foe voters to choose 

between the status quo and a “proportional” 
electoral svstem -which Blair himself has indi- 
cated AV isn't. 

This certainly makes AV highly unlikely; 
though not the Labour experts insist, impos- 
sible. But thafs a wrinkle. Ashdown will not be 
going too far tf he claims on Sunday that he has 
helped to start a momentum for electoral 
change. He believes that the European elec- 
tions should be by PR in 1999, that the Com- 
mission charged with coming up with an alter- 
native electoral system for the Commons need 
take no more than three months to report and 
that a referendum could be held before the end 
of nett year. . . • 

This is important Now they have abandoned 
equidistance between the two mam parties and 
Labour is led by a moderniser, Ashdown has 
problems explaining what the liberal Democ- 
rats are for. This weekend, he wiQ stress some . 

of the differences between his party and Labour 

beyond their well worked-out environmental 
policies unveiled yesterday: Having been rather 
vague in the past about the ettxa lp in the pound 
tax rise to improve education, Mr Ashdown will 
spell out that ibis would cost the average tax- 
payer about 45p a week extra. He will also detail 
what that would buy in education spending _ 
for example, in equipment and books for pri- 
mary schools. 

He will also attack what he sees as a creep- 
ing “moral authoritarianism”. Explicitly , this is 
directed at the lories and Michael Howard. 
But, thanks to Jack Straw's hawkish attitudes 
on Law and order, H is an area where Ashdown 
can aba differentiate himself from Blair. It isn't 
dear that being bolder on income tax or more 
liberal on crime than Blair is exactly helping to 
lift his party's popularity, stiU trailing bekw its 
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Blair and 
Ashdown 
agree on 
many ; 
things, but 
not alL Yet a 
merger of 
the two 
parties is 
possible 


pre-l 992 election levels. (In an 
interview in. yesterday’s New 
S talesman,- Ashdown refers rue- 
fully to' a' remark fay the US 
Democratic Presidential hope- 
ful Adlai Stevenson. When told 

will vote^for him, Stevenson 
replied “That isn’t going to be 
enough.”) 

He is also paying a price, in 
terms of his relations with 
Labour, for what its senior fig- 
ures continue to complain are 
carping public entidsms on pol- 
icy from spokesmen below the 
level of the two Liberal Demo- 
crat politicians Blair most 
admires -Ashdown himself: and 
Menries Campbell This is so 
much the case that in the 
mcreasogty byzantine contin- 
gency planning for a TV debate 
between the party leaders. 
Labour are not going out of 
their way to fight Ashdown’s 
comer in seeking equal air time. 
So there are limits to co-opera- 
tion, but that may be worth it to 
preserve the distinctive identity 
which Ashdown needs to fight a 
.national campaign.. ■ 

Blit is this for always? 
Ashdown has manned to main- 
tain a separate brand image - 


was 
in a 


ular but the feet that its vote in 
the WirraJ wasn't squeezed 
below four percent confirms 
that its support isn’t going to 
implode. Tae real identity crisis 
is much kragerterm. The party’s 
elder statesman Lord Jenkins, 
led as having called fora meiger 
last Saturday. He did no such thing, 
and even if he had, every senior Lib Dem has 
ruled out the idea. • 

What’s more, Ashdown is entitled first to say 
that Blair's politics remain an unfinished can- 
vas- with the Labour leader both reassuring vot- 
ers that he is safe and allies that he wQl be more 
radical than they think- and second that there 
is a ideological distinction between the social 
democratic roots of New Labour and the Lib- 
eral traditions of his own party. (Even though 
his party contains quite a lot of eiscwhile social 
democrats whom Labour would like to hoover 
up if they could). 

Suppose Labour gets a landslide. Ashdown 
said yesterday his party would sit happily on the 
opposition benches. But to. what end? Suppose 
also that Blair’s law and order policy, perhaps 
even his Home Secretary, is not quite as 
authoritarian as the electoral imperative now 
dictates it is. Suppose that savins elsewhere 
result in increased education spending at a level 
to dwarf anything which Ashdown is offering. 
Suppose that Blair becomes as environmentalist 
after the election as Ashdown is now. Suppose, 
above all, that Blair succeeds in projecting him- 
self less as a social democrat than the inheri- 
tor of 19th-century liberalism, a coalition of 
interests on the centre and left, but nan-cor- 
pora tist, business friendly and less alienated 
from the establishment than previous Labour 
governments . Then, as the writer Ian Buruma 
has put it, we would be “on the threshold of a 
neo-Gladstoman age”. Does the equation 
change? Not immediately. Not perhaps even 
in a first parliament- But in the much longer 
term, the possibility that Lord Jenkins, child of 
the Labour Early buz biographer of Asquith and 
Gladstone inadvertently raised last weekend 
mij^hi not seem so outlandish as Ashdown now 
claims it is. 


Young heroes know 
the form, and smash it 


W bat’s the differ- 
ence betweena 
DJ and a Tbry 
MP? Both of 
them can shoot 
their mouths off but only one of 
them gets fired. Danny Baker 
joins foe ranks of Chris Evans 
and Chris Morris in being dis- 
missed by their employer for 
overstepping the lines on taste 
and decency. Noel Edmonds, 
Jim Davidson and Earn on n 
Holmes should also be banned 
from broadcasting on the 
grounds of taste. Mme. Unfor- 
tunately, my definition of what 
is truly obnoxious differs from 
the BBCs whose unwritten laws 
include not wishing terminal 
illness on a football dub's direc- 
tor, telling callexs to shut up or 
urging fans to picket the home 
of a referee. You may, it 
appears, be controversial and 
humorous but not insulting. 
You may rant but not rave. You 
must have a larger-than-life 
personality that attracts huge 
audiences, but you most still 
adhere to BBC guidelines. 

It is not worth shedding any 
tears for the likes of Evans 
and Baker - they will 
id other employment and 
they both boak about bow 
much money they earn. These 
bad boys are no more than 
rebels without a dause, a clause 
in their contracts that guaran- 
tees their-genias/megalomania 
free rein. Yet their luring and 
firing tells us something abut 
our deregulated culture, about 
what happens when the centre 
no longer holds. 

Ws talk of deregulation often 
in purely financial rather than 
cultural terms. This is why the 
paternalism of foe BBC rooted 
in a past that at least pretended 
a consensus around notions of 
taste and fair play, is simply 
unable to cope when such a 
consensus breaks down. For it 
has broken down. Audiences 
have fragmented with more 
choices than ever before. We 
have not only more channels 
but more TV sets, more radios; 
and we don’t often watch with 
mother these days. 

• The deference of previous 
generations has been replaced 
by a healthy irreverence which 
reveals a fundamental distrust 
of those in authority. Baker 
railed against the football 
establishment with constant 
swipes at his fellow broadcaster 
David Mellor, “the sort of 
bloke who has never paid to 
watch a game of football in his 
life". Baker claims his sin is 
being “too real": Evans was 
always slagging off his BBC 
bosses on air. They flaunt their 
ordinariness, and their wealth 
- thus breaking a cardinal rule 
of celebrity. They are paid for 
their lade of hypocrisy. 

Indeed the likes of Baker 
and Evans are great demysti- 
fiers of foe broadcasting media, 
constantly referring to produo- 


by Suzanne Moore 



You must have a larger-than-life 
personality that attracts huge 
audiences, but you must still 
adhere to the BBC guidelines 



ers, scriptwriters, cameras, 
microphones, all the formerly 
invisible paraphernalia of 
broadcasting. In foe Seventies 
we would have described what 
they do as “deconstruction” 
and insisted that such Brecht- 
ian strategies as revealing “the 
processes of production" were 
m themselves radical. 

Nowadays though you can’t 
move for television eating itself 
in front of you. Even the 
disembodied voices of the 
Channel Four continuity 
announcers have been revealed 
as belonging to people sitting in 
studios with headphones on. 
The Bob Mills Show demon- 
strates that whai goes on 
behind the scenes of a chart 
show is much more interesting 
than the show itself. Decon- 
struction for its own sake then. 


is hardly radical (and least so 
when done by gobby guvs who 
think themselves far more 
charming than they actually 
are) but it has altered what used 
to be called “the grammar" of 
broadcasting. 

The antics of an Evans or a 
Baker may take apart the 
medium but this is not done for 
any larger purpose than the 
presenter's ego. Nor should we 
forget that they are broadcast- 
ing to the camcorder generation, 
to punters who are not scared of 
what comes out of screens 
because they know how it goes 
in, for whom not much is sacred. 

What was daring becomes 
just another style - Zoo TV - 
and in reaction broadcasters 
stan seeking authored docu- 
mentaries. in which some 
authoritative but idiosyncratic 


presenter strides around as a 
repository of truth - Andrew 
Graham-Dixon. Howard Jacob- 
son. Jonathan Meades. Men 
strangely enough seem to have 
cornered both the big mouth 
and the big brain market. 
Women get The Giriic Show . 

The Girlie Show. V m afraid, is 
a sad but blatant attempt to 
appeal to the youth market. 
Everybody wants some “yoof. 
everyone in the media wants to 
make products that young peo- 
ple feel are theirs, which no one 
else understands. How is this to 
he done with no swearing, smok- 
ing. sex or drugs.’ Well, it can t 


be. which is why I find myself 
having to answer the question 
“Mummy, what does the F stand 
for in T.F.l. Fridays'!" 

Youth culture has actually 
been going quite a long time, 
and it must post a continual 
threat if it to be credible. It is 
a sign of how conservative 
rather than how liberal we are 
that swearing is considered so 
shocking. Evans has been con- 
stantly reprimanded for swear- 
ing on air. many stand-up 
comics rely on getting a laugh 
just by saying the word “Shag". 
None of this brings about the 
collapse of the Western World 
because much of it relentlessly 
laddisb. It's about having a 
laugh rather than making a 
point. It is anti-authority but 
apolitical. It is about not suck- 
ing up to bosses, chiefs, the 
establishment. It is about being 
rude not radical. 

The BBC cannot buy in this 
spirited chippiness and then 
balk when it crosses over the 
very lines that its target audi- 
ence does not care about any- 
way. By sacking Baker and 
Evans, it turns them into 
heroic defenders of freedom. 
The freedom to be what? A 
mouthy bloke. An ugly bloke 
with a talent, as Chris Evans 
might say? 

Yet for all the fuss, foe only 
mavericks I’ve seen on screen 
recently have been Chris 
Morris who is some kind of 
god, Mrs Merton trying to 
focate “Charlie" for those 
backstage at the Brit awards 
and Homer Simpson. The sur- 
prise is not how out of control 
broadcasting is but how so 
many of the conventions stay 
intact. Without them of course 
Morris could not shine. He 
could not satirise the pompos- 
ity of current affairs, the arro- 
gance of the Buerks and Pax- 
mans. he could not discuss 
morality in terms of “good 
Aids" and “bad Aids ", he 
could not inform us that Noel 
Edmonds is a murderer, he 
could not show businessmen 
injecting “illegal high drugs" 
into their groin while dis- 
cussing a new 1 line of jam. He 
depends entirely on the media 
loop. 

He constructs programmes 
about other programmes. He 
needs to continually overstep 
the line to show us how mean- 
ingless the lines are. If foe BBC 
ean'i tolerate them, such broad- 
casters will easily find other 
homes. If audiences don't like 
it. they can switch to something 
more io their taste. Thai’s what 
a deregulated market means 
and in such a world loose can- 
nons are not just guns for hire, 
but foe biggest guns of all. 


Ireland’s message for the Pope 

President Mary Robinson visits the Vatican - not an easy day for the pontiff By Mary Condren 


P resident Mary Robinson's 
meeting in Rome with Rape 
John Paul II tomorrow is a 
historic occasion. The last 
lime a female head of Ire- 
id, Elizabeth J, came in direct con- 
i with foe Pope, she was excom- 
inicated. The parallels are striking, 
[ so loo are the contrasts. 

Elizabeth I was sovereign head of a 
intry at the forefront of a major chan- 
ge to foe power of Rome: E ng la n d, 
bmson is head of an Irish republic 
ere sovereignty resides in th e pe o- 
. As foe people's representative, 
rsidem Robinson will have a num- 
of fcev questions cm her mind, and 
Pope's response could be crucial. 
Hie Pope wiO no doubt wish to 
se some current Irish issues: foe 
jgers of a new’ Education Bill, the 
.orcc Act, the widespread avafl- 
lity of contraception, and aboroop 
ivmarion. But given Robinson s 
lure and courage, nobody should 
under any illusion that this will be 
ne-wav conversation, 
l is said that one of foe pattoo 
its of Ireland. St MAMfi 
era! thresholds of Irish life: foe old 
I new. rich and poor- SbenttfofifcJ 
ween these traditions, and douj sue 
1 her successors, foe abbesses of 
dare, were known as those who 
med back foe streams ofwaT* - 
freedom Robinson Stands in that 

ai tradition of Irish womanhood. 

through ecclcaasocal endorse- 
rs but by virtue of her 
npassion. and commitment She is 

emtain in foe best ^ j** 

rtL ami for many years she was a 
e voice in foe Legal profession 
mpioning the cause, of women 
r access to 

inrilicv. social prcMStonsfor single 


mothers and legal equal- 
ity in marital status. 

Ireland had little truck 
with Elizabeth's 16tb cen- 
tury Reformation. Given 
its political and social his- 
tory, the country was best 
served by main taming its 
alliance with the one 
European institution pot- 
entially capable of chal- 
lenging colonial England: 
the Roman Catholic 
Chincfa-Irish Catholicism 
has been profoundly 
shaped fay colonial his- 
tory, especially following 
the disastrous famines of 
the mid-19tfa century. The 
subsequent “devotional 
revolution” gave rise to a 
massive increase in voca- 
tions to religious fife, sex- 
ually repressive practices, 
and a piety born of 

despair rather than hope. 

Now secular control of 
education, legalised dfc 
orce, access to contracep- 
tion and abortion are all 



cfous vocations is declining rapidly, 
church attendance is felling, clerical 
yanrfal*; and reports of child abuse in 
religious-run institutions have shat- 
tered ordinary Catholics and under- 
mined the tihunphafism of the cleri- 
cal establishment. 

This has thrown , wide open the 


to transcend old political stale- 
mates, and to encourage all 
Irish people to live together in 
peace. 

In the tradition of the Jew- 
ish and Christian prophets 
before her, Robinson calls 
for “mercy and not sacrifice". 
In her work as a lawyer she 
will have seen too maity 
women sacrificed to maintain 
foe facade of self-righteous- 
ness and innocence of a fad- 
ing Ireland. Under her influ- 
ence, whatever Irish identity 
wtil be forged wili not be sac- 
rifiriaBy achieved: foal is to 
say, it will not be at someone 
eise’s expense. 

Over the past 30 years 
three thousand people have 
died violent deaths and 
countless thousands have 
been maimed, blinded, and 
bereaved in parts of Ireland. 
This violence is at least 
underpinned, if not caused 
by religious sectarianism. No 
setf-respeciing politician in 
Ireland can ignore the sub- 

. , . stan live ‘ *■ *“ 

Ireland's executive power structure behind this historic meeting: 

Chn the unique position of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Ireland and in par- 
ticular foe enshrinement of its moral 
codes into foe law of the land, any 
longer be sustained? The Pope may 
well wish this to be the case, but the 
vast majority of ordinary Irish 
Catholics now deem otherwise. 

Behind this question lies another. 
The Catholic church in Ireland has tra- 
ditionally enjoyed constitutional pro- 


seriously od the political 
agenda, • and some nave 

been achieved The number of reli- question of their father’s abuse 30 
“ " years ago. The dam has burst, and no 

amount of wishful thinking or repres- 
sion will stem foe tide. Irish Catholi- 
cism is being forced io search deeply 
into its hitherto innocent heart. 

James Joyce, on going into exile, 
declared that he wen! forth “to forge 

^ . in the smithy of my own soul foe un- 

ouesaon of abuse and violence in the created conscience of my race”. Rob- 

hame. Agencies are now besieged by ioson stayed home and did just that ditionaJty enjoyed consuninonai pro- 
aduli survivors of such abuse as well She has attempted to develop a new lection. In a multicultural society, this 
as current vsetims- Arecent court ded- Irish identity: phrases such as “the is no longer tenable. The quetion is 
sion allowed three women to open foe island of Ireland”, are carefully chosen thus; zs foe future of insb Catholicism 


contingent upon maintaining its tra- 
ditional legal safeguards, or can Irish 
Catholics be trusted with preserving 
the best features of a faith that has 
served them well without petrifying 
that faith, and without the legal safe- 
guards hitherto afforded to them by 
foe constitution? 

In essence, that will be the question 
to be posed by President Robinson to 
the Roman pontiff. Although the 
President has no executive powers, the 
Pope is under no illusion as to her 
moral and spiritual influence in Ire- 
land - influence that possibly surpasses 
that of the executive power structure. 
Her message to the Pope might be as 
follows: if Catholicism is not part of 
the solution, then it may be part of foe 
problem. The choices are stark. 

Traditionally, Irish Catholic moth- 
ers could have been counted on to pass 
on foe Catholic faith. However, in the 
light of Ireland's political and social 
his tore, where children have been 
sacrificed to maintain a facade, and 
where political violence is under- 
pinned by sacrificial motifs, many are 
now simply turning away in search of 
a life-giving spirituality - one that will 
.serve to empower their search for new 
ways of living with integrity. 

Once content to act as handmaids of 
the Church. Irish women are demand- 
ing a voice and. in some cases, full min- 
isterial authority. One of foe last straws 
grasped at by St Thomas Aquinas to 
refuse priestly ordination to women was 
that women {like slaves) could “not sig- 
nify eminence". President Robinson is 
proof that they can, and a compelling 
example of why they must. 

77je k riter is director of the Institute for 
Feminism and Religion, and author of 
'The Serpent and the G Oil dess: women. 
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Glaxo calms fears over loss of Zantac patent 


Magnus Grimond 


Glaxo Wellcome, the UK's 
biggest drugs group, yesterday 
moved to allay City fears about 
its future after its best-selling 
Zantac anti-ulcer drug loses 
partial patent protection in the 
US later this year. 

Sir Richard Sykes, the chief 
executive who will take over the 
chairmanship in May, warned 
that sales of Zamac. just under 
a quarter of the group total last 


year, could plunge by as much 
as 80 per cent after the patent 
expires in July. 

But in a dear message to an- 
alysts who have suggested earn- 
ings at the group could go into 
reverse, he said he expected 
turnover growth to be back up 
in double-digit percentages by 
1999, while earnings would be 
“at least maintained" over the 
next two years. 

Products introduced since 
1990 bit sales of £2 bn last year. 


overtaking Zantac for the first 
time. Sir Richard said. “Sales of 
new products give us confi- 
dence as we go forward into 
1997 and 1998, which will be 
tough years. Even under the 
worst-case scenario for that 
business, we can grow the busi- 
ness in low single-digit numbers 
and once we get through 1998, 
we have confidence we ran 
grow in double digits." 

The outcome of Glaxo's ap- 
peal against a US court ruling 


aUowing rival drugs group 
Novopbarm to sell a generic 
form of Zantac is expected 
shortly. Sir Richard said Glaxo 
would announce strategies for 
dealing with the competition, 
which would only hit around 10 
percent of the group's sales, by 
July. 

The shares, which initially 
dipped 28.5p yesterday, ended 
14p ahead at £10.49. " 

One analysL said for the first 
time the company had looked 


over to the other side of the 
Zamac chasm: “Tbday could 
mark an important turning 
point at Glaxo in that the stock 
market may now start to focus 
on life beyond Zantac." 

Steve Flag at Barclays de 
Zoete Wedd, the stockbrokers, 
said sales growth excluding 
Zamac was 14 per cent last year, 
led by products introduced 
since 1990. Between now and 
the end of the century, the 
company would launch anoth- 


er 20 drugs, he said. “We all 
know 1997 is going to be a veiy, 
very tough year, bill by 1999, this 
company is going to look very, 
very different-' 7 

Sir Richard’s comments came 
as Glaxo Wellcome announced 
pre-tax profits of £2L96bn for last 
year, 18 per cent ahead of the 
figure for the 12 months to De- 
cember 1995, excluding the 
costs of integrating Wellcome. 
The results covered the first full 
year since the £9bn acquisition 


of the drugs group. John 
Coombe, Glaxo finance direc- 
tor, said the integration was 
“bang on target 71 , delivering 
£150m of savings last year. Most 
of the 7,500 planned cut m foe 
combined groups’ workforce 
had been achieved, and the fo- 
cus .was moving from research 
and development activities to 
manufacturing opcrationS- 
Glaxo said sales of anti-HIV 
products more than doubted to 
£5 00m last year.. 


Ford’s 

share of 
UK car 
market 
plunges 


Chris Godsroark 

Business Correspondent 


Nomura claims 




Tokyo directors 


‘siphoned funds’ 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


Nomura Securities, the giant 
Japanese stockbroking company, 
yesterday added its name to the 
ever lengthening list of financial 
scandals by announcing that it 
suspected that two of its direc- 
tors in Tokyo had been con- 
ducting unauthorised hades to 
the benefit of a client's account. 

There were reports in Tokyo 
yesterday that millions of yen 
had been deposited in the 
account of the client, which 
allegedly was linked with a 
sokaiya - a general term for a 
racketeering operation. 

The announcement was 
made after the Tokyo market 
had dosed, but the shock of the 
scandal was felt in London 
where shares in Nomura, by far 
the biggest broker in the world. 


and Exchange Surveillance 
Commission, one of the Japan- 
ese regulatory bodies, had be- 
gun its investigation after 
suspecting Nomura had reim- 
bursed huge sums of money to 
a Tokyo-based investor to make 
up for losses incurred through 
futures trading in Singapore. 

Blackmailing of companies by 
sokaiya has been going on for 
years. It became so endemic in 
the 1980s when sokaiva threat- 


phmged by 9 per cent during the 
course of the day. 


course of the day. 

Nomura levelled the accusa- 
tions against the two directors, 
who have not been named, after 
concluding an internal investi- 

S alien into the transactions, 
apancse regulatory bodies have 
also being conducting their own 
investigations for months. 

The company refused to give 
out details of the directors, and 
it is unclear whether they have 
been suspended with some re- 
ports from Japan saying they 
were still in their posts. It is 
known, however, that one of the 
directors is from Nomura 's gen- 
eral affairs department and the 
other is responsible for slock 
transactions. 

Reporters in Japan have been 
pursuing rumours about a 
financial scandal at Nomura for 
several months. Recent repots 
have stated that the Securities 


£ We found 
three 

transactions 
that were 
clearly 
suspicious 9 


ened to disrupt annual general 


meetings, that Japanese com- 
panies were forced to take eva- 


panieswere forced to take eva- 
sive action and agreed to hold 
ail their meetings on the same 
day to reduce the possibility of 
disruption at their agras. 

Atsushi Saito, a vice-president 
at Nomura in Tokyo, could not 
confirm yesterday that there was 
involvement by sokaiya. 

Speaking in Tokyo, be said 
that the two directors appeared 
to have transferred profits raised 
from Nomura's own accounts to 
a customer’s account which had 
been set up in early 1993. These 
transactions, the size of which 
was not disclosed, had been 
“discretionary", made without 
approval and against the Secu- 
rities and Exchange Law. 


Nomura began its own inves- 
tigation at the start of the year 
and passed on the findings to the 
Japanese regulators. Not until 
the regulators have completed 
their examination of the trans- 
actions will further details of the 
case be released. Nomura said. 

Nomura said its internal in- 
vestigation “appears to indicate 
that, quite regrettably, there is a 
possMity that some of the trans- 
actions investigated did not ful- 
ly comply with our code of 
conduct". As such. Lhe transac- 
tions could be considered dis- 
cretionary and prohibited bylaw. 

“We found three transac- 
tions that were clearly suspi- 
cious," Mr Saito said. 

This is the second time that 
Nomura has grabbed the head- 
lines for the wrong reasons. 
The annauncemenfyesterday 
comes soon after market 
manipulation allegations against 
its London-based Nomura 
International operation by 
Australian regulators. 

The Australian Securities 
Commission (ASC) is accusing 
Nomura International in the 
Australian Federal Court of 
several charges of market ma- 
nipulation related to trading ac- 
tivities in March 1996. Nomura 
International is denying any 
wrongdoing in connection with 
the stock index arbitrage trades 
in Sydney that involved simul- 
taneous buying and selling of 
shares and futures contracts. 

“The transactions referred 
to in the ASC allegations were 
legitimate slock index arbitrage 
transactions and took place in 
March 1996. They did noL or 
will not, have any adverse impact 
on Nomura's financial perfor- 
mance," Nomura International 
said in London. 



Rising numbers: A queue outside an employment exchange In Leipzig east Germany yesterday Photograph: Reuter 


German dole queue tops 4.3m 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 

Yvette Cooper 

London 


German unemployment rose 
slightly last month to set another 
post-war record, but analysts 
said the jobless rate bad now 
peaked. According to figures 
released yesterday by the Fed- 
eral Labour Office, seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rose by 
5,000 in February, reaching 
4 j 1 6 million. The tiny increase 
did not affecL Lhe adjusted job- 
less rate of 113 per cent. 

Latest indicators suggest that 
the winter “growth pause" in 
German economic activity is 
coining to an end, raising ex- 
pectations that EMU will go 
ahead on time. High unemploy- 
ment, pushing up public spend- 


ing and pressurising tax rev- 
enues, is hindering the German 
government's ability to meet the 
Maastricht criteria of govern- 
ment borrowing below 3 per 
cent of GDP and government 
debt below 60 percent of GDP. 
But Gemot Neib, economist at 
Salomon Brothers in London, 
said: “The growth outlook has 
improved and the government 
should find a way to come close 
to EMU targets." 

Bernhard Jagoda, the Labour 
Office president, said he ex- 
pected a slight decline in the un- 
employment figures in March. 
“In non-construction manufac- 
turing areas, the rise in 
unemployment was noticeably 
smaller than overall," Mr Jag- 
oda said. “This could mean 
that the worst is over in job loss- 
es in the manufacturing sector." 


Nevertheless, the failure of the 
construction industry to pick 
up, despite the mDd weather in 
February, was a disanxrintmcnL 
Most of foe 500,000 jobs lost in 
the previous month had been in 
construction, but the sector has 
so far not started rehiring, and 
remains stagnant, especially in 
the formerly booming east 
Orders are on the rise, up by 
2.4 per cent in January, ac- 
cording to figures released yes- 
terday. Although the consumer 
market remained stagnant, or- 
ders for capital goods shot up 
by 10.1 per cent, suggesting 
foe economy is about to turn the 
comer. Boosted by the low 
value of the German mark, 
foreign demand for German 
goods leapt in the same month 
by 73 per cent. A surprisingly 
sharp rise in business confidence 


& being matched by rising cap- 
ital investment 
According to foe Gtinnan 
Ghamberai^Gnmoetreandlib 
dustry (DEHT), which also tin- - 
veiled its economic forecast 


yesterday, growth win not be as 
strong as foe government an- 


strong as foe government an- 
ticipates. The DIHT expects the 
economy to expand by 2_pear 
cent this year, half a per cent 
below official predictions. Of 
foe 25,000 German firms sur- 
veyed, only 19.per cent want to 
increase their investments in 
Germany, and roost of those will 
be aimed at rationalisation - a. 
euphemism for redundancies. 

That will trouble foe govern- 
ment, which has pledged to 
halve foe number of jobless by 
2000, but not as much as eco- 
nomic uu derperfo nuance . 

Comment, page 21 


' Ford’s British strategy was dealt 
I a further blow yesterday with 
statistics showing the company's 
j share of the UK car market 
1 plunged to little more than 16 
j per cent last month, one of its 
lowest market share figures for 
decades. 

The sales data, from foe So- 
ciety of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders, was last night be- 
ing interpreted as further evi- 
dence of Ford's shift in policy 
towards foe UK where u has 
been market leader since it 
overtook British Leyland in foe 
"1970s. 

In February Ford registered 
26,753 cars in Britain, giving it 
16.4 per cent of the market, 
compared with sales of 33,564 
in the same month in 1996, 
i yielding a 21 J per cent slice of 
. foe market Sahssof the Escort 
and Fiesta, which have tradi- 
tionally vied for top sales spot 
were particularly disappoint- 
ing, beaten into third ana fourth 
places in foe league table by foe 
Wuxhall Astra. Sales of foe Es- 
cort nosedived by 50 per cent 

Jay Nagley, a motor industry 
consultant from marketing con- 
sultants Quandrangle, said: 
“The Escort has been beatify ia- 
centivised to encourage buyers 
since 1991 and it seems Ford is 
nowpullingback on special of- 
fers and tins is hitting the mod- 
el particularly bard.” 

The winners in last month’s 
figures were yet again conti- 
nental and Japanese brands, 
which industry analysts have ar- 
gued are more appealing in 
marketing tertns loconsumets. 
The market share for both Re- 
nault and Peugeot surged by 1 
percentage point to 8.2 per 
cent and SJx per cent respec- 
tively. Meanwhile the market 
shares of Vaux^tati^andRover 
both slipped back slightly. 

The due figures“fdr Ford 
follow a bad month in January 
and mean that in foe first two 
months of 1997 foe company's 
overall market share has fallen 
to less than 183 per cent. Last 
year Ford dropped below 20 per 
cent of foe Brrtish market for 
foe first time for decades while 
its European operations sank 
into losses of £280m, with the 
UK blamed as one of foe main 
drains on cash. The poor show- 
ing for foe Escort mil come as 
a blow to workers at Ford’s 
Hale wood plant on Mersey- 
side, which manufactures foe 
model, where 1300 job losses 
have been announced. 


Railtrack and freight lobby clash over £l(ibn plan 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


RaiUrack’s spending plans have 
come under attack from freight 
operators who describe the 
commitments as “extremely 
disappointing". 

Despite Rail track's pledge 
to spend more than £4m a day 
for the next 10 years on Britain's 
rail network, freight operators 
were dismayed by the “lack of 
detail" in the company's plans. 

Lord Berkeley, the chairman 
of the Rail Freight Group 
which represents 150 freight op- 
erators, complained in a letter 
to foe Rail Regulator that Rail- 
track’s forecasts gave “little 
technical information and con- 
tained virtually nothing of in- 
terest to the" industry. This 
offers no reassurance that Rail- 
track is planning ahead for 
freight,” 

Opera tors say that Railirack's 
predictions of rail freight 
growth are loo pessimistic. The 
privatised monopoly expects 


traffic to gyow by 2 per cent a 
year. 

This flies in foe face of analy- 
sis by English Welsh & Scottish, 
foe largest rail freight company 
in Britain, which calculates that 
traffic will treble in the next 
decade. The industry lobby also 
points out that foe Channel Tun- 


nel and the ports could add 60 
trains a day to foe West Coast 
line. 

A spokeswoman for Railtrack 
said the company's forecasts 
were a “realistic view of foe rail- 
ways". The company said it was 
planning a large-capacity freight 
route from foe Channel" Tunnel 


to Scotland that, if realised, 
could add lo billion lonnes- 
miles to foe network by 2007. 

freight operators also claim 
that Rail track has failed to pro- 
vide a list of capacity con- 
strained routes. “We arc 
surprised that Railtrack ap- 
pears to be saying that it will 


only identify bottlenecks when 
trains start being delayed," said 
Lord Berkeley. 

The Rail Regulator’s office 
said it had received foe letter but 
would not comment for sever- 
al days. ”We will take these con- ' 
cems into account when we 
publish our response to Rail- 


Unipart buys British Rail’s part business 


Michael Harrison 


The Government last night completed 
the sale of one of the few remaining bits 
of British Rail, selling its parts business, 
Rail part, to the automotive parts group Uni- 
part for an undisclosed sura. 

Based in Doncaster and with a staff of 
270, Raifpart has a turnover of £23 7m sup- 
plying traction and rolling-stock parts for 
passenger and freight trains. It made a 
£9 3m profit in 1995. 

John Neil, Unipart's chief executive, who 
led the company's privatisation from BL in 
the 1980s, pledged to expand RailparTs 
services into the privatised rail industry. 


Rati part supplies and repairs a range of 
parts, from whole power units to brake pads, 
hoses and brushes. Its safe had been due 
to be completed by foe end of last year but 
was held up by haggling over price. 

The dead, financed by Royal Bank of 
Scotland and the Intermediate Capital 
Group, is Unipart's second foray into foe 
privatised rail industry. 

Earlier this year it backed the manage- 
ment buyout of National Railway Supplies 
(NRS), which services, repairs and dis- 
tributes products such as signalling and 
telecommunications equipment. NRS also 
runs the BR memorabilia shop next to 
Euston station in London. 


“Rati pan will be a discrete operation able 
to draw on foe pool of Unipart group exper- 
ience and competencies to bring increas- 
ingly high levels of service to customers," 
Mr Neil said . He added that together with 
NRS, Uniparl believed it could bring sub- 
stantial benefits to foe rail industry. 

John Clayton, the former directorof Uni- 
part’s jaguar and London Taxis Internat- 
ional business, has been appointed 
managing director of Railpart 
The Railpart deal virtually completes foe 
fragmentation and sale of BR into more 
than SO different businesses. Last month 
the Government sold foe last of the 25 pas- 
senger rail franchises. 


track's proposals," said a 
spokesman. 

The freight industry is un- 
likely to be satisfied with any- 
thing but a severe reappraisal 
of the £16bn spending plans. “It 
is clear foal Rail track’s view on 
freight investment is that, if any- 
one wants it, foe Government 
or foe customer must pay for 
most if not ail of the costs," 
wrote Lord Berkeley. 

This is not foe first time foe 
freight lobby and RailLrack 
have clashed. In November last 
year the industry accused foe 
track and signalling company of 
biking up by 300 per cent foe 
costs of the innovative “piggy- 
back" project, designed to car- 
ry lorry units on foe railways. 

Railtrack also faces critidsn 
from operators using track and 
signalling outside Euston station 
in London. Last year, foe com- 
pany was given 12 months to 
improve trade conditions after 
a deratimenL Raikrack failed to 


Energy Group 
set for $l00m 
US takeover 


Michael Harrison 


meet foe deadline and has re- 
ceived a month’s extension. 
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Energy Group, the electricity 
and coal producer demerged 
from Hanson last month, is set 
to make its first significant in- 
vestment, paying up to SlOOm 
(£62m) for a US. power mar- 
keting company. 

The deal, due to be unveiled 
next week, is one of several ac- 
quisitions being examined by the 
group, which consists of foe re- 
gional electricity company East- 
ern and Peabody of foe US, the 
world's largest coal producer. 

The US company that East- 
ern is taking over is based in 
Boston and acts as a wholesaler 
of electricity, matching gener- 
ators with buyers of power. 
The deal has been constructed 
as an earn-out, allowing the 
company’s current .owners to 
maximise their profits from the 
sale. Energy Group’s initial 
outlay is expected to be about ’ 
$60m but this could rise to as 
much as SlOOm depending on 
foefmancial prafonnanGeof the 
business in future years. 

_ When Energy Group out- 
lined its strategy following the 
demerger, it said a number of 
its investments could prove to 
be “significant", raising fears 
among investors that it was 
about to sixain its balance sheet 
by embarking on a spending 
spree in the US. 

But Derek Bonham, Energy 
Group’s executive diairman, 
was quick to reassure investors 
that ft was only, planning 
smaller-scale acquisitions in 
the US. 

In foe. UK, Eastern, headed 
by John Devaney, chief execu- 


tive, is also looking at buying 
further generating capacity. As 
well as being the country’s 
biggest regional electricity com- 
pany, with 3 million customers, 
it is also foe fourth biggest 
electricity generator with about 
10 per cent of total capacity, 
having bought coal-fired power 
stations from National Pbwer 
and PowerGen 

However, Mr Devaney has 
made it dear that the biggest ex- 
pansion is likely to be into the 
liberalised gas market. Eastern 
Natural Gas is already the 
country's second biggest gas 

involved in all three trial areas 
where the domestic gas market 
is being opened .up to compe- 
tition, including Kent and Sus- 
sex where 900,000 households 
wQl be. able to chose foeir sup- 
plier from today. 

In domestic electricity amply. 
Eastern is dkeiy to use its own 
brand name to expand into 
other areas of the country 
rather than linking up with re- 
tailers. such as supermarket 
groups once the marker is 
opened to competition from 
April next year. 

The electricity regulator, 
Stephen Dttiechfld of Offer, has 
announced that competition 
will be phased in over six 
months to give foe industry 
time to bed down the very com- 
plex corapartCT^ein needed to 
enable Britain's 2D mfflipn oon- 
sumerslo shop around . 

The plan is . to begin (rials 
among 2' million households 
next April, building tip to cover 
foe entire country m three fur- 
ther stages^ . . . 
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Labour is not tackling the basic pension problem 


'Harriet Harman and 
her team don't like 
what the Conservatives 
want to do. So what 
does Labour propose 
instead? Leave the 
present system 
unchanged seems to 
be the answer’ 



W e now know what die Conservatives 
plan to do about pensions. The more 
important question, however, is what Labour 
proposes, for unless thereis an extraordinary 
| turna round, they will be forming the next gov~ 
| exAuienL The straight answer, un f or tunate ly, 
j is that Labour doesn’t yet know, or at least 
is rather yagute about it, the excuse being that 
' any pensions policy will be such a long-term 
thing that cross-party consensus should first 
be built around any proposed reform. 

Actually, this B so much stuff and nonsense, 
for pensions and other forms of social secu- 
rity must be one of the few remaining areas 
of public policy where it should be possible 
stiB to see clear Hue water between the two 
main parties. Hardly anything separates 
them on the economy, no one disagrees much 
about law. and order, both are c ommitt ed to 
the National Health Service and on Europe 
Labour is as divided as the Conservatives 
(though better at keeping quiet about it). Are 
we all going to agree about pensions too? . 

Tb be fair on Harriet Harman and her 
team, they are at -least clear on one thing; 
they don’t like what the Conservatives want 
to do. So what does Labour propose instead? 

to be the answer. This actually isoV such a 
bad approach as it might seem, for it is a 
myth that we cannot afford the present 
arrangements. The fact of the matter is that 
the level of benefit they promise is so mean 
that even on present demographic trends, 
they are easSy affordable. Furthermore, the 


transition to Mr lilley’s funded basic state 
| pension brings with it a high medium-term 
, cost, which will mean higher taxes or greater 
I .public borrowing for a generation or more. 

: The eventual savings claimed by Mr LiUey 
are also questionable. 

I . None the less, at least the Conservatives 
are trying to address the problem of bow to 
provide a decent basic pension for all; 

I Labour is not. There is. however, a basic 
flaw in Mr Ulley’s plans, which is that 
although they promise an eventual level of 
benefit three-times higher than the present 
state pension, it is still not enough to live on. 

As argued here yesterday, the obvious 
solution is to abolish the state pension for 
newcomers to the jobs market altogether 
and introduce a larger element of compul- 
sory saving than exists through present 
National Insurance arrangements. In a 
sense, this is only a more radical version of 
what Mr Lflley is already proposing, with the 
added advantage that it carries no cost to the 
present generation of tax payers. 

The soqy of it is that Labour would actu- 
ally find such an approach politically easier 
to sell to the electorate than the Conservatives. 

Our perception and 
reality gap with Japan 

F or the past two weeks Britain’s man in 
Japan, Sir David Wight, has been pound- 
ing the rubber chicken circuit, persuading 


businesses here to export more over there. 
With the Japanese economy still barely off 
the canvas and sterling having appreciated 
by 20 per cent against the yen since last 
August, the Ambassador has picked a chal- 
lenging moment to spread the gospel. 

To be fair, things are moving in the right 
direction. Opportunity Japan. Priority Japan 
and now the Government's latest snazzy cam- 
paign, Action Japan, have tripled our exports 
since 1987 to £4 Jbn and the target for next 
year is £5 bn. Unfortunately, imports have 
risen too - due in part, irorutrally, to the vast 
amounts of capital equipment the Japanese 
have hauled over here so they can manu- 
facture locally and hence curb their yawning 
trade surplus.' The net result is that the deficit 
in goods remains stubbornly high. 

What can be done to rectify this? Sir 
David, an energetic fellow and an old 
Japan hand, reckons that to close the trade 
gap we need Gist to close the gap between 
perception and reality. Outside the Euro- 
pean Union and the US, Japan is our 
biggest export market and it is not just 
because of their liking for Scotch and 
Burberry coats. Two thirds of all our exports 
are in diis trial goods. 

And yet a widespread assumption remains 
that Japan is a closed market. Increasingly, 
this is no longer the case. It may be unfam- 
iliar. distant, expensive and time-consuming 
to penetrate but it is opening up in asset 
management, insurance and telecoms to 
name but a few. Japan is even scrapping its 


discriminatory taxes on Scotch, while the 
flow of inward investment here in cais and 
electronics is providing a channel for goods 
to travel in the otherdirection. 

Of course, there is an even bigger job to 
be done in Japan where the temptation must 
remain to engineer recovery, not through lib- 
eralisation of the domestic market but by 
using the weak yen to fuel an export boom. 
Sir David can do little about that but as he 
Dies back to Tokyo he can console himself 
that at least one or two misconceptions have 
been put straight over here. 

Germany would not 
allow Italy leeway 

S o Germany may meet the Maastricht cri- 
teria after all. The latest, betler-tban- 
expected, German jobless figures have 
nmed hopes that EMU is back on course 
after a prolonged bout of nerves. 

But EMU watchers who hang on every 
move in German statistics are missing the 
point. Germany’s performance relative to 
the Maastricht criteria is far less important 
to the prognosis for a single currency than 
the gap between the Germ an and Italian 
economies. 

Even with the latest figures taken into 
account, Germany will have difficulty meet- 
ing the Maastricht criteria on borrowing and 
debt. Admittedly, unemployment seems to 
have peaked, growth in the last quarter of 


1996 wasn’t as bad as expected, and new 
orders have bounced upwards strongly - par- 
ticularly for exports. Nevertheless, there are 
still 4.3 million people out of work, squeez- 
ing tax revenues and pushing up the public 
spending bill. 

Bui government determination, spending 
cuts, tax increases or simply a few account- 
ing tricks, could bring German borrowing 
very close to the 3 per cent borrowing 
criterion. In which case, a liberal interpre- 
tation of Maastricht - a fudge if you like - 
could allow Germany to form the anchor of 
a single currency in 1999 after all. 

But there's the rub. A little bit of fudge 
is fine when only Germany is involved. 
Decades of respectability, prudent public 
finances and hawkish monetary history still 
count for something. No one seriously 
doubts Germany's ability to cope with the 
strict monetary discipline of a European 
Central Bank. 

But what if a fudge for Germany lets the 
Italians in too? So long as it is still possible 
to keep the Italians out, the German public 
might be persuaded to swallow a Maastricht 
fudge. But if leeway for Germany is wide 
enough to let Italy in too. then the German 
public could yet reject the entire project. If 
German borrowing is 3.1 per cent this year, 
but Italian government borrowing hits 4 per 
cent, then expect a narrow-based EMU in 
1999. But if German borrowing hits 3.2 per 
cent, while Italian borrowing squeezes in at 
3.5 per cent, then there could be trouble. 


Retail: Results soar at profit-sharing group ■ Up-market furniture stores come to market ■ Sales lower than expected, says CBI 


Bumper bonuses for John Lewis staff 


HBgei Cope 

The 36,000 staff at the John 
Lewis Partnership will receive 
bonuses worth 10 weeks pay 
after the department store and 
Waitrose supermarket retailer 
reported record profits. 

The payouts are worth 20 per 
rent or salary and are the high- 
est paid by the group since 
198S-89, the last year of the 
1980s consumer boom. 

The bumper bonuses are the 
result of a hugely successful 
19% at John Lewis, where prof- 
its soared by 45 per cent to 

HeaFs 
to raise 
£12m in 
float 

' Nigel Cope 

Heals, the upmarket home 
furnishings retailer, will raise 
£12m from its stock market 
flotation later this month, 
though it will only receive 
£I.75m of new money. 

Around £8m of the funds will 
go to repay in full the invest- 
ment of NatWest Ventures, 
while five managers Jed by 
Colin Pilgrim, chief executive of 
Heals, are selling shares worth 
£1 Jm. Mr Pilgrim led the man- 
agement buyout of HeaTs from 
Storehouse in 1990, 

Heal's pathfinder prospectus, 
published yesterday, showed 
that the retailer achieved 
operating profits of £1 5m m the 
20 weeks to 1 February. Like- 
Far- like sales were 16 per cent 
ahead of the same period last 
year with the winter sale die 

"l most successful since the man- 
' agement buyouL 


£2l7m. Sales at the 23 depart- 
ment stores were 13 per cent 
ahead whOe those at Vfcitrose 
were II per cent higher. 

Stuart Hampson, chairman, 
who will be paid the same per- 
centage bonus as everyone else, 
said he was delighted at the per- 
formance but warned against 
over-optunism. 

“The growth in our sales and 
profits should not be interpret- 
ed as a proof that an Eighties- 
style consumer boom is upon 
us,” he said. ‘Although there is 
clear evidence that there is 
more money m the pocket, it is 


being spent with caution and 
with a particular eye for value." 

He said furnishings sales had 
been particularly strong, 
boosted by the recovering hous- 
ing market, while Wiitrose had 
done well in an increasingly 
competitive food. retail sector. 

Mr Hampson singled out the 
John Lewis ownership structure 
as a mainstay of its consistent 
performance. “Our results show 
the benefits of a business that 
shares its profits with its staff. 
1 can sit up here on the 12th 
floor having good Ideas but if a 
salesperson is snapping at a cus- 


tomer on the sales floor then 
your reputation has gone. That 
extra bit of care makes all the 
difference.” 

He added: “It is one of the 
reason I am so cross with the 
Chancellor about the phasing 
out of tax relief on profit-related 
pay. He is undermining some- 
thing that is a route to com- 
petitiveness.” 

Analysts say that as well as its 
reassuring “Never knowingly 
undersold” price promise and 
its huge range of choice - there 
are 1,000 types of zip and 2,000 
types of button on offer - the 


partnership structure has always 
underpinned John Lewis's 
smooth progress. 

Every member is given an in- 
duction course on the structure 
of the company upon joining. 
All stores open half an hour 
later one day each week so that 
staff can hold “communica- 
tions meetings” where problems 
and ideas are discussed. 

Each store elects represen- 
tatives to the branch council 
which is kept informed of all fi- 
nancial affairs. The council 
meets six rimes a year with 80 
per cent of the 137 seats taken 


by staff representatives and the 
rest by senior management. 

The result, experts say, is 
better customer service and 
greater loyalty. Almost a third 
of John Lewis staff have worked 
for the group for more than 10 
years. Over 3,000 - almost 10 
per cent - have put in over 20 
years service. 

John Lewis sales were 12 per 
cent higher last year at £3.2bn. 
The results were boosted by the 
first full year of the Cheadle 
store in Cheshire. It is due to 
open branches in Glasgow and 
Bluewater in Kent in 1999. 









Furnishing a flotation: John Davis, Hoars merchandising director, Colin Pilgrim, chief executive, and Paul Clark, finance directin' 



£1.8m on sales of £19 Aol HeaTs 
has three stores, on London’s 
Tottenham Court Road and 
King's Road, and in Guildford, 
Surrey. The company plans to 


use the float proceeds to invest 
m its existing stores and devel- 
op a larger portfolio. 

Customer footfall has in- 
creased by 26 per cent since 
1991 to I million. Sales per 


square foot have increased by 
52 per cent to £354. 

Heal's plans to develop more 
stores in affluent shopping areas 
of Britain, focusing on metro- 
politan centres such as Glasgow, 


Dublin and Manchester. It will 
also open slightly smaller 
branches of 12,000 square feet 
in provincial towns. The com- 
pany declined to give a time- 
scale of possible openings. 


Heals’ was founded in 1810 
and has operated from its cur- 
rent Tottenham Court Road 
site since 1840. It was acquired 
by Habitat m 1983. The Guild- 
ford store opened in 1971 and 


the King's Road branch in 1995. 
The group has a distribution 
centre in Edmonton with adja- 
cent workshops for the manu- 
facture of Heal’s beds, still one 
of the group’s best selling lines. 


Officials get blame for 
Littlechild price turmoil 


Parsons disposal knocks 
Rolls-Royce into the red 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Treasury civil servants were at- 
tacked yesterday by ■ Commons 
committee over their role in the 
controversv surrounding the 
review of electricity price con- 
trols two years ago which 
knocked billions of pounds off 
share prices and outraged in- 
vestors. . 

However, the long-awaited 
report by the Commons Public 
Accounts Committee largely 
exonerated the role of Gov- 
ernment ministers mlhe affair, 
instead blaming their officials 
for failing to tell them that the 
electricity regulator. Professor 
Stephen Littlechild. was fr- 
iending to look ag ain at price 
controls affecting regional pow- 
er suppliers. 


. riuicwi . 

| investors m Match 1995 when 

_ Iwamuntwred that he would tm- 

? dertake a second review of uw 
• price r^mc«foBowiBg a1tios m 
that the mice controls imposed 
. the previews year had been far 
, loo lenient. 


The regulator’s announce- 
ment came just after the Gov- 
ernment completed the £4bn 
sale of the first instalment of 
shares in its rem a i n in g stake in 
the two electricity generators. 
National Power and Power- 
Gen. News of the price review 
plunged the markets into tur- 
moil. knocking £3 .5bn off elec- 
tricity share prices and leaving 
institutional investors with huge 
paper losses. 

Furious ministers claimed 
Professor Littlechild had misled 
item over the riming of the 
price review announcement. 
Senior minis terial sources ad- 
mined they had prior Jmowledge 
of the review, but bad no idea 
it would be announced so soon 
after the share offer. 

The Public Accounts Com- 
mittee said yesterday that Trea- 
sure officials had known about 
the possOnfity of a review of the 

■ fnlml fnslpft 
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be&ve the issue was relevant to 
the generators’ offer. . . 

The report said the Gom- 
nriuee regretted Thai mfrristers 


were not consulted further be- 
fore the final decision was tak- 
en by Treasury officials to 
proceed with the sale”. 

However the Committee 
stopped short of calling for 
changes to the rule that regu- 
lators of privatised utilities 
should not make price-sensitive 
anno uncements during share of- 
fexs.Big Qty investors were con- 
cerned during the share sales 
that Professor Littlechild had in- 
formed the Government of his 
intentions just one working day 
after the closing deadline for 
riiare applications. 

The Treasury had argued in 
evidence to the Committee that 
it “could not have been antici- 
pated" that the financial mar- 
kets would interpret that 
Professor Littlechild’s move, 
which affected regional elec- 
tricity' companies, would have 
any knock-on impact on gen- 
eratmg companies which are not 
subject to. the same price con- 
trols. 

sury of^cials^t^ “learned 
lessons from previous sales”. 


Michael Harrison 
mid Chris God sma rk 

The aero-engine manufacturer 
Rolls-Royce yesterday said it ex- 
pected to complete the dispos- 
al of its Parsons steam turbine 
business in a matter of weeks as 
it plunged into the red because 
of heavy losses in the division. 

Exceptional charges of £263m 
to cover Rolls* withdrawal from 
the large steam power genera- 
tion business turned a £175m 
pre-tax profit in 199S into a 
£28m loss for last year. The tur- 
bine division, which employs 
2,000 at the Parsons plant in 
Newcastle and International 
Combustion Limited in Derby, 
was put up for sale last summer 
and has attracted interest from 
Siemens of Germany and Gen- 
eral Electric of the US. 

“There has been a good lev- 
el of interest in the businesses 
and we are in discussions with 
various parries,” said John 
Rose, Rolls chief executive. “I 
am sure we will end up with a 
solution for both businesses 
but we are some weeks away.” 


However the talks have be- 
come bogged down over price. 
Industry sources suggested that 
bidders had been concerned aL 
Parsons’ declining order book. 
Rolls-Royce recently pulled out 
of bidding for a huge power sta- 
tion contract in" India as it 
winds down Parsons' opera- 
tions. 

The original internal deadline 
for the sale bad been the end of 
February. Siemens is believed to 



John Rose: In discussions 
with Siemens and GE 


have indicated to Rolls-Royce in 
January that it might be pre- 
pared to pay around £30m for 
Parsons. Mr Rose said that ob- 
taining the best result for share- 
holders was Rolls’ paramount 
concern but it also wanted to dis- 
pose of the businesses in such 
a way as to maximise employ- 
ment prospects. 

Leaving aside the businesses 
being disposed of. Rolls in- 
creased operating profits by a 
third to £242m, helped by in- 
creased demand for engines 
from civil airlines and a full year’s 
oontributkn from its US mflitary 
engines business, Allison. 

Mr Rose said Rolls expected 
to increase civil engine deliv- 
eries from 400 last year to 450 
this year, increase the workload 
at its Derby and Bristol facto- 
ries by 30 per cent and take on 
about 400 staff. 

The group’s order book 
stands at £7bn and it is work- 
ing with G£ and Pratt and 
Whitney on engines for the US 
Joint Strike Fighter, a pro- 
gramme which could eventual- 
ly be worth Sl50bn (£93bnj. 




High street 
stays subdued 
in February 


Yvette Cooper 

Shopping was subdued last 
month, according to the latest 
survey from the UK's leading 
employers’ association. The 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry’s monthly Distributive 
Hades Survey showed retailers 
reporting lower sales than ex- 
pected in February, with only a 
few sectors experiencing strong 
growth. Companies have also 
revised their price expectations 
downwards. 

The survey showed that 47 per 
cent of retailers reported high- 
er sales in February 1997 than in 
February 1996. Some 23 per 
cent of companies said monthly 
sales were lower than a year ago. 
leaving a positive balance of 24 
per cent. The balance has fallen 
to its lowest level since Novem- 
ber 1 995. and is lower than com- 
panies had expected last month. 

Dhaishini David of HSBC 
Markets said: “On the face of 
iu these figures suggest that re- 
tail sales will be subdued in Feb- 
ruary; in no way are we seeing 
consumer activity spiralling out 
of control.” 

Orders are even more sub- 
dued, according to the survey, 
with only 33 per cent of retail- 
ers reporting higher orders than 


a year ago. and 24 per cent re- 
porting lower orders, leaving a 
positive balance of only 9 per 
cent - considerably lower than 
during the last few months. 

However, the results look 
gloomy in part because sales 
and orders were so strong a year 
ago. Kevin Adams of BZW 
said: “In February I99n. retail- 
ers fell pretty good about things. 
The first wave of maturing 
Tessas boosted sales, and offi- 
cial statistics showed that vol- 
umes rose by 1 . 1 per cent in the 
month. This February was nev- 
er going to be as good “ 

Price pressures are particu- 
larly subdued. The balance ex- 
pecting price increases fell to 33 
per cent in February compared 
to 51 per cent last October. 
.Alast air Epcron. chairman of 
the CBI’s Distributive Trades 
Surv ey panel said: “Price com- 
petition continues to be in- 
tense with retailers reporting the 
smallest annual increases in 
prices since August 1 Q 95.'' 

Wholesalers' sales volumes 
rose in February by more than 
expected. Booksellers and sta- 
tioners grocers, confectioners, 
chemists and furniture and car- 
pel retailers all saw market 
growth in sales compared to a 
year ago. 
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FTSE 100 

4399.3 +39 .2 

FTSE 250 

4707.5 +28 
FTSE 350 

2174.6 +18 
SEAQ VOLUME 
885 . 4 m shares, 
56,944 bargains 
Gilts Index 
n/a 


Greenspan’s comments push Footsie to another high 
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The FTSE 100 just failed to 
cling on to the -MOO mark but 
still managed to close al a 
record high for the third day 
in a row. up 392 at 4399 - 3 . The 
second and third-line indices 
also scaled new peaks. 

m\\ Street again provided 
the main impetus with the 
Dow Jones threatening to 
break back through the 7000 
level m early trade, spurred on 
by comments from Federal 
Reserve chairman AJan 
Greenspan that share prices 
looked fairly valued. 

Although the euphoria was 
somewhat tempered ahead of 
today’s key US jobs data, a gen- 
erally favourable flew/ of results 
also helped sentiment on one 
of the busiest days of the year 
for scheduled company* an- 
nouncements. 

Glaxo Wellcome had an 
eventful session, rebounding 
from early losses as analysts 
took a positive view on pros- 


pects following an upbeat pre- 
sentation from the drugs giant. 
Its shares closed 14 p higher at 
1049 p in a heavy volume of 
24 _3 million shares, making it 
the most active stock. 

Also in demand was Rolls- 
Royce, which topped the lik of 
blue-chip performers after the 
aero-engines group posted its 
fusi dividend increase since the 
da rk da ys of the 1991 recession. 

BTR was up 7 p at 259 . 5 p on 
its results and Mercury Asset 
Management jumped 31 - 5 p to 
1410 p on bid hopes and the 
prospect of benefiting from any 
change to state pensions. 

Ladbroke climbed lip to 
236 p after its full-year results 
came in at the lop end of an- 
alysts' expectations. Apart 
from an encouraging rebound 
in its betting shops, there was 
relief that Ladbroke had yet to 
enter the fray for Capital Cor- 
poration. the owner of Crock- 
fords' casino under siege from 
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London Clubs. Rank, another 
possible bidder for Capital, 
rose 5 . 5 p to 435 . 5 pon a report 
that Michael Green's Carlton 
and Michael Grade's First 
Leisure were poised to mount 
a break-up bid. 

Analysts said such a deal 
would give Carlton, 7 p lower 
at 536 - 5 p, big regulatory prob- 
lems because it would end up 
owning all of the UK video du- 
plication market 

Manchester United scored a 
lOp gain to close at 657 . 5 p as 
investors celebrated the team’s 
4-0 drubbing of FC Rirto in die 
European Cup. 

But an uninspiring 1-1 home 
draw against Blackburn in the 


Premier League dented 
Chelsea's European ambitions 
and sent shares in AIM-listed 
Chelsea Village, the parent 
company, 6 . 5 p lower at 120 p. 
A month ago they were 170 p. 

Dealings in Mosaic Invest- 
ments, the cash-rich vehicle for 
financier David W iliams, were 
suspended at the company's re- 
quest. Mosaic confirmed it 
was in talks to buy Bolton 
Whndereis, leaders of the Na- 
tionwide First Division, after a 
report suggested a £ 25 m deal 
was on the cards. Mosaic's 
shares had risen 5 . 5 p to 5 I. 5 p 
before trading was halted. 

Yet another director has 
bought shares in Emap, up 


2L5p ai 768 L 5 fx Ibis time it was 
none other than Tbm Moloney, 
the chief executive of the con- 
sumer magazines division, who 
was rumoured, inaccurately, to 
be following managing direc- 
tor David Arculus through the 
revolving door. Mr Moloney 
shelled out just over £ 5,000 for 
688 shares on Tuesday. 

Cray used to be a four-let- 
ter word in electronics circles 
until it changed its name to 
nice, anonymou&fiounding An- 
ile. It doesn't take a rocket sci- 
entist to work out why Cray, 
sorry. Anile, wished to draw a 
hoe under a far- from -illustri- 
ous past. A series of profit 
warnings and wholesale board 
changes culminated in a 
£ 19 . 4 m loss last year and the 
shares, over ZOOp in 1994 , hit 
a rock-bottom 27 p. 

But a series of disposals, 
most recently the sale of half 
the communications division, 
means Anite is no longer ex- 


posed to hardware manufac- 
turing -the source of so many 
of its woes. A £ 20 m provision 

has been made to cover surplus 

empty properties bought at 

the top of the market in the late 

FJg h &s. All this has trans- 
formed the balance sheet, 
which now boasts net cash of 
£ 17 m, though shareholders’ 
funds have been as goodas 
wiped oul 

Nevertheless, broker 
Uather& Greenwood reckons 
the shares could reach 95 p in 
two years’ time if forecast 
profits of £14 Jm are hit. . 

Software stocks continued to 
soar on hopes of a business bo- 
nanza from defusing the com- 
puter time-bomb which is 
expected to hit in 2000 . Misys 
surged 40 p to 1290 p, Logfca 
advanced 27 Jp to 104 Z 5 p, 
and Micro R>cus put on : an- 
other 60 p at 121 Z 5 while Par- 
ity, which reported figures this 
week, gained lDp to 507 fip, 


[jAkeover talks between En- 
terprise Inns and Discovery 
Inns are progressing weB, ac- 
cording to industry soarces. 
They say an agreement is 


shin 




terprise will need to organise' 
a hefty rights issue to fund 
the £ 50 m-plns deaL Shares in 


at 26 &p, valuing the pub 

chain at £l 26 m. Discovery 

pulled its flotation in Decem- 
ber doe to adverse market 
conditions. . . . 


[JOver 17 million sh ares 
fhanggd hands inWg^us, 

(L 5 p firmer at 10 . 5 p, as the 
property group presen ted i ts 
case for baying entertainment 
outfit Tomorrow’s Leisure to 
institutions: The volume was 
the biggest seen outside the . 
FTSE 200 index. Wiggins has 
made an agreed £ 16.5 ai offer 
for the 75 per cent of the 
shares it does not already ovm. 
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-related charge takes 
off Royal & Sun profits 


Jill Hreanor 


Koyai & Suer Alliance’s first set 
of profits figures since last year's 
merger were marred by a £167m 
charge for asbestos and envi- 
ronmental claims in Lbe US. The 
announcement yesterday took 
- the shine off its plans to buy back 

v £350m worth of shares. 

The insurance group also in- 
curred a tegher-than-expected 
cost Of £X)lm for integrating the 
previous Royal life and Sun 
Alliance businesses. Analysts 
had expected a figure closer to 
£175m. the stun the manage- 
ment of Royal & Snn eventually 
expects to achieve in cost 
savings each year once the in- 
tegration is completed. Royal & 
Sun also look a £32m charge to 
compensate for the recent 
strength of sterling. 

Overall, Royal & Sun re- 
ported pre-tax profits before ex- 
ceptional items of£706m, down 
from £915m m 1995. The 1996 
figure includes the cost of the 
asbestos and currency provisions 
but excludes the cost of inte- 
grating businesses. Pre-tax prof- 
it fell to £648*n from £1.03bn. 

However, the group is paying 
a total dividend of 19p per 
share, in line with its forecasts 
when it announced its merger 
late year. 

“We are well on target to 
achieve the objectives we set 
ourselves for the integration pe- 
riod up to the end of 1997,” said 
Roger Iky lor. deputy chairman. 

nut of its plan was to appoint 
a new non-executive chairman 
from outside the group and yes- 
terday it announced that Patrick 
Gillam. chairman of Standard 
Chartered Bank, would take on 
the role. “1 have every confi- 
dence in Mr Gillam, who has ex- 
tensive international experience 



‘On target'; Roger Taylor, deputy chairman of Royal & Sun Alliance (right), and Richard Gamble, chief executive 


in covering a range of busi- 
nesses, particularly in relation 
to financial services, 7 ' Sir 
Christopher Benson, chairman 
of Royal Sun Alliance, stud. 

Royal & Sun has laid off 1500 
of the 5.000 staff it said would 
lose their jobs as a result of the 
merger. The insurance group 
said most of the remaining staff 
now knew their fate and many 
of those lined op for redundancy 
were in management positions 


who still had roles to play 
during the integration phases. 

“The integration is pro- 
gressing very well indeed, 
especially oo the staffing front. 
The staff know now where they 
stand and the important thing 
is that we’re continuing to 
retain business," said Richard 
Gamble, chief executive of 
Royal & Sun. 

Its decision to take a £167m 
charge as a result of changes in 


reserving practices for US 
asbestos and environmental 
liabilities follows a similar move 
by Eagle Star, a unit of BAT. to 
take a £l 60m provision to cover 
the likely cost of old pollution 
claims. 

Royal & Sun said it was 
taking the charge because the 
methodology of calculating 
these asbestos and environ- 
ment liabilities had improved. 
Of the £167m charge, £117ra is 


related to the old Royal Insur- 
ance subsidiary in the US. 

Overall, unproved profits in 
its Canadian and Scandinavian 
businesses were offset by a re- 
duction in profits in other areas. 

In the UK profits in its gen- 
eral business fell to £326m from 
£453m, as a result of an increase 
in the frequency and average 
cost of personal lines claims and 
the continuing intensity of com- 
petition, Mr Gamble said. 


In Brief 


12 per cent switch from British Gas 

More than 112,000 households have signed up to switch from 
British Gas in the latest phase of domestic competition trials, which 
start today in Kent and Sussex. The advanced orders mean 12 

E er cent of customers have moved from British Gas out of 900.000 
ouseholds taking part, making this by far the most successful 
start in a trial area. In the South-west of England about 6 per 
cent of customers signed up to switch in advance. But two inde- 
pendent suppliers yesterday both claimed to have won the most 
customers. ScotushPbwer said it had 50,000 households, while 
Beacon, a joint venture invoking the local electricity company. 
See board, insisted it was the biggest independent .with 40,000 
customers. Across all the trial areas almost 350.000 homes have 
switched out of 2 million taking part. 

Barlow move boosts Bibby shares 

Shares in J Bibby rocketed from I38.5p to IS15p on an an- 
nouncement that Barlow was looking to buy the outstanding 21.1 
per cent of the diversified industrials group it does not already own. 
Ai yesterday's closing price. Bibby has a stock market value of £284m. 

Aijo Wiggins forecasts upgraded 

Analysts were upgrading forecasts for Arjo Wiggins Appleton yes- 
terday after the Anglo-French paper and packaging group turned 
in 1 9<k> figures ahead of expectations. Underlying profits before 
exceptionals dipped from £207m to £144m in the 12 months to 
December after two years of declining pulp prices. But manage- 
ment, led by PhiUippe Beylkr since his appointment as chief 
executive on Wednesday, won praise from the City in cunipg work- 
ing capital by OUm last year. “The management’s actions are 
bearing fruit ... we think we have left our worst days behind,” Mr 
Bey tier said. Arjo warned that another 6 per cent of its employ- 
ees would be col this year as part of plans to save £5 Dm by 1998. 

Hillsdown holds on to Fairview 

HiJJsdown Holdings, the food to furniture, yesterday ruled out 
the sale of its non-food interests, despite City pressure to divest 
the Fairview New Homes housebuilding operation. George 
Greener, who took over as chief executive last year, said there 
were no plans to sell Fairview, which bad demonstrated that it 
was not affected by the evdkatity of the housing market Following 
a review, Mr Greener has identified businesses In strong market 
positions and those which are less strong, but he said the group 
aimed to manage the entire range using economic value measures 
as a yardstick to improve performance. The comments followed 
news of a Jft.5 percent increase in pre-tax profits to £15 lm for 
last year despite the continuing adverse impact of mad cow disease. 

Tourists return to Le Shuttle 

Eurotunnel said Le Shuttle carried 40381 more tourist vehicles 
in February than in January, an increase of almost 49 per cent 
The total was also 55 per cent higher than in February 199b. Des- 
pite reduced capacity because of las* year’s fire, Le Shuttle Tourist 
Ire recovered SO per cent of the market share achieved last Oct- 
ober. Through-train traffic is also increasing, with Eurostar upby 
t] percent compared with February 1996 and by 27 percent com- 
pared with January 1997. and rail freight up 15 per cent compared 
with February 1996 and IS per cent compared with January 1997. 

Telewest to use canal network 

Telewesi Communications has signed a 20-year contract to lease 
cable infrastructure using Fibrevray^UK canal networic between 
London. Woking. Birmingham. Steffield, Leeds and Vfemngton. 
Ftbrewav. which is part of GPX is buDding a i nation-wide s optical- 
fibre link along canals in the UK m coUs&oration with British 
Waterwavs, which maintains 2,000 miles of canals. Bunding will 
start this month and completion is expected early next year. 


KBS puts £ 150 m into 
mezzanine financing 


J3i Ibeanor 

Banking Correspondent 


r~ Company Results 


ttanwverE 

Pre-tax E 

EPS 

Dividend 

•noWwmin 

3 6M l3.66s| 

tS4n i7££>m 

T&2jJ(£3p) 


BTHPH 

543Pf<3TB5n| 


mTppfiw 



iftpilSW-) 


tirptiMpl 

aepispi . 

OaUMfll 

65k: ..filin' 

C=2m 

QS9p<D.32p> 

0.5p (Dip) 

saw (n 

23K) !205*i) 

aanfiSJnj 

Kp(S39« 

2&5p(Wp; 

OmfsfeSCMMlF] 

S in '7 ray 

aseopism} strpiHwjn 

34ppOW 

MkjsEbo Cmrtrj.^1 fR 

-f' 

33£n(3E3ifii 

B4ZP1-Z.16W 

2otoq 

ffifefiawi Kttttf] 

32ar.fi an- 

129m retail 

tasp f-aap) 

SjftiQm . 

1 0p (9 ip) 

Z5gPs>) 

RodelaM (F) 
LaftnkelF) 

1 tOaatfl 

2 sac turn 
ttimpoanj 

S9£RP?M) 

1.62= 

TnMpf7*J«rt 

7 68015.8ft!) 

21.1pi29.5mJ 

3flp{3.4« 

isptnajj) 

More &ro» fB 

Dceaa GraptF) 
PrecMckWaiin 

iWr.-WWl 

ElSffliaZ.SEf 

2fl.2ptftJ.4W 

1 

15 2p (R33pj 

a xpm 


3SS3 U» 

ISSSb j-D-TOr 

aSIpl-OBftn 


(ft ■ tel ft? - W®*” 

TO • 235 vee s More eaxfieo& 




Royal Bank of Scotland is 
putting £l5(hn into a new 
business that wfli offer mezza- 
nine financing, often used to 
fond management buyouts and 
buy-ins. 

Leith Robertson, managing 
director of RBS Mezzanine, 
the new venture, said the bank 
would consider bringing part- 
ners into the project but said it 
was “not reaDy" in talks with any 
interested parties. 

Mr Robertson, who has run 
the bank's acquisition finance 
unit since 1993, intends to 
recruit two executive directors 
for RBS Mezzanine and up to 
three support staff. 


“The Royal Bank has a 
successful history of growing 
new businesses to meet specific 
market needs and, knowing 
the debt market as we do, we 
have identified a demand for 
these types of specialist prod- 
ucts in deals of £20m or more,” 
he said. 

Mezzanine finance is used to 
plug the gap between tradi- 
tional debt or equity funding. 
It is more leveraged than debt 
and usually makes up only a 
small proportion of any deal. A 
management buyout worth 
£100m would typically com- 
prise £5 Dm of debt and £40m 
of equity with the remaining 
£10m coming from mezzanine 
finance. 

“Mezzanine, in its broadest 


sense, has become an increas- 
ingly used tool since the advent 
of leveraged acquisitions in 
the late Eighties, hut our 
announcement marks an ex- 
pansion in the range of debt 
products available to our 
customers.” Mr Robertson said. 
He expects the mezzanine 
loans to be of a duration of 
eight to 10 years. 

RBS will compete for 
business with established 
providers of mezzanine finance 
such as Intermediate Capital 
Group, which last year noted 
that as banks were becoming 
increasingly cash-rich they were 
more wilting to lend more 
traditional forms of debt in 
place of what might have been 
mezzanine finance. 


House sales record for Hambro 


131 Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

Hambro Countrywide an- 
nounced yesterday that it sold 
more houses in February than 
at any time during the height of 
the 1980s property boom. 

The announcement accom- 
panied results showing that the 
company made a record £303m 
of taxable profits in 1996, a stark 
contrast to the £3.9m of losses 
incurred the previous year and 
23 percent higher than the old 
record of £25m set in 1987. 

Hany HSU, managing director 
of Hambro Countrywide, said 
the group sold 12,000 houses in 


February, 26 per cent more 
than the same month in 1996. 

“March started extraordin- 
arily well too," he said, painting 
a bullish outlook for this year. 

Hambro Countrywide. 52 per 
cent owned by merchant bank 
Harabros, yesterday made its 
first push into the buoyant Lon- 
don housing market by buying 
Farou Sutaria, an estate agency 
and Jetting business, for £7.45 m. 

The deal had been struck 
after just six weeks after a 
“chance” meeting, Mr Hill said. 
Faron Sutaria would open four 
more offices across London 
this year with a further five or 
six the following year, he said. 


He also hinted at further ac- 
quisitions. particularly of lettings 
businesses thai can provide 
Steadier income streams than 
estate agencies. However, he 
said Hambro Countrywide was 
talking to any potential targets. 

Mr Hill said Hambro had 
“pinched other people's busi- 
ness' 1 last year as its businesses 
increased by 28 per cent aim- 
pared with a 9 per ccni rate of 
increase across the UK housing 
market generally. 

its mortgage advisers and fi- 
nancial products consultants 
based in estate agents sold a 
record 25,729 mortgages, a rise 
of 72 per cent on 1995. 
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Glaxo can adapt 
to life without its 
wonder-drug 


Glaxo Wellcome, easily the 
UK's leading drugs group 
since the 1995 merger with 
Wellcome, was doing its best 
yesterday to reassure investors 
that the world does noi end 
with Zantac. The basic US 
patent for the anti-ulcer won- 
der drug, which propelled 
Glaxo's phenomenal growth in 
the 1980s. expires in July. 

On what Sir Richard Sykes, 
chief executive, sees as a worst- 
case outlook, that could result 
in sales of its best-selling drug 
collapsing by up to SO per cent 
in Lbe following 12 months, 
equivalent to nearly a fifth of 
last year's turnover for Lhe 
whole group. 

But, as Sir Richard was at 
pains to point outi competition 
from rival drugs and the dilu- 
tive effect of adding the Well- 
come portfolio has been 
steadily reducing lhe impor- 
tance to the group of Zantac. 
Competition shaved £324m 
from the drug's sales last year, 
leaving them at £1.93bn." rep- 
resenting just 23 per cent of the 
total, down from a half at the 
beginning of the decade. 

Total sales of new products 
launched since then, such as 
Imigran for migraine and 
Epivir for Aids, have overtaken 
Zantac and will eventually 
take up the running But de- 
spite the 50 per cent growth 
rate chalked up by the new 
products in 1996, the decline 
of Zantac will continue to be 
the main feature of Glare's re- 
sults for the next two years. 

So while Sir Richard's aim 
of producing low single-digit 
sales growth and at least main- 
tained earnings looked unin- 
spiring at first sight, in fact it 
should give some reassurance 
to bears who bad been fore- 
casting earnings declines up to 
the end of the century. There 
is, of course, plenty that can go 
wrong for Glaxo between now 
and then. 

Currency and the speed and 
extent of generic competition 
to Zantac will be crucial. 
Meanwhile, the group is warn- 
ing that Iasi year's chunky 
margins, up from an underly- 
ing 33.1 to 37.5 per cent on the 
back of Wellcome rationalisa- 
tion, will fall two points as the 
marketing push behind new 
products is stepped up. 

Even so. sentiment was mov- 
ing in Glaxo's favour yesterday. 
Integrating Wellcome, which 
delivered £15 Ora of savings last 
year, still has further to go on 
the manufacturing side. But 


what excited analysts was 
Glaxo’s forecast that sales 
growth by 1999 should be back 
in double digits. Last years like- 
for-Iike 6 per cent sales rise be- 
comes 14 per cent when Zamac 
is stripped out. As Zantac be- 
comes (css important and an- 
other 20 products are bunched 
between now and 2000, that un- 
derlying figure should assume 
greater importance. 

So, even if this year's prof- 
its dip slightly to £2.84hn, the 
shares, up I4p at £10.49 on a 
forward p/e of 19, are proba- 
bly at an unjustified discount 
to rivals like Zeneca and 
SmithKIine Beeeham. Hold. 

BTR is a dog 
without bite 

BTR has proved a real dog of 
on investment over the past 
three years, underperforming 
the FT All Share index by a 
thumping 45 per cent. What the 
City is hoping for is a recovery 
and rerating preempted by the 
streamlining strategy of lan 
Slrachan. who joined as chief 
executive from RTZ last year. 

After ruling out any de- 
merger, his plan is to sell the 
poorly performing operations 
and concentraie on higher- 
margin businesses that have 
market leadership. So far the 
plan is running to schedule, 
with £1.75bn worth of busi- 
nesses sold and lhe £500m 
rump expected to be shifted by 
the end of this year. 

The only problem is that a 


turnaround of this rather bor- 
ing conglomerate is likely to be 
measured in years rather than 
months. Analysts reckon re- 
suscitating BTR is a two to 
three-year task so sharehold- 
ers who have seen their shares 
lose more than a third of their 
value since their peak in 1993 
will have to be patient. 

Yesterday’s full-year results 
show ed the "impact of the prun- 
ing. Pre-tax profits for rbe year 
to December slumped from 
£I.6bn to £6 79m due to£b22m 
of restructuring charges. As 
forecast, the dividend was cut 
to 9.6p from the previous 14.7p. 

The main problem area was 
in the automotive division, 
where profits were 1 1 percent 
down due to start-up costs in 
a North American factory and 
difficult trading conditions in 
Europe. Power drives and 
process control, two areas BTR 
sees as core businesses, showed 
the best profits growth at 9 per 
cent and 1ft per cent respec- 
tively. More disappointing 
were building products, where 
profits crept ahead 2 per cent, 
and the polymers business, 
where returns slumped by 12 
per cent. 

Looking forward, much will 
depend not just on market con- 
ditions but management's abil- 
ity to change the culture of the 
BTR behemoth to one of 
longer-term investment and 
growth. On analysts' forecasts 
of £1.35hn for this year the 
shares, up 7p at 259.5p yes- 
terday. trade on a forward 
rating of 12. Inexpensive but 
unexciting. 


Glaxo Wellcome : At a glance 


Market value-. Etflibn. share price £10.49 


Five year record 

92 

93 

94 

95 * 

95 

ItonowrjEbfl} 

4.10 

4.93 

5.56 

.7M 

834 

Pre-tax profits (£bn) 

1.43 

7.68 

t.84 

251 

2.96 

Earafngs per shve (pence) 

34.3 

39 9 

42.7 

50.3 

56.7 

Dividends per share (pence) 

170 

220 

27.0 

30.0 

34.0 


*12 mwatt s Agues. FYe-Weflcome restn/ctng costs. After changed year end 



More than a pause at Cookson 


Bob Malpas. chairman of 
Cookson, yesterday claimed 
that 1996 was a year of pause 
in the progress towards superi- 
or performance at the industrial 
materials group. A look at the 
figures suggests that is some- 
thing of an understatement. 

Five new businesses were 
acquired and two sold in the 
pursuit of the group's perfor- 
mance target, but operating 
profit still fell 6 per cent to 
£l89m. profit before tax and ex- 
ceptionals was down 8 percent 
to £l66m. whDe exceptional 
items -mainly provisions on dis- 
posals and discontinued activ- 
ities - reduced the final figure 
to just £45 m. 

Even excluding those 
charges, underlying earnings 
dipped a tenth at 17p, while 


gearing jumped from o per cent 
to 35 per cent. In what was once 
a go-go area, electronic mate- 
rials, profits fell by IS percent 
to £65m. reflecting continuing 
excess capacity worldwide in 
the primed circuit board in- 
dustzy and a rundown in stocks 
of chips and semiconductors. 
There was some improvement 
in the second half. 

But Cookson Mali hey 
Ceramics, the joint venture 
with Johnson Maiihev. also 
had a difficult year, while the 
plastics division slipped back- 
wards. more than offsetting the 
improvements from the ad- 
vanced refractories and engi- 
neered products divisions. 

The downturn affected the 
group's main markets across 
the Atlantic, with US profits 


dipping from £ 121m to fl 17m. 
Europe and especially the UK 
though less important, suf- 
fered bigger percentage falls. 

Opera ling profit was about 
£4m below lhe consensus fore- 
cast. Chief executive Richard 
Oter admits that current trad- 
ing conditions will remain un- 
changed for the balance of the 
first half and the size of the re- 
covery he Mill expects in the 
second half depends on a re- 
covery in the electronics in- 
dustry and some weakening in 
the strength of sterling. 

Many analysts were \ ester- 
day starring to shave their 
forecasts for 1997. 

The shores, up 5.5p to 235p 
trade on just 13 times prospec- 
tive earnings, but they remain 
unai tractive for now. 


GKN may have to 
slash profits to pay 
US damages claims 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


GKN, the car components, aero- 
space and pallet .hire group, yes- 
terday warned it could have to 
slash its profits for last year to 
take into account huge da m ages 
claims from a US court action. 

The group has so far resisted 
making a formal charge in its ac- 
counts to reflect the legal claim 
brought by 1,000 garage owners 
who run franchises for its Amer- 
ican car exhaust business, 
Mieneke Discount Muffler 
Shops. They alleged GKN had 
defrauded them by making 
Illegal commission payments to 
its in-house advertising agency. 

Before Christmas a jury in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, 
stunned investors by recom- 
mending that GKN pay dam- 
ages of up to $554ra ( £3 34m), 
though the judge has recently 
indicated be may reduce the fi- 
nal figure tty a third. 


Yesterday GKN reported 
record annual pre-tax profits for 
1 996 of £362.8m, up 13 per cent 
on 1995. However CK Chow, 
the new chief executive, said the 
court was expected to decide 
final damages before the ac- 
counts were signed off on 
4 April. In this case the figure 
would have to come off the 
group's profits, though GKN 
has already pledged to appeal 
against the ruling. 

However he played down the 
importance of the case. “ It's not 
something I expected but that's 
the deck of cards 1 was dealt. 
Our financial resources are so 
strong that it has no material im- 
pact on the overall direction of 
the group" CRN’s net cash pile 
doubled last year to £3 34m. 

Mr Chow, recruited from the 
industrial gases group BOC, 
also said he was exploring 
several expanaon plans, includ- 
ing joint ventures or acquisitions 
at the Westland helicopter busi- 



Expansion plans: CK Chow, chief executive (left) and 
David Turner, finance director, are eyeing acquisitions 


ness. He said there were “rich 
opportunities' to expand the 
£3tt0m annual sales ofWestlarafs 
aerospace components division. 
Aerospace profits rose from 
£b5m to £85m last year. 

He said GKN was also eyeing 
further investment opportip'ties 
in emerging markets in Asia and 
Suuth America. The group 


intent £96m last year on acqui- 
sitions and invested £ 135m. with 
similar capital spending likely 
this year. 

The strategic review under 
Mr Chow, which GKN said 
would emphasise “entrepre- 
neurship," boosted the compa- 
ny's shares. They ended I85p 
higher at 974p.’ 
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Ladbroke may trump casino bid 


Clifford German 


Peter George. Ladbrokes chief 

executive, is "watching carefully" 

the progress of the bid by Lon- 
don Clubs for Capita] Corpora- 
tion. owner of Crockiords 
casino. He left little doubt that 
Ladbroke could easily trump 
London Clubs' £80m bid. point- 
ing out that the company had 
i’SOOm worth of long-term bor- 
rowing power in reserve. 

Analysts said that Ladbroke s 
share price, which rose Up to 
236p yesterday, was strong 
enough to mount an all-paper 
offer or even justify a rights issue 
to fund a deal. 

Bui the exceptional costs of 
closing the property division, 
settling the long-running rent dis- 


pute over the Paris Hilton, 
repaying to Sainsbtuy s the £ Wm 
it was judged to have overpaid 
for Texas Homeeare in 1995, and 
sundry other outstanding items 
have obscured a strong profit re- 
covery in the hotels and betting 
shops businesses. 

After allowing for a swing 
from exceptional profits of 
£23m in 1995 to exceptional 
costs of £83 .5m in 1996, the 
company announced yesterday 
that annual pre-tax profits feU 
38 per cenL to £59.4m. 

Operating profits rose 7 per 
cent to £233m in spite of a 
slump in the contribution from 
commercial property, which 
fell from £23m to virtually zero. 
The tax charge came down 
from 27 percent to 25 percent. 


net debt came down £315ra to 
£703m, and the Interest change 
fell 27 per cent to £70.1m. The 
dividend is being raised 3 per 
cent to 6.2p. 

Most of the improvement in 
operating profit last year came 
from the UK. which increased 
its share of the group total 
from 54 to 60 per cent. The 
hotels division contributed 
£160rn. an improvement of 6 per 
cent, but allowing for the sale 
of the Langham Hotel the un- 
derlying improvement was 20 


provement was less marked 
with a £3 -5m provision for ex- 
change rate changes. 
Seventeen new hotel deals 


were signed last year and the 
deal with Hilton Hotels Cor- 


poration reuniting the H3ton 
name worldwide through joint 


per cent. Occupancy rates and 
room rates both rose. 


room rates both rose. 

Profits rase in London and 
the provinces in spite of the 
strength of sterling, which has 
made the UK a more expensive 
place to visit Overseas the im- 


name worldwide through joint 
reservation and a worldwide 
loyalty schemes is expected to 
pay off in 1997. 

Betting and gaming did even 
better, bouncing back from the 
depression caused by Che com- 
petition from the national lot- 
tery in 1995. Profits rose 46 per 
cent to £84. 9m. Two-thirds of 
that came from the betting 
shops, while Vernons staged a 
modest recovery to make£5.&n 
in spite of a 30 per cent fall in 
turnover, but reduced spending 


by some of the high-rollers saw 
the contribution from casinos 
fall back to £5 .3m. 

Capital expenditure in- 
creased by a quarter to £l37m. 
Spending on the betting shops 
rose to £13m, and about naif the 
1300 strong chain has been ren- 
ovated, taking advantage of the 
deregulation of betting and the 
ending of the old rules requir- 
ing betting shops to have anony- 
mous shop-fronts. 

The idea ts to let in more 
light, advertise a wider range of 
things to bet on. including the 
newly legalised numbers games 
and slot machines, and gener- 
ally demystify the rituals of 
betting to attract the rapidly 
rising numbers of women who 
are having a Sutter. 


A colleague of mine had the 
luck to overhear a fascinating 
conversation between two 


Glaxo Wellcome big cheeses 
in the seats just before 


Bolton Wanderers could be ‘starting point for a leisure group’ with cash-rich Mosaic 



. Bolton Wanderers, the 
footbaffing home of one of 
England* great forwarts, 

Nat Lofthouse, is in the 
acquisitive sights of Mosaic 
investments, the cash-rich 
shell company run fay David 
Williams. Dealings In 
Mosaic* shares were 
suspended y este r da y after 
the price jumped from 46p 
to KL5p after news of the 
proposed deal loaked out. 
Mosaic* balance sheet 
houses £10m of cash and 
£U)m of accumulated tax 
losses, which would come 
into play if it can reach a 
reverse takeover agreement 
with Bohan Mr Willems and 
Bolton decSned to give any 
financial detais about the 
negotiations, wnicn are at an 
early st^fe. Bofton, 10 
points dear at the top of 
Division One, look a 
c erta inty to win promotion to 
the lucrative Prens er shex 
They should kickoff in the 
top flight m a new £35m 
stadum that is nearing 
completion 0c4tX Mr WUams 
said he had previously 
considered hidclng for 
Notting ha m Forest T know 
there has been a lot of hype 
about footbaH and some 
share prices on sffly ratings, 
but Bolton has been nn as a 
proper business ... and 
would be a good startfog 
point to develop a 
leisure group." 


in the gents just before 
yesterdays’ result! press 
conference in London. 

Sir Richard Sykes, chief 
executive of Glaxo and soon- 
to-be executive chairman, and 
John Coombe, finance direc- ' 
tor, were availing themselves 
of the facilities, when Mr 
Coombe started ruminating 
on the cause of his bad back. 

While Sir Richard made 
sympathetic noises, Mr 
Coombe said he blamed "the 
stress and the weather. 

When the sun comes out 
everyone feels better." 

Espying my ear-wigging 
colleague, Mr Coombe - 
added loudly: “We’re all 
animals, after all." 

So that’s it then. Now that 
Glaxo’s patent on Zantax, 
the wonder drug for ulcers, is 
doe to run out, Glaxo is obv- 
iously working overtime on a. 
copyright for solar radiation. 


Most Qty asset management 
types were surprised, not to 
say stunned, when Donald 
Brydon was ousted as acting 
chief executive of BZW last 
September, when BOl Harri- 
son took over. Much ad- 
mired in the industry, Don 
has tinned op trumps now 
with the top job at AXA . 
Asset Management Europe, 
where he will oversee assets 
worth Frl r 077bn. 

Don was a long-time BZW 

Bank bad! in 197LHe?>e- 

Came rhairman and chi ef ex- 
ecutive of BZW Investment 
Management in 1990. He was 
promoted to become deputy 
of the chief executive, David 
Band, four years later. With 
Mr Band’s death last year 
many assumed Don would 
take the top job permanently. 
But three days after Mr Har- 
rison arrived from Robert 
Fleming, Don was out 

There is still some confu- 
sion at AXA, however, aver 
where Mr Brydon is going to 
live. AXA’s head office is in 
Paris. A spokeswoman from 
AXA says: “At the b eginning 


Foreign Exchange Rates 


Interest Rates 


Sterling 

Country Spot 1 month 3 mouths 


Dollar 

Spoi 1 noMta 


D-Mark 

Spot 


US 

Canada 

Germany 

Franca 

Italy 

OKT 

BekjMu 

Denmark 

Nathedands 

Ireland 

Norway 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Austraia* 

Hong Kong 


New Zealand 
Sand Arabia 
Smgapore 


1E1?1 TD-8 
21996 61-56 
27704 70-63 
93431 232-211 
Zm 4 26-42 
19600 99-95 
14234 34-20 
sm9 ■fc-io 

10564 £0-190 
31*9 85-77 
10345 5-1 

11186 280-210 
23435 06-139 
0341220-160 
24002 9364 

20501 2-4 

T2A83 57-35 
39911 0-0 

22985 2533 
6045B 06 

23073 06 


UK Germany US 

Base 600% Discount 250% Prime 875% 
France Lombard 450% Discount 500% 

Interval bon 3J5% Canada Fed Funds 525% 

Italy Prime 475% Spain 


Docoirri 73% Dtacotfrt 500% VOay Repo 600* 
UeSierlaJKte Denmark Sweden 

Advances 270% Diacomt 325% Repo (Am) 410% 


Japan 

Dtecojrrt 050% 
Belgium 

Discount 250% 
Central 300% 

Switzerland 
Discount 100% 

Lombard 4125% 


Liffe Financial Futures 

Contract S Oen mt 


longBto 
GammGwBd 
ttatan Band 


Bond Yields HSBC Mm Rwndi 

Country Syr yMWV io»r yWd% Country &r team* myt te«M% 


3tai9M«ng 
3 Iflh Euramk 
aiMiEumfra 


3UtfiEkmwi 

3MfiEuras*rta 


7.0% 894 750% 730 NwtwrtiincHa.75% 485 86% 5.55 

US 025% G.44 650% 661 Spain 7.9% 630 735% 887 

Japan 6.0% 181 26% 2.43 My 7.75% 7.12 7.75% 730 

Australia 106% 7.49 8 75% 7.BD Belpum 9.0% 446 825% 5.73 

Germany 86% 4.70 80% 5 87 Sweden 136% 557 650% 878 

Franca 53% 4 58 5 5% 537 ECU OAT 80% 482 530% 866 


Jg*“- 

lor day 

tradori 

Hies 

11267 

111-27 

4557 

10167 

10262 . 

101^ 

12366 

■001236 

127.10 

127.49 

88615 

126S? 

12664 

123.fi? 

990 

93.75 

33.78 

9373 

14023 

9367 

3380 

T1*H 

31S35 

96.78 

96.77 

93 78 

1870 

9675 

3677 ' 

98.74 

40068 

Kiaa 

92.70 

92.68 

7562 

93.11 

9316 

S3J0B 

24538 

99.42 

99.42 

99.40 

432 

38.14 

saao 

93.12 

4181 

96.17 

9821 

98.14 

19296 

85.7S 

35.77 

86.7B 

783 

85.77 

95.79 

B577 

942 

4379.0 

43004) 

4374.0 

15331 

47100 

47100 

4780.Q 

17 


Liffe FTSE Index Option 

Satttaronrt prtaK 4396 doafetg offar price 


<WMi cUcutml on bcW Mata 


Other Spot Rates 

Country Staring 


Money Market Rates 

□100* 70 

Jntertw* 5 : 6< S^B 


Argentina 

Austria 

Brazd 

Chna 


Storing 

Dafer 

Country 

Storing 

Doflar 

16122 

03998 

Ngana 

129,129 

800800 

194963 

1Z0941 

Oman 

08203 

03850 

16975 

10537 

Pakistan 

646288 

400799 

133768 

62957 

P1*ppir»5 

4247BI 

283430 

54734 

34000 

Poilu^i 

277772 

17230 

62718 

51298 

Qatar 

58672 

36406 

2973.40 

184500 

Russa 

917986 

569300 

434J30 

269600 

South Afnca 

739H 

44600 

573001 

358550 

Taiwan 

443921 

275300 

04899 

03038 

UAE 

59343 

36740 

5 quorad Wgh to low ere at a discount- sutatrad tram spot rale 



hitartw* 5: 

Staring CDs 

Load Authcnty Daps 5^ 
Dccowt Market Daps 5 1 -*. 
TreaKgMMls (Buy) 

ECU Linked Dap 


1 Montti 

IMcnUte 

Btewtew 

1 Vnr 

5+,i B'n 

6+ 6‘* 

5to 9'+ 

as 6i 


8* 

0i 


6'r 

6» 

6i 

6: 

5=4 

6 '3 

. 

. 

509 

5.16 

528 

554 

£> 4-, 

4'. 4. 

4'. 4'i 

4'. 41 


43M 

4350 

4400 

sans 

50/29 

30/51 

1 30*45 

mm 

68/83 

155/70 

123/87 

93/107 

106/08 

152/104 

120/124 


CaO/PM 
4450 TataUvots 

11/84 
41/110 
89/133 

96/150 110/181 


Tourist Rates 


rate quoted low to high are ai a onmum: X 

•Dollar rams Quoted as reciprocals. 

For tne latest foreign exchange rates cat 0891 1 23 3033 
Cafe cost SOp per minute |day rate) 45p other times. 


add to spot rate 


£ Buys 

AustrafalDdtars) 13903 

AuBtnafScfrtngs) 188300 

Betgwm/Francai 55 3600 

CanodalDoHarai 2M5Q 

Cypms/Poonttsi 0.8000 

Denmark IKraoerj 106000 

HotendlGuddecs) 20225 

ftiand(U*tk&i 8.1500 


£ Buys 

FrancalFrancs} 9 6400 
GwmanytWarksi 2.B25 
GraecelDracftmeii 4246000 
Hong KcnglDoCas) 121700 
JralandlPurtS) 1 0025 
hatytLira) 26926000 

Japan (Yarn 1 94.1500 
MaftWLri) 06045 


£ Buys 

Nw ZeatandlDolara) 22400 
NorwaylKronar] 188000 
Portugal (Escudos) 2680000 
Spain (Pesetas! 225.0000 
Sweden (Kronor) 120900 
SwtBWtandffrancs) 23250 
TurkeyfbraJ 1938280000 
United StateKOofiaraJ 13800 


Energy 

Brant Crude (Hbuml) dm oH (Sitonna) WT1 Products t (S/tom) 

IPE 520pm *chq Yrago PE dose tug |lpm_ Spot OF NWEuape 

Apr 1965 +017 Mar 18475 +275 Apr 20.75 Pimt.lMBedad 2D4/2Q7 

“** 2? ** 16M0 +zas MW Z8® Na pht ha 185/189 

Jun ,911 +020 ktey 18760 +200 ^ ^ KOaaol 1WUB 

W: 28989 MscILSI Vofc 20325 Jut 2030 Heavy Fuel DO 82/85 
‘mtnmpiWMei ti <0° p*— ■ ■aw “ wa boot cmmijonca nm Ktnixfc*, 


rommoi 



Bmiteta 

+Spel 

«c*«ltey 

31 Dm 

%dtg YTD Year ago 

%ctag Yr 

Max 

1970-100 

IBS 20 

-125 

21526 

-1207 

18829 

■8.71 

AgricuKiral 

1970-100 

251.83 

-0.02 

23123 

+821 

281-83 

-1024 

Erem 

1963 a 100 

65.73 

-1.72 

85.88 

-23 M 

8725 

■3.13 

Industl Mattes 

1977-100 

18700 

-106 

168.79 

+iaez 

184.74 

+128 

Lwostack 

1970-100 

i«ai3 

-1.73 

191.03 

■0X7 

7428 

+0L72 

Pradaus MotaJs 1073 -100 

45SL57 

•155 

48354 

-228 

49626 

228 


taoMMOtSUVlW 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 


ABN AMHO Panbroka LW 
37-41 Badfcxd (tow. London WC1H 4JH 
tWpMnt Dsoana; 07 71 4732344 
Pwt»o*» GnwOT 2W 16 mn 12 

NMnuteitucc ae ssjr oci 

Pm*’** B«tanc*d rajiO :w.ia 132 

PaMtt+i Eg rnesma I** lua »2f 


nt 01722 7158)5 


1J050 (OB 


IT3* 30 a 
l-teio <DBI 

Mr <0 aei 


AXA Equtar S Ln» Un4 Tiuat Hngn 
AXA EqWty 4 Ljb Hm, Copotton 3L,G0Hntr, 


AXA Ew«y * Law Htt. Corpertten 
C« too 

Tet 01303 553231 „ 

ft——. Act rtlwi 


IS 

S4I30 2_J7 

III 




Eura). 
iapan la Act 
Pjrfc fljar. re 

Bnr Fresno, nc 


III 


Jon uni 
i«Uwn UnAu 
?MBdna 

SfSTriS? 1 

Uecwnuncii 


Bordars UMcom Ltmua 

1 1 ftuiUna), SBuMM. LdnUDn. 
53AS544 


eta aati* ow 



ewii}»isto 9884 

OvnOi A bon) t*nm 
EmmirbiAae iztf 

EunwmgakK: 

m*?*, TrS 

9*7 5J7 7 

U9IM J50.7 

2KS 

tuw 2500 

beamTnnH 

UunAct 128-3 

Caaiinc loo a 

tattum ll?S 

£rt*lrUMl IS24 

QaAFalw 

maun* _ 8* in 

UI0I1 Baton 73 W 

ms incom 77 12 

Growth Tout*- UK 

CtoOTl 1S8.8 

Cioimi An *ta i 


fp rokfi 

ISSKsiSS 1 

IftxuiUMMl 
FPU>| aoMO 
WpamlWn, 


>191 241 

5781 4107 

JB1 I 2.01 
274 2 40B 

2B8B 3 li 




isU3 17133 aaa 

me mm j«c 

1778 8207 0 DO 

ir SS 7233 C3M 

77 43 si re Jim 
to fti«o 84*n mo 


as rs 


MBGSMnsrtenUmtod 

MO Hon—, ktetmt* Roto, Cti tea ^u r Q CUl 1M 

rvata arg yi t n a ri Wl D gA nc: BUMS 3M084 

ggasg* if 

«IB RiKSSUy KTUj nii oai 

itocsniUMi rnh azt-, oot 

**4Au» rss.i 7753 a 


“faiformation professionals rank 
Financial Tunes Information as the most 
important UK business information provider” 



Annual Businea lnfonmsian Survey 1996, 

Vtm/HanA ftrinm K if invi ia iii ii i 



II 

M3* J43S 
78S9 05tl 
at» i v 



Financial Times Information provides online infbnnatkxi 
from over 5^00 busines sources comprismg 43 million 
documents, as well as a database of 35 million securities 
and fundamental data on quoted companies. 


B*>»*i7k«rtl 

Cm Wn 

PrjTOc* H. pre3 


u* 74 IT 38 
lain 848 
140-13 3 43 

338 59 2 2 

IBB 12 com 
29838 022 


Sate C« Inc 8345, 

ViKUM «5'J 

Gr oath/ nota - 
iliw S c w , Ace Ija* 

js? 

Si 

ss?* m 

'Auo kneim ■> tnewM Haav l 


7187 3 09 

67 68 ;S 
4401 173 


WE- 


nfr 

3361 01 

/we at 


MmtfcntffirtK 

EnwanaUllFM 


2334 048 

°« 


QyinwwA indi 

reew 

tijrr«ari 
. ■■■■■ ip ■ tire v 

as. 


RUB OCO 
lsi cb* 
1^*3 ooo 

U&&J 091 


Miea moo 
n?W 

191 40 Q00 

294 18 000 


louLcsn 7a 



For more irdbnnation axaaa Andrew Hnnt on +44 171 825 SCO. 
oremaifc mfengfLccm Far tree s ample s erf our services, viol ourwthsitc 
hkjrlAwa'jlf h ft-CilT\ ' 



FINANCIAL TIMES 
Information 


Narteam Hack UnBTtnatiUd 

“>■ HOta, H99M Ctete^ Goferti 

sa EU IK 


PtrotewIMTtewlbvrtUd 

PmtakUtoAr^MhMM 


Bwfaq Find Mstaffi LM 

POBovOOi. IBB B M H ocM f Otaita SOW ITS 




jr iifl 



Ooo B(a 1AF T*t 01«n O61D0 

‘assSr 

goBMOMlCMifec 

mm 


£ S 


TOO - 


PrW*te Piwtaa U« Tniit Itaaows ua 
UHfed HnaAffl He*. Case* 5t SaOsteor 
antiNm 5P1 3SH Enotetex OlHaTUW 6aU- 


FINANC1AL TIMES 
Information 


FINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For farther information, call Leeanne Giiliar at FT Information 
on +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.gilliar@ft.com 


iy> IjSjD 


tpptday 7 MARCH 1997 « THE INPEPCT^NI 


on 


• i • 


People & Business 



John Coombe; Just ‘an 
animal, after alF 


he will be traveling a lot 
between London and Fads. 
Where be wl stay in the 
end, we don’t know” . 

Sounds like a Eurostar 
season ticket job to me. 


I’ve just received a missive 
from Unify, a computer soft- 
ware consultancy. It starts 
offc “Unify Corporation, sup- 
plier of Unify Vision, foe ad- 
vanced Client/Server Web 


ment environment, has made 
two key appointments.'’ 

Now Tm as big a fan of foe 
Internet as anyone -fully mo- 
dem ‘d, me- but this seems to 
be taking tedmobabble to 
new baroque heights. 

As far as I can ascertain. 
Unify Visioa is a software 
“template” which financial 
companies can use to design 
and build computer systems, 
which can then be accessed 
by their operations around 
the world via the Internet 


Nationwide budding society, 
that champion of mutuality 
standing four-square, or 
rather Canute-tike, against 
foe rising tilde of conversions, 
has introduced new blood to 
its board. Jonathan Agnew 
and John Engestrom have 
joined as non-exec directors. 

Mr Agnew is a former 
chief executive of Klemwort 
Benson and ex-managing di- 
rector of Morgan Stanley. 
He’s executive chairman of 
London Insurance Market 
Investment Trust and a mem- 
ber of Lloyd’s. Mr Engestrom 
is another big noise from the 
insurance world, who spent 
16 years with Skandi and was 
recently appointed chief ex- 
ecutive or liberty Re. ’ 


Roger Thrner, co-founder and 
managing director of United 
Gas, has always been a lead- 
ing advocates of independent 
gas supply in foe UK 
If s now 12 months since 
UtiliCorp UK a Kansas- 
owned company, acquired 
full control of United Gas, 
and Mr Tinner is leaving to 
look for new opportunities in 
the energy field. 


Speaking of former chief ex- 
ecutives of Kleinwort Benson, 
Simon Robertson, who left 
that post last Friday, has 
popped as a non-executive di- 
rector at BTR, the exciting 
engineering conglomerate. 
BTR insist he was ap- 
proached before his shock 
departure. Simon is already a 
non-exec at John Mowlem, 
Incbcape and The O'Connor 
Group of New York. Stand by 
for a full-time appointment 
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There may be a few penile 

at Tran^o, the former 
British Gas pipeline busi^ 
ness, who may breath a sigh 
of relief at Mr Turner’s ab- 
sence* however temporary, 
from foe utilities stage. 

He was a vocal tan of foe 
huge price cuts forced on 


vf--;;- 


i ^n4#R 


Clare SptKtiswoode of Olgas. 
She plumped for 20 per oent 
cuts, be called for 30 per cent. 

Whatever the redoubtable 
Mr Turner decides to do 
deal, he’s not short of a bob 
or two, having made a for- 
tune several tunes over. 

Electricity, rail and water 
utility chiefs should keep 
their fingers crossed in case 
be derides to take them oa 
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v; sport 

FESTTWl FOCUS: The (avourite for next week's Champion Hurdle will be partnered by a rider who has served his time with style 

The hour cometh for Bradley and Bay 


Graham Bradley, like all good 
judges of pace, is said to have 
a stopwatch in his bead Twelve 
months ago, however, the time- 
piece that worked in the jock- 
ey’s favour was a dysfufidWat 
alarm clock on his bedade 
cabinet. 

Bradley had been dft& to 
partner Alderbrook, the-Ctefei- 
pion Hurdle favoudte; iar a 
piece of work when a power cut 
winch embraced his Lambouni 
home meant be was late for the 
appointment Kith * Balky, 
AiderbrooL's trainer, was Jtot 
amused and told Bradley where 
he could shove his saddle. Borne 
weeks later, Collier Bay, the rid- 
er’s replacement mount, swept 
away from Alderbrook up the 
Cheltenham hjli with the speed 
of a second band to his great ri- 
val's big band. Time was proved 
to be a great healer. 

When Bradley next week 
rents the Gloucestershire fawn* 
he has occupied during the 
Cheltenham Festival for the 
last few years he will make 


Hunt jockeys have snapped 
their whips, embarked on a 
phoae-tippnjgserviceandjust 
started to buy a- whole -new 
wardrobe of clothes. V 


Richard Edmondson meets a veteran 
jockey with few miles -on the clock 


hear word that die Yoricsbire- nasty fall 
tua^Jias lost his nerve oris a di- Ir*s somi 
’luted 'athlete compared to the there in ti 
figure that already has seven and J sup 
festival successes to his name, gets the 
TtfnnfcrvestiH got the bottle," weighing 
Bradley saidthis week. “You're frighten ei 
a- far if you say you’re not time to p: 
frightened. We’re all fright- This w 
enedj but we just learn to cope coosecutit 
with it somehow. Ayrton, Sen- has prese 
oa once said that fear is a great ing mouc 
part of self-preservation and J potential I 
understand that because if you underwo: 
don’t have that. element of fear about 4,0 
you’d, be too dangerous and life and t 
reckless and end up kiltin g Dunwooc 
yoursfdL have that 

“You expect to break bones said “I’s 


during the course of the season 
but you just hope the reafly 
nasty falls don’t happen to you. 
It’s something that’s always 
there in tbeback of your mind, 
and I suppose the time when it 
gets the better of you in the 
weighing room and you're too 
frightened to go out there is the 
time to pack it in.” 

This will be Bradley's 36th 
consecutive Festival, a record be 
has preserved largely by ignor- 
ing mounts that have unusual 
potential to transport him to the 
underworld '“I’ve bad only 
about 4,000 rides in my whole 
life and the likes of Maguire, 
Dunwoody and McCoy would 
have that in four seasons,” he 
said “I'm quite selective in 


what 2 ride so there are not that 
many miles on the clock [and 
this one hasn't stopped]. 

“Michael Dickinson always 
told me not to ride a lot of bad 
horses or it woold totally knack- 
er my confidence. Going round 
for £80 on a 66-1 shot that’s got 
no chance and might bury you 
is a waste of time. It spoils your 
confidence, spoils your tech- 
nique and might even spoil 
you. When people 1 don't know 
ring up and ask me to ride 
something in a novice chase for 
the first time I think it’s a bit of 
a liberty." 

Graham Bradley has lost his 
racing liberty several times since 
he rode his first winner in 1980. 
la fact, when he guides Collier 


Bay to post on Tuesday it will 
be bard to evaluate which side 
of the partnership has more 
form. Bradley first fell a ruler 
across his knuckles in 1982, 
when be was suspended for 
having a bcL Since then he has 
been punished for non-trying, 
riding a finish a circuit too ear- 
ly and being caught napping 
(not for the last time ) and beat- 
en on the run-in. He knows he 
has been silly, but there are ex- 
planations for many of his mis- 
demeanours and it is easy to 
accept the belief that the jock- 
ey is the victim of unwarranted 
official attention. 

It seems that a singed parch- 
ment poster bearing Bradley’s 
features is nailed to the wall of 
all racing's sheriffs. If be parked 
on a double yellow line a team 
from the Jockey Club’s disci- 
plinary committee would prob- 


Supreme diversion for Sanmartino 


sure the National Grid does not 
affect his attempts aL a coaseo 
utive victory with Cbllfer fray. 
A tottery-operated alarm dock 
will be part of his lugga g e • 
These days Graham Bradley 
could be excused Tor climbing 
into bed earlier than most of his 
colleagues. At 36. and with his ; 
temples telling you what colour, 
the rest of his hair is Jikefr to 
be in future, he is one of -the 
greybeards of the weighing 
room. At his age, roost National 


. Richard Dunwoody is likely to 
partner Relkeel in Tuesday's 
Champion Hurdle as the 
horse’s stable-companion in 
David Nicholson's yard, San- 
marthxv is Body to miss the race 
.in -favour ox the Supreme 
-Novices* Hurdle. 

Nicholson left four of his 
team among the 21 five-day ac- 
ceptors for the Champion: Cas- 
tle Sweep, Relkeel, Sanmartino 
and Zaoadi. However, ins as- 
. sistant, Alan King, -said: H Cas- 


tle Sweep will run in the Coral 
Gip, Richard Dunwoody will be 
on Relkeel. A decision on San- 

R1CHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Six Clerks 
(Market Rasen 2.45} 

NB: Crandoh Boulevard 
(Exeter 1^45) 

martino will be made on Sun- 
day but he wffll probably go for 
the Citroen Supreme. Zabadi 


runs in the Champion but 2 
don't know who rides." 

Nicholson scotched doubts 
about Relkeel's well-being and 
reported that the gelding, who 
returned from a long spell of in- 
jury to test Collier Bay at Tow- 
cester last month, was “200 per 
cent”. He expects his chal- 
lenger to turn the tables on the 
reigning champion, whose 
Otehenham odds were eased to 
100-30, from 3*1, by Ladbrokes 
in the face of support for Large 


Action (9-2 from 5-2 ) and Space 
Thicker (5-1 from 11-2). Collier 
Bay's stable-companion, the 
leading novice Juyush, is injured 
and misses the meeting. 

Martin Pipe’s description of 
parts of Lhe Cheltenham track 
as “puddingy" has been con- 
tested by the course's Edward 
Gillespie. “We are not worried 
about the going. I think we will 
leave Martin Pipe to train his 
horses and he can leave us to is- 
sue the going reports,” he said. 


ably come spilling out of a sur- 
veillance van. It may well be dial 
he has to jump info a canyon to 
get this posse off his back. “It’s 
been annoying and disappoint- 
ing throughout my career and 
something I’ve had to cope 
with," he said. “The whole 
thing is a pain in the arse. 

“There have been the ups 
and downs, but you've got to be 
very tough in this world and 
thick-skinned because lots of 
things go right but 10 rimes as 
many things go wrong. During 
the bad times, all I could do was 
keep trying, keep riding out and 
keep believing in myself until 1 
bad clawed my way back up. 
Confidence in my own ability 
and the love of what I do has 
kept me going." 

The racing cognoscenti have 
understood Graham Bradley's 
capacities ever since Gold Cup 
day in 1 9S3, when, as a 22-year- 
old, be led home Michael Dick- 
inson’s cavalry on Bregawn. 
The celebrations lhai night 
were conducted among a media 
scrum in the Hying Pizza in 
Leeds, but there was a limita- 
tion on the carafes of Lambr- 
usco. “1 was still a stable lad 
doing my three at the time and 
the last thing that Mrs Dickin- 
son [the trainer’s mother] said 
to me as we left at about mid- 
night was don't be late for 
work.” Bradley remembers. 
“And we were all there for sev- 
en o’clock." But then those 
were the days when he had a 
good alarm clock. 






Bradley: 1 think I've still got the bottle. You're a liar if 
you say you're not frightenetf Photograph: Robert Hallam 
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4 llN5m- 6UNNERSIRBtfl(340|{CO|tMs AGShSASns 131112— -—.—Capt A (Maid (7) 

5 02403ft KAMTHYA (315 Mrs SiBam* Cr*Brtfl 1 8 11 12 -_LMM R VfctOftwM m V 

6 522P4J2 UIARA (38) (Nw> C £kot] I WfcmsBU 12 Ma|GVtosetor(7) 

7 152404 KB04LC«WU«R{7) (MKlr^ieldD^tfiMtirig T 11 l^-CaptCWaURNPW (7) V 

8 163IB55 IMOOIH EXPRESS (85) (GB Battn0 G Bakfeg9U12 Maf 0 Utoowl (7) 

9 AP VMCOUVra LAD (4q (Mrs A 6 Sirs} W G M lumer 8 11 12 tkmr 5 ftaauy [7] 

10 F06WJ6- WDDtBXMi{2BS){UafrAWCPeWRfy™aWU7 CMC ter (7) 

'10 doctored - 

BEITVtt 1H0 Act The Wag, 7-2 CtotSoal RMulea, 5-1 Duhitom Lnttgn, 8-1 Jdtara, 10-1 KaMtal 
CaHkar, 14-lHmn exjbiis*, 25-1 Btnoar Stream, 33-lnflMa 
199K Nnrran Corquerw n 12 0 Wa| 0 Bhnod 3-1 (T Thomson Jones) 11 ran 


FORM GUIDE 

ACT THE WAG, vrfxj missed a race at Kelso on Tuesday due to a tmased foot, represents 
Robert Oglen r preference to three other entries. With son Adam t«mo rede a double on 
the Saturday c4 this meeting last yean m me saddle Martin Tottuntet's charge can give the 
aO mum Act The wag comes here n gooa shape offer scoring at c&Qenc* and at 
Newcastle last month and he can complete the haMnck at the mam expense of Canted 
Rfcto— aa. The lO-year-ofct has decort pant to-pofrn form, wiwmg at Horeeheoth tvs sin- 
gle start or 19B3-94 and coming back In tremendous style after a couple of seasons off to 
land both starts ttus term - at Marks ley and Cottenham. He should be at home on ths snff 
track. Dululm* Lodge, successful ai Taunton « Nncmber, ues tailed off when pulled up 
at Exater next wne but dWnl run Dadly far a 33- 1 shot when unplaced a&mst General Com- 
mand In the Great vortshlre Chase at Doncaster. Ha finished a tbur-tengm runnu-up oe- 
htod Mr Plchpocket at Tainton last tune and appeals most of the remainder. Juftara was 
beaten a ton£h ty Flimsy Truth m a poor contest at Wawtek last cme. wMe Gunner Stream, 
20-1 winner of the corresponding race In 1992. has deteriorated. 

Selection: ACT THE WAG 

FaZcl RACAL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £AJD00 added 2m 6f 
Penalty Value £3£22 

1 1123 Q®«U) SDoaetT (231(0) Ohe Hen l*s C YC3teJ DGfEet 711 ; B Fenton 

2 1-341 ffltEMJSHPOO) (D)iT genfteuAWSliMil NHerdenor 511 7 JfDeweody 

3 061 M22IUM (20) (D1 d. FuQ A Jims 5 11 7 _JII Item 

4 40-1456 IBUBHSPWtD (M) [Ms Daek FteWert N GasHee 6 11 7 WHmtne 

5 6-4 CAMBM UAH pi)IMsPgair?W Waiaersai 7 112 1 7 tlnwniffi 

8 CWWP IMFERML HONORS {7ft iRTQatdner-BnmiNlivmH 6 U2~- ..^Chrts Wdb (S) 

7 5-222 JKX GAUAGIES (37) KaCj^ier Ifeierete (ad Mbs B Sanaere 6 11 2 IIIWMto 

8 0040 IB5IBI GBenSItY (14) fOfti teeden] C Wesdon 6 11 2 DVMn 

9 OOCO MUSC CLASS (15) (Ms P Ehtuy) C Reals 6 11 2 DMagnr 

J0 00 SPWV SUCCESS ISO) Wastsm Sotaro lafi N lanyad 711 2 HrAKhm 

U W FMIHL6GG (26) ftfei JoHn Harttewit N Henderson 6 10 U >We 

12 8CaiCtlM2BSlHinSf(ftiun)ff rwamn-OavcsSlflll jCUmefte 

• Udadtond- 

BETTMG: 44 Eoarald Statement, 11-4 Mrakhip, 13-2 Jama, O-l UBeafcinl, 10-1 lack G*4- 
todwr, 14-ZGaaan Man. 20-1 MtMa M Musfe Class, Scant Mmw. 50-lattm 
IBM: Wm (8 ftase 6 11 2 J a McCarthy 9-1 tO Sherwootp 10 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

FMaadaMp and Jazzman were both successful on the same cwti at Windsor three wests 
ago and. although the tatter recorded a taster nme, ne was as out to do so, whereas Fnend- 
ship scored eaaiy after toatfmg on the mi tw> oul Friendship, who made the frame 
in both previous hurdle races - jazzmen m aneare each dme - won a lumper on ms smjjf 
Stan last tern and wfil process further but thn locks booted for EMERAUI STATEMENT. 
Garore Grssefl'5 chargs Urided ms first mo racos, at Fdtoestom arid Pfumpton, and ran Kmd 
dette to three pans of a length at unghotd before putting up Ms best pertormace- to daw 
Mien thud Denmd a useful par in Agamem and Forest Ivory at Huntingdon i2m Jfl, beat- 
en a necl> and half a length. The return to further mb sul Jack Gaftagher. who s on a se- 
tjuenca of nconfe. ® wv*eiy to smive form here getting only 5lb from Emerald Sowmem. 
W e refard . who won at Kempaxun November on ws reappearance, has smoe nmur^aaced 
at Windsor, Wincartnn and on a return to the Sunbury course, but wW he more at home on 
UiBtssangtrat*. SafectiOK EMERALD STATEMENT 

I4jfe] DUKE OF GLOUCESTER (PAST & PRESENT) HUNTER CHASE 
L*~l (CLASS H) £Z000 3m 110yds Penalty Value £W49 

1 IS61S- ACROSS THE CATO (281} 0*5 tei CtensMMa( Gen CRansay 6 12 lLJ(to|(WRaMMy(7) 

2 mm* OVBIT>CH)fiE(Z^[a^/cawtng>CS«»toslll513 Mr5Sf»dMSg(7) 

3 55PI044- ANBttCAN EYRE pffi) (J S 5 HdtoBl Mrs G GteOders 12 12 4 Mr R Sadden (7) 


4 UP34SU- BflACKENFBD (342) (H IP * Hurpptirev» ft Baras 11 12 4 Cap( 0 AtoiwHarfwy (77 B 

5 PTSO GOLDEN IIAC (9) (A t FareTOwe.' n Falthwe ID 12 4 JAft 0 Btwood (7) 

6 HJ23UV IWJWra(29)-3ii6il4rBWShaiNGaS£*w , >12J _ ..£& H Ha9 (7) 

7 RC5-P mjESmaiUonlnce-FUDniJviTRS-RdcrillUi j* J Trice-Rrrtph (5) 

-7 deciaied- 

BEHING; 5-4 ftadtenlMd, 5-2 Over The Edge, 4-1 AmaOcan Eyre, 10-1 True SUeL 12-1 Across The 
Ctod, 20-1 No liter, 25-1 Bitten Mac 

139& Ore the tags W 11 11 L7 S Socrt»8 11 4 'S » Spowo -r ran 

. FORM GUIDE 

Over The Edge.ivtio won ins a year ago. beating 6-4 on chance On The Other Hand hail a 
length after a recent twmt-to-pornt victory, again comes hen? fighting fir after coming heme 
by tour length* between the flag, at Ampton weeks ago. However, he seents likely to 
find one too good this nme m BRACKENFIELD. Fbcnaru Barber's Ll-/ear >Al. who did wteii 
when TrarneO by Maty Rewley in ho )Oun&» d ays. has won a cootie ot pcmn ww season, 
at Barbary Castle ana Lanthii, where r« beat stable male Fart os iv-.irmor of uva 11*95 Chel- 
tenham Ftwftunterei three Kn®ns. (n between. Bract-erfteid was 20 tenfThs dear of the rfure- 
placed Teatrader ishon- headed at Bangor on Wednesday i when beaten two arid a halt lerigjhs. 
by Sun In Business also at Larvruil. True Steel, runner-up to Norman Conqueror m last year s 
Grand Military Gold Cup. was having h» first rare since when pulled uo uetete (ne fences 
out in Bitofambup's race el Huntingdon last weev. American Eyre, mrec length ,vmne> oi 
a Channg prwtl 12 days ago on he mb ounng since vast May. ta*s best ol the others 

Selection: BRACKENFIELD 

A Ac| IUWNES RIVRK HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £5D00 added 
"■-^1 2m 6f Penalty Value £3^50 

1 WD60 IMNGSCOVE 114) iDv rtp tev tem-ww.- ladi.' Hemes 71110. . RDurwMdy 

2 2P.2-3C0 TEXAN BABY (J»J (20| (D) iC B Sarwstw N t-wtrivCiares B 11 1 JlWatahB 

3 235220 FORIWES COURSE (Ml (t» ifits A .Uiaory J rung® 11 3 .T J Mmpfiy 

4 aei-rOU COURT NAP (22) (tor ItdLtei C-orreai 1 Mefer 5 U0 UrPScrtt 

5 1IM251 JBTERtES 02) .U.« & Vunoigi )0d 3 10 1 J. ..M WSfamson 

5 2-JX5-: S»fUeGIHraK»ffft«li3mfUTV»H?ai«if9hl^;i<ll2.. SoptoeMftite«W 

7 POD-036 NNAN QUEST (39) -I S l teffb NGa«fei S 10 11 W Harmon 

6 2-F4POT SWING QUARTET (431 (D) <T Got grttf N i«SorrDj.ie$ T 10 1' . CUcweByn 

9 P1J164 ANRAD0R I1SI DBF) AT? ) I’.Wesd. J Vcunrfr,. l*f? rjra< ff Cm 6 10 2 .0 Hants 

-9 declared - 

BEmwt 5-2 Mirador, 3-1 Jefferies, 9-2 Fortunes Cause, u-j Wings Cove, T-l Indian Quest. 8-1 1 
S UM jtocto tent. 9-1 Texan Baby. 10-1 Swng Quartet. 16-1 Court Kip 
1998: LeadVoava 7 11 2 D 0 SJir.nn 1 - 1 H tow-gran 
FORM GUIDE 

JEFFERIES, rased only 2io for rus came Taunton .2m3f s«c»K three weals ago. shouW 
be ditlicun u> beat here. Itn Ofc s runner also ivent m at Tovt tester Cmi m November or. 
h* return, toliovcing with a tv.o-ieogtn setond io Dormrutn's Cueam at £«etti He snouto M 
suited by this longer jewmev and Norman WUiamun i ates the uh sin). Ufihgs Cove anshett 
a lengtri in front ol .ieflenes wrem tire- wen. irfy, and sntn to Ottadmo ?i Lercesrei in jar.- 
trary and, althoutft «6 .vrase arf n> scieCtMi can re-jerse that ninmrtg Wings Cp-rf -.-.of 
later beaiert out ol sight at Kempton. Mirador i*07ed up over slighih run her at Fonr.-.i-ti m 
December on her opening outing this season 'ine ww- well beaten m Henneaa Ho.va.-d s 
race nhen 19ft wrong m ;he ner gftts 3: Wmcanrort and probably found me going wo son 
when martiet loader ana las; o? (our nnisheis to Faddvswev on a return to For.rw.-cii- 5ne 
mign provide most danger it pact- to n*r Desi Fortunes Cause won a ;nase -it CarwA 
jtnd was placet! twee over fences last season Beaten Are length; dv Sai Bv The Blare n.er 
umber at Ungjwid m Decemt>er. srie rar. iinpenai vfimago to a rvort m a handicap chase a: 
Utdton- m January out was weH oeai en behind \tr 5irwig Gafe n-nen bac* me- formes at 
SoutTrjteU last bme Selection: JEFrEPlES 


HYPCTfol* 

3.40 Oakbury SLID Mr Boston 245 Six 
Clerics 3^0 Thorsday NlgM 3-50 Gofcfen 
Hodo4v25Pi«din»fty4^^&www 

GOING: Good iGond lo S«a pMctes.en Aut* cottrsel. 

■ Right-hand, sharp, tmHatiOng drcuO. 

■ fours* to E onovm ondUBl . Marta R«m swim (Un- 
i-nln - Grtaufty biK) l». ADMXSSIOK: OobSJZSDlJfr 
niw> ic-^l&SoidenbiARJ'dO'.'teiitenSsfiBi&SBTeel&aif 
Sur*) iJvWl^! f3iAOSP6S5>.'C**fiARR: FV«-. . 


BUNKERED PTSST TtMR: Wtalto SecreU) ft No FK- 

dHatf(H30J. ' 

WINNERS IN TBB EAST SftVKSiOAWtCbrtyBnta 

li TO) wun hero <ai Sawtoi y 

LONG-DISTANCE RHNNBRK Dreem lewder p-00) 

6 Sweepnrcnqr i.l JP) here been Bern 307 tn&ea by M 

Kofrc-TQt frnm HatkJnuB. ■ ' , ■ _ 

pTZrn WWERS DAT SmJNBHW HOLE 

(CLASS Q 2m If 110yds 

1 S1»JV BUBa«n*««LlM}fiCa*512C 

MtowRCtodim. 

2 3EPS44 JUSTR»A»«0k«RilSes5112_JRlftBO 

3 OCOP-O BUROFTM 5 Go» 1 » 511 S Rteffty 

i 403320 OWBWff Q3) W6sL5ttSa3SaJ13._ra»bffrn 
y ODSOCg COPiaaB.pfl)Msjflara5JOP-r r ito » i ni ffi 
S 003320 SUIP«WUAWk«b*Ow51D3nj(SwtteB 

7 TOE SfflK ft«#Eff 8 mGAfcO« 5 » 8 r — 


6 1 SUPRaeU*Wtot«*Hatetes4®7-_ 

ra ■ — ■ — y Hofcf 

* G&m WQOOLWOSUPTO&OP] PttfcftglSAp O r — 
L — -- — - — 

*9 (todwt 1 " 

MW ragre 10s. r« weiW; Haotamtistxnm Serab. 

BETTWa; T-2 Jo»t For * If—ni to w AlP* . ♦•KWteT. 

( o T in n BEAUMONTCOflE HUKT^R CHASE 

l 2 * 10 ! (CLASS ffl £1*00 SW 1* 

, 1 1NS3-3B MOTRSD m umi ta# IS 

! :■ VMF-23 

2 96- aAyfiWW^B°»»12G 5^ 

-1 aflPTVJ WM (X«r ^a wsrc^ic^ 12 5 .Mm. S Ira* (7) 

i mS£ 

BtTWft 24 Mi B»»C7-aMlSwd. »-t K H M, 

94 teh Q«yt 94 Ctody teis 

(CLASS 

12^5} a> ;£ 4J0D4W)2felf 

: on ana^gg)Fgfaratiifi --^JLft^r(3) 

1 C- ANUC« «B4 J2P? Mgnsman Cwfe 

4 M J ff BJ tJ w n u i Cg krinAHaaaUO J OIT jBito w r 

C anrn ncawwattamgrlio — EOto#toR 

- ~ gSBU»pras7SyitetefflT,l Rftrato 

l w SSSSSroie™»*rE"— 

in sOTMBAIBWJtraA’toBisllO rmem 

-1 150 BBgSSSSMPWREaftiaO ^—JHnfcy 

5 S S saWBSsssiSR 

S 6 2993 aajWwasatotzza^ agJft ltoMftraraCT 

IS 43 


)*> 90| LMICS AGRICULTURAL SOC FfCAP 
Lr*^J HDLE (CLASS E)£30OO2hi5ftK*ds 

1 21-4FF3 THDRSDW MGHI Bft 1 W&fflfd 0 12 0 -J Mob 

2 22WXB OMVNM8SW(R9rEasasr9U7 — ACMty 

3 55-1220 DE5BIT FORCE (8) (8f) G Fferm fi 10 12— Gvy l^om 

4 41350 NEBMUOD P0PPT (M) B fcfaqpt910Il.il CHdM 

5 500150 HOnftUC[ 219 GhkCaitdlDl(U)Bfi«MterB 

6 PS-3521 tMKTS SGCREfO (174) P) H AletandBt 5 ID 8 

7 PWflSP 1AF0W ■mU»D&nw 1 9105JEC^ jte (B 

8 34«30 S4SaWERCtt1«WP«efewy710S K ESafe 

9 240-144 CRKBT HORSE DANCER (182) F Man 9 101 

^ ^ p ' 

M? 6MP4P A0OBAMMZ (43) (CE?K Ato^iS 10 0 _Oenfe%rea ! 

UQ13-raO UGH PGNBKME 07) (D) J Qilrn 9 10 0 - i 

— — — - — — — — -jarBtborefta (5) i 

12630630- DOCTOR DURHUN (867) 0RUSVWKJ 8100 

JHdaelBreenip) ’ 

-12d«tetd- 

ltowr*#trlOlB»«*^fVrftirtoieSKai.DcxJDr£)uiWhSa 1 
■cnMGeS-l Dawn ABMfaa,4tna»teN|BiA 9-1 Derat tees, i 
T-l KaRddhM. 94 Swretore. 1M. Owy ftaa Drocre, teed- 1 

wood Pom, 12-1 uthen j 

r=fEf?l WHEATLEY PACKAGING NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS DJ £5^00 2m 4f 

1 U31F24 BQUXEN HEU0 (34)TEsBe<&y6 11 8 — RGanfty 

2 1«W CAPTAS MTCAPIAfli |S6) R aoitiomn 9 ID W — 

- . - -I so™ 

3 04IOLP CUVSMOOSE(Z7}J FfcGmtof 3 10 ID — EMM* 

4 2156P4 DHEAAI LEADER 01^ MHctelE 7 1010 _JMtBn 

5 03F.2UF OflJCflUEOT Ms sawn no IDJWtelSbest 

e - 4F6ET-4 eORSTSIftTHeSRile^i/lOlO XBtee 

7 OOQTO-F nEASURE CRDBE (24 J QastotM 7 10 10 

; NT Egan f7) 

8 5CABRKMT SAGA M Chapnan 7 10 10 


37 c ttMMWg W I ftffl tfB 6a«z»9 

aavraTa. CwgCtAflPto U4ett«re 


9 2Q40UU HJCTOUiraRRiNX(U) OMreoiHou^KinGlO 

10 . - JBebato Brewra (ft 

10 OD20P- PARSONS SEliE (449) Mrs CSoverar 9 105 

-- — MSbamdt 

-ifl kttoto - 

BBlWe: 44 Gcfcfea VWto, 7-2 Cfera Tniw . 7-1 ftrt/a Mytto. 
Orofc gftw, Orran Lewder. 20-1 Pwracca Be8«. 26-1 (Abort 

rx?5elUwM: group handicap chase 
(CLASS E) £ 4^200 2m If 110yds 

1 21-1133 watEHBrSAD(t7)tCftPBbauTnf 7 12 OJISrepto 

2 061413 &UALBMfiE{14fBf).IRBG«tllDllX2 JlBanMy 

3 311231 SOP® SHARP OaapjHOfcer 9 1013 Jte»40t«r 

4 623P02 BECOTO UNSI (1^ M Otapnan 7 IDO —-——. — 

5 STOOPS «AnCffi(rCfiAfeil.jMl9ioi> DUeffy 

-5 doctored - 

m*ma tae^ic lost Due hanttap eelffit teswf traer SsrSB. 
ftatfc Gere 90 a, 

BETTwa: 94 Dok toe*. 7-4 Mfettfay Said, 7-1 Super Step. 
14-1 Jtatnrf lore, 2S-1 ftotle Gist 

I ggg l WtUERS NH PLAT RACE (CLASS 
H) £hSOO added 1m 5f UOyds 

1 COCSr M»«0NM»GE(8BftDGeffl6ft6114Jl8iwfe 

2 Q0t> HAPWrDWSBU.gMKMzBn5M4£ CM | tf Ma | 

3 5 kM>SIML|48KU09n5U4JBrR-ftaatei(9 

4 20 W»£ roll (34) RCofcrs 5114 isappta 

s reer5jeyr&JB£rty5U4 narefty 

6 0 S1DNES8T (dft S Afcsre 5 11 4 K Bentley 

I 0 SURPMSE C BYRUAJUMainfl 11 -f OLwalqr 

B THE CHASE D Totk] 631 4- JHHeMoa[7] 

9 4 TW6R0KWFMk*y5U4 JtotowlflrawlS 

10 00 US0WCO(97)1THboh5114 

II 0 YIQSH ASSET (44) tt Wngn«6 11 4 JArAWWto (7) 

12 3 tKMKWVBQNflUAteUJfeeiyeiia.J’AlMa 

13 3 BESSKBROMC (37) CHuUwdS 10 13 JR teest 

14 oaiBtWAUrajWwMngriJlDlO-OweftSyrae 

15 MOttJWtBffwfilDlO B feaney (5 

dfi CLASSC JEWT i Csnari 4 10 5_T C UeDwgfiBo 

17 Bi«rflO«joesaiBi4MS nregmpi 

19 agaPBMgMfi BOPBJ 105 JBdtoi 

gETlWfc SO. Ferc/s Jcy. 33-2 The Gnwne. 6-1 Berate Bronte, 
13-2 WbedMflWta, 7-1 Jn*wH*ltobto7Bc«, 10-1 often 


HYPERION 

145 Spread Tiro Word 205 AwanU Express 
2J5Q Bear Claw 3J25 After The Fox 335 
Coof Gunner (Nb) 4L30 Maminy‘5 Choice 
5DQ Meneaonic 

GOING-' Good wSoft {Son bt a Tew places). 

■ Right-hand, undulating course- &j(T test of eoirunw. 

■ Courw to 5m iW of Esewr cm ASS. Exeter (Si Davits) 
is on main London (Paddington) to Cornwall rajhnty Hue. 
AMEISSION: Grandstand & Paddock S10; S3vcr (bug SB 
(aorampunod under-} 0* free} CAM MMK: ftee. 


BUNKSRBD FIRST TIME: Spread Ttoe Word (,1.46). 
ftXMNEBS IN 7HB LAST SEVEN UASSc None. 
UJNC-OJSTANOT KTJNNEKS; Foxl« Lad[ Mfi)& »te- 
iog light (4 .301 sent 144 mOes by D Ntotebm firam Tem- 
ple Ggtft fljife 

rT2E| IMS EXEIB? NCMCE HBLE (CLASS 
1_L_?J E) (DIV I) £2425 2m 3f UDyds 

1 06 CtHIMUIBI COUNIRV (31) C ft BatweB 6 112 

PHentoyffl 

2 WP3I OUHCXStllBLfBaO)FT U ciB8n2JtoGfinaI7) 

3 43-400 RSDESIAO (75) D Nchrfcon 6 11 2 RWmn 

4 00 LAMTOMANOSGEtfetetsS 13 2-MrTOeaato(7) 

5 OP MUCROFT REGATTA (1ft R After S 11 2 JAThorafea 

6 04 teSTK f«L (22) ft frtFJ G 11 2— IRttt 

7 ICAftty ALL RIGHT SmonEahe 8112 CKtede 

S OOP SUPRBE CBUSADSI (9ft W MdteQe-Oatos 6 11 2 

EByme 

9 00413 TOW ROWI (1ft (BR M Pipe *110 — A P McCoy 

10 5 SPROOTTCWOROO^ L6CODel5 10U 

MrLtofiHdV 

11 AQUA STAR A Duel 4 10 B IfrBItotM 

12 3 CRAMXM BOUBfADD (IS Mis J Ftoretl 4 10 9 

) Often* 

-12 dtetarwd- 

BEITING: 5-2 Cmfew Boatorad, U-4 tea ttamu, 5-1 Sgrtad 
IbeWoRt, frl fojes 1*1 8-1 Mystic HR, 14-1 often 

[OTrI «* EXEtBl NOVICE HDLE (CLASS 
E) (WV B) £2A3S 2m 3f UOyds 

1 2221 AVANfl EXPRESS (IB) C fiffirsn 7 11 B Osborne 

7 5Q2F XVU1R (HZ) (B) A Hcbtc 5 11 2 (tow 

3 FRO MR UNHY (ft J Nefte 6 11 2 TBawwateffl 

4 PPP BOOTH (ft L Waring 8 11 2 MMftMDB 

5 CP-304 SlffllP0Bir(22)RFit«6112 ITOM 

E 2-PP XAU1 BAt3((B7 ) M*b HK n«p» 5 112 IFTVffy 

J 0 CUUM (38) R Small 5 10 11 — CMetale 

8 SOUZa(RQLGCKsel510U OBwrarafS) 

9 40&50 STOUT IEVEL (2ft J Payne 9 ID 11 MrRPayM 

10 32 GWEAf®T«tEClS)lBf)MPipe410B JLPlfcCay 

11* 00 TMIffD IMS) (22) R Bale 4 IDS VSHUmy 

-11 Hectored - 

BETJW& 94 totetl Eajaere. 4-1 Ore Aad DIM, S-l Teto Baft, 
12-1 Split LewL Staer Mat. 14-1 KHrai, 19-1 athere 

f gRS l DIAMOND EDGE NOVICE CHASE 
I "VI (CLASS E) £4/175 2m 7f 110yds 

1 1-1F32F PlEASWE SHARED Mm BftPHattt 9118... 


2 42-1131 CAMLETS CRUSADED (3D) D GanWfc 6 11 3^ 


3 3M4F1 SI0RMir5UHBEI(4fttirDerMlDll3 JtoTDaBftp) 

4 ivyvf BEAR CUW (10) 0 Showud B 11 2 — lOftomB 

5 Miff DQCIRA (7) £ Earle 7112 SMcfel 

a 40-33 KIM DBLEGHT (ft M Ffoe 7 112 CKaato 

T3J0W IMUTOOD CASTLE f^R After 7 13 2 — ATborabn 

8 2FWW flAISHIA«£TMP)WB08U2 .JBHMftft 

9 00800 IKIHKEfttZ2}MHaaorvB&&ll? BPowft 

10W5-2O 5SasrB»OJ)K)B*ft7aj2.-Wl«EtelMd 
11 F S0.VBiHU.(ftMisSmtenS71011 — Rftwewa 

-litfecfered- 

BEmffi: 94 CNfttt Cmsader, M Pfeabat St*red, A-iBrer 
One, G-lbaSaaMVR. 19-1 MatonodCiciUa. 20-1 4tben 


53=] SITWELL ARMS NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS 0 £4/175 2m 2f 

1 4-44005 CJGNMVUBOY lift Clanei 9 U 10^_ JAEJm 

2 6-32F33 AlffiOl SPARK (44) (BF) D Gsrdato 8 11 5 

— 9 Bradley 

3 3IM0 TRAIL BOSS (118) Mss H Kntfa 6 115. iFlfttoy 

42-22UB SftHOPS CXSIl£ (3ft (ft R Fioa 9 11 4 most ; 

5 603331 5DPERRTQ1AST(10) BRtftng9 111 T tofts 

G 1-FP224 AFTOTIHE FtB (9) (BF) N Han** 10 1011 ! 

AtoJ Rzzrad (7) 

7 U530PO CfUrirs CHOKE (23) G Hem 8 10 1 ^-SBORONft 

8 04U-P50 CHUMaOHTS pft KSshop 7100 G Tenney B 

9 65-0026 MHAH TEMPLE Oft K Bftbp G 10 0 RGnew 

10 WK ALPWESONG(lftMaVS»pnenBl210O — — _ 

«Ber v StBftHM 

HOOP TOP GEMH MET (22) Iks N DurireU 6 10 0_ Jk Praetor 
-Udectored- 

AIMnurnMstipciQa True hanfiesy? ac^c; Cn» Hojffgs 5» 12R 
Iretton Tempfe 9a SO. AfiAie SbnJ 8 CetnU Wtef Bsf 5fe 
BEmife 9-1 ABterSyaiW, 5-1 TMI teiw, Ur2 After The RblS- 
1 Bfftopa dtsflo, 7-1 Cawana Bqy, Sfew tftctoaL 12-lothera 


o"cE] enmsH raong cams hamncap 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £ 3^50 added 
2m 3f 110yds 

1 123TO6 POBRMOOR PDHCE (2ft R (Vast 6 11 10__ J test 

2 0533-15 1R0UVAUE (22) Anfiew TisikS 6 11 2 L Haney 

3 SaWS THE BABG8IAH (42) 0 Gsndorio 9 11 1 _D tad (S) 

4 2224? DEVON PEASANT (23 L £ Crttrft 5 11 1 

MrlJeHnd 

5 iRM-15 FRB*>LTII(ISE(35)(Bf5MApe8U0 

A P McCoy 

GUU-eUM COOL GUNNER (2Bt (ft J Kng 7 10-1 CMtefe 

-Gdedarad- 

BETTWS: 9-1 Derew Pewsrafl. T^TnwaBe, 4-1 (feel Gcraor. 
94 Fdentft House, 6-1 The Bargeman, MPftrenoar Mur 


f/L'^nl WEATHERSYS BULLETIN MAGA- 
1 -~rrJ ZWE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4/775 added 2m 3f UOyds 

1 US-1235 SHDWC USHT ft4) (BF) 0 ffenten 8 120 

2 19-1231 LMK AMOXROin (JO) G MeCcut 7 11 9 16ai — 

J> Raff (ft 

3 tVllPte MAMMYtSCHOBECniBftRAItorTlOS^AItsaftfe 

4 2-41422 Wt PLAYFUL (9) (ft R Fits 7 10 5 IftoGt 

-id aia a l - 

EETTfffi; 7-4 laacw Anastnaft, 2-1 Shtomf UftS, 9-2 Ur Ptagr- 
■fuU, 11-2 ffiaareytoCfiftto 


[C"nnl ENJOYMENT OP KING AN OWNER 
1. ™V J NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E)£2j92S 

added 3m 2f 

1 14F102 SCOIBY (BCL) (20) R Bucvter 7 U8 BPttefl 

2 6134CP AKffMANN (US4) (29) IC) M Pipe 7 11 2 -9 Boom B 

3 MQl NND BERK (44) P Hobbs 6 11 2 A P McCoy 

4 2 2*150 SPACEAGE COLD [22J (D) J OO S 112 GUptDO 

5 30-60 BANK KVSflJE (S^ J Pbnan 6 10 10— H Fvitte 

8 60*0 COOtE Cf^Ry (27) C Band 7 10 1P_. .8 JohnKBi 

7MP0R> DECEIT 7JC SECOND QS) Pfibrffcro 5 ID ID 

SBwnqft 

84&1240 FUSHMAMOS1 9(KMft|n710 10JlfrJLLtowftn 

9 O' HAD LME [UJ66) M Coacrte? 10 10 _Jfe LJeflanl 
10P6G-G34 IOCKSAL SIS' (M) D GandqBb 7 10 ID — CBmSey 

U63-C35 AENBOMC 120) R Ahsr 7 10 ID PHentoyR) 

12MP65P ABMMftL (1ft R Bftfe 5 10 10 YSWtery 

13 pcusauNJ««7i0iO -C Mattie 

1440S20F BUUWB MBMOE (IB) (BF) Mrs R Hendason S 10 5 

J) grater (ft 

IS TO <BNfiSUWB(7ftUHpe9l05 fiSftpfeff) 

IS POP SUU < SD8EWQ$)GHem8105 RCnrtM 

-lSdactirtd- 

BCTTBiar U4JBret Oerfc. 7-2S0Dtty, 5-lRKk^eww. 7-1 Let 
tori tera.MM>w««fcMS(BcaBac GWd, Ifl-lBb Unt H ha di. 

20-1 often 


HYPERION 

3-50 Doran nie 2J20 Nooran 2-55 BANG IN 
TROUBLE (nap) 3.30 Disco Des Mottes 
<LOO Denim Blue 435 SolsgirtlT 

GOING: SdH t.ttood to Soft m pfarwt. 

■ Left-hand sEltofimg course; nut-m 'Jlfh-ds 

■ Coarse bE of town on A7 p ^l. Ajt tenon iww from 
Gtosffmr) J j7>, ADMISSION: >>c<™*»ur?S7 WATsS I » 
CAR PARK: Free. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAI’S. None. 
LONG-OBTAN€£ SONNESS: Hnrfsoa Bay 7Vreferi -J.v.t 
sent 199 mfleg by P Bcamn onl from B raniMw. N Vftrtialuri 

(4 cnl LOCH BOON ‘NH 1 MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2,700 added 2m 

1 6-5 AUtiROOKCllft AWnkrsSllS . 0 Pater 

2 2D-UF3 CARLISLE awaKTO'S CM) (BF) J Berry 5 11 j 

M Motanoy 

3 003 C0nSTQWNBOV(13)mStoa(lxf<«6n&... - 

— M Feeler 

4 393 DERAM4E (27) G Srtanfe SUB ADobbto 

5 00 IAHVtSMtsgjaerien5Ll6..- hJatncwr 

6 PRKZOFTHnCMsjGwdlftM eilS jGCfti 
T OStXP- CBBBEIMMfnig2ftDffcoerBona 113-JBwte 
B P CTO)UOTtftBCCDet(27)AWitois5n2J ; PWBll 

9 044622 LUMACXUUNUOlBMeaaefiBnT 113 JStorey 

10 OD400F MEADOHILECK 124) W Tcurig A 11 3 PCfebary 

U 20 (ME STOP (21) U Bmes 4 10 9 STaytarlS) 

-Udndared- 

BCnwfc 2-1 DraiHde, 3-1 Cafide BareHto-s, T-2 Uanbaft Lady, 
7-1 Cottstawa Boy, 14-1 Atolawfi. la fBvtora, 19-1 mtien 

r?~Of\\ JOHN BROWN MEMORIAL NOVICE 
[r^rSLl CHASE (CLASS E) £4J500 2m 

1 1033F1 9MGnE5W(Sft(ftPUnBm7U!0.Aaftte 

2 3501-F1 REALTOMC (3) G REtete 7 11 10 PCatWny 

3 SU2-0D ARA80H AMI (7) P Murrain 9 11 4 — U Motoocy 

4 fTO-FOO CORSIW JOKER (39) LLngp 7 11 4 J Cftapm 

5 4tYaC3 NOORANpOl AVUtiSsraS 11 4 B Storey 

6 OTO-OOF SHJT UP gft LA? E Mqs oip 810 13 — A Jobneon 

BETTING: M Real Tonfc, 7-2 Nome. 4-1 Are0ar Ayr. 92 Sago* 
StreL lfrl Cowoo ioter, 33-1 Shut Up 

Vccl JAMES BARCLAY HANDICAP NUR- 
l.rr^T,l DIE (CLASS D)£4/XK) 3m 110yds 

1 371313 MBUTARV «*DB« (8)(C DBF) G ftcratt li 12 0 

— — PCmtenj 

2 OT320P6 BANG W TROOGLE tUJ (C) J J 0 NeA € 116 

R UoGrfeb (5) 

3 1SQU1 TRBUW Oft (ft C-DroreDfi 6 II6160) J4 Foster 


025-OC LEADING PBOSPBn'Om »!rt JGwSfA’u If U - 13 

- ,.R Hanodis [7) 

6 5C>0:K sworn LAO till FSr*i6 oil'll.^ ..0 Bemfey 
6 %^6 FESTIVAL FANCY (71 5 KH-twar 10 TO 9 Glee® 

« 0 3i5£e, HUDSON BAV TRADES (8) (D) P?ea.-WTI 10100 

. -llKBPtobum 

e- 'iCJ: SUMV LETm (24) p t#yr.yr. C 10 0 — A Dobbin 
-Bdrcbred- 

'.IiiirTr,«’i zvfrs 103 Tm .harucJo Sumv iffl si* I0lt 

BETTWGC 2-1 Trttane. 7-2 Uflfoay Academy. 6-1 Banc In Trouble. 
7-2 Soaddy lad. Sarny Iftdr. Nukoe Bay Trader. 10-1 others 

pa'ool ARTHUR CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS DJ £5fiQ0 2m 4f 

1 20-&1 DISCO DE5 MOTTES {3t {D> G ’■ecro’cs f 11 12 

_ PGatbeny 

2 5-Jlfl5 MONTRAtC {131 (CD BF) PMyaec- 9 11 10 -A Dobbin 
a 3-30641 SOLBA (11) tCOi i! ParKa 5 11 o -4&i- .0 Ptotis B 

4 12531 NWiFVaiS(l0)GLii'«Kre6ll :-5e<j,jcaiaeiBii 

5 CTO4-ir PETER (2T\ (D) [’ Whaam 9 1C !0 . ...-DBertfey 

- 5 declared - 

aerrmci J-i Oeco 0e» Mnttec, 3-1 Sofoa. 7 2 Twin Faffs, 9-2 
Mmtnw, 8-1 Peter 

TaKI AYRSHIRE AGRICULTURAL ASSO- 
!___— lJ OATTON NOVICE HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £1,800 2m 5f 110yds 

1 30E.F. CANNY CHROtffiHG (364) Lire C Zsriixi ? 11 10.. 

J* A Parker (7) 

2 H'-M- DOM BLUE (1.187) Miss P ftohsen 61110.- .. 

- .._ — -JfweP Robson {SI 

3 Ol- EU PSatANPAH 1931) Mn Jean 7 11 lfl 

Mr 6 Robson (7) | 

4 oa fWE0JSWF|142a Aa^vryU lOJfrN Wbang? 

5 JltXXi- PLAHMNG GAIN (325) lbs 1 “iciartls 6 11 10 . _ 

Nr H Braifiiume 77) 

6 WOOOT DARE P t*je®am T U 10 ... 

Mr Chris IWtitn (71 

7 MOUY GREY P rAntertr. 6US __J4rRHatotS) 

- 7 doctored - 

BETTING; 94 Frozen SOfl. 2-1 Demm Btoe. 7-1 Efi Peckmaab. 
10-1 Woody On, 12 1 UqOy (bey, Ptanojnj gain. S-l Canny 
Chnmiefe 

Tqcl DOON NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
IT - J (CLASS DJ £3,750 added 2m 

1 hi?) ^IMUJCtl-JjflaiDnaSthatSo’ii: -PCabeny 

2 4.-3Ci4ir. PHAD ECHO (14) (Cl l Lunfs j iUS . M Foster 

3 P.1U75 KEMO SABO (271 (DI C Paivjr 5 11 5 D Parte* B 

4 DPJ11 SOLSCXTH 1241 ICOl J ■Sam, i 10 7 „_B Storey 

5 0S-3SK BEL'S PRDE 111) P MJt» i? 10 5^C McCotnadi (7) 

6 60055 MB«Aia02)P(7ie«r»Dijff;r ITJ.... GCah* 

7 0004 SHAKE RIMER (U21 (BF) G ^re- 5 101— ... 

. . Jl Dobbin 

8 000 ON TW OFF CHANCE (20) Llirp? 10 0. . .. 

... I tanfine m 

-6 doctored - 

BOT*HL- 7-SSokgmh. 4-1 Ph» Echo, Skane River. 02 torvawta. 
5-1 Kamo Saba 8-1 Ueoftfl. 101 often 


Helissio limbers up 


Helissio, the Prix de f Arc 
de Uiomphe winner, ex- 
ercised oa lhe track in 
Dubai yesterday but is 
not yet a confirmed run- 
ner for lhe World Cup on 
29 March. 

Europe’s highest -rated 
horse of 1996 breeaed a 
mile and cruised past bis 
lead horse, Al Jaihaab, at 
the two-furlong marker. 


Elie Lellouche. his 
trainer, has voiced doubts 
about Helissio's nbiJitt' n> 
act on sand. 

Bijou d'lndc. Even Top 
and Flemensfirth. ihrcc of 

the British- trained con- 
tenders for the World 
Cup, warmed up for the 
race yesterday. Singspiei 
had a’ day off after work- 
ing on W’ednesduv 
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sport 


FOOTBALL: Ferguson's side may have come of age in Europe after (earning from previous misadventures, says Glenn Moore 


United surpassing 


dub’s old masters 


__ In the wake of 

J Ma nchcsler Unit- 
•» ' v i ed's stunning 4-0 

win over Porto in 
the European 
Champions' League quarter-fi- 
nal on Wednesday night, some 
commentators evoked the 
memory of another great Unit- 
ed performance against a Por- 
tuguese side, the 5-1 victory over 
the Lisbon Lions against Ben- 
fica 31 years ago. 

Non; this is not to denigrate 
that performance, away from 
home against u wonderful team, 
hut there is no comparison. 
On Wednesday's display the 
contemporary United would 
have slaughtered the learn of 
Best. Law and Charlton. 

Heresy? Watch the games on 
video. Much of the earlier 
match was played at near walk- 
ing pace and. though there was 
a lot of largely unpunished bru- 
tal fouling, space in most parts 
of the pitch was widely available 
and Benfica's defensive mark- 
ing was diabolical. 

Wednesday’s match was 
played at high speed through- 
out with players closed down the 
moment they had possession. 
United's work-rate was as phe- 
nomenal as their skill and 
movement. As Gary Pad lister, 
who illustrated United's confi- 
dence with one second-half 
breuk-ouu said; "It was a bit like 
watching Juventus against us in 
Turin. Everyone chased the ball 
and hunted down any Porto 
player who had it." 

Obviously, given modern 
training methods and playing 
disciplines, most of the old 
masters would be as impressive 
as their successors. Applica- 
tion is easier to instil than skill, 
though not everyone ean man- 
ace it. Even so. the contrast 


demonstrates just how much the 
game has moved on and just 
how good modem football, for 
all its critics, is. 

Wednesday night also sug- 
gested that, with astute man- 
agement and intelligent play. 
English clubs can again match 
the best in Europe. It is a 
dozen seasons since an English 
dub, Liverpool, reached the last 
four of the Champions' Cup. 
That season ended in tragedy 
and exile at Heysel. Since Eng- 
lish teams returned to the com- 
petition in 1992. Arsenal, 
Leeds, Manchester United 
twice, and Blackburn had all 
JaDed to even reach the last four. 

Now United, barring a cata- 
strophe in Oporto in 12 days' 
time, will be there. They would 
meet either Borussia Dort- 
mund or Auxerre. the German 


side lead 3-1 from the first leg 
but will hove the dismissed Ste- 
fan Reuter suspended for the 
second. Yesterday Uefa were 
not sure if his suspension would 
also affect the semi -final. Who 
plays at home first will be de- 
cided by a draw in a fortnight. 

United would then be two 
games away from what would be 
a very emotional final - the 
game is to be played in Munich, 
the city in which the Busby 
Babes died. 

Manchester United's victory 
was a triumph for Alex Fergu- 
son's tactical awareness and 
his players' ability to leam from 
their earlier European misad- 
ventures. While it was the style 
of their victory which caught the 
eye. their defensive concentra- 
tion was equally impressive and 
just as crucial! After an early 


■ In such an important game 
and against a team with such 
a great record, it has to be one 
of the best performances since 
I came here. Alex Ferguson. 

■ It was a lot better than' we 
dreamed of. Doing Doubles, 
winning championships, and 
cups and having good runs in 
Europe is what every chairman 
is looking foe Martin Edwards, 
United chief executive. 

■ it was like the 1960s aU over 
again. The players were mag- 
nificent in the way they ap- 
proached the match and the 
fans went wilder jbxI wilder with 
every goal. The whole of Europe 
will be frightened to death, ft 
will take a miracle for them not 
to go through now. Paddy 
Crarand, midfield schemer in 
the great side of the 60s. 


BfAttfisdub the European Cup 
is the one thing that will always 
be shoved down our throats. 
Even when we win the domestic 
league, we’re told we’re not true 
worthy champions because 
weVe not done it tn Europe. The 
desire to put that right bums 
within all of us. Then We want 
to win the world championship 
- that’s the desire you have to 
have to succeed at the high- 
est level. Gary PaHister. 

■ Wednesday was a good per- 
formance, but it’s only half the 
loaf for us so we're not getting 
carried away. Andy Cole. ' 

■ We wiH try to do our best to 
give United a proper &me in 
the home leg. We hope to 
improve our footbaS so that waT 
be a better team in the futurel 
Antonio Oftveina, Porto coach. 


stutter they locked Porto out 
completely. The match may 
come to be seen as a turning 
point for Ferguson’s United, a 
coming of age. 

Alex Ferguson will have been 
particularly pleased at the way 
his team kept going. He con- 
tinually complains that they 
struggle to kill off reams and. at 
half-time, one wondered if they 
could retain the tempo, con- 
centration and passion. 

The only blot was a silly and 
out-of-character booking for De- 
nis Irwin, for kicking the ball 
away. United stiD have the best 
disciplinary record of the eight 
remaining sides. Though suffer- 
ing seven bookings - Irwin. 
David Beckham, Enc Cantona, 
Roy Keane, Gary Neville, Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer and Jordi 
Cruyff - they have yet to suffer 
a suspension. Porto, who will 
have trace players suspended for 
the second leg have had 16 yel- 
low cards and Alletico Madrid 20. 

It is this type of discipline 
which is likely to gain England 
an extra Uefa Cup place as one 
of the top three countries in the 
European fair-play league. 
They are currently first. 

Incidentally, if United win the 
cup and also finish in the first 
two of the domestic league, as 
seems likely. England will not 
be given a third place in the ex- 
panded Champions' League 

United’s win will have given 
Glenn HoddJe mixed feelings. 
While the national coach will 
have been delighted at the per- 
formances of the five English 
players, the victory increased the 
likelihood that tncy will not be 
available to him this summer. 

Ferguson's threat to withdraw 
his players from the French 
tournament to rest them may 
seem unnecessary to some. Af- 



ter all even if United win the 
European Cup they will only 
p]ay 54 matches this season in- 
cluding the Charity Shield. No 
Premiership side, not even 
Wimbledon, wiH play 60 while 
Everton will play just 42. When 
Tottenham won the Uefa Cup 
in 1973 they played 70. 


However, we come back to 
the speed of the modem game. 
“It has got faster and more phys- 
ical," said Pallister, no stranger 
to overuse injury, “yet we still 
play 50 games a season. I don’t 


to keep voicing their opinion 
that we play too much. There 


is enough money in the Pre- 
miership how to allow the 
league to be streamlined. ” 

Dream on. liking away two 
home games would cost Unit- 
ed nearly £2m in gatereceipts 
and spin-off income.- For them 
that can. be counterbalanced 
by the £10m added to their 


Mixed emotions beneath the crooked spire 



Chesterfield Foot- 
ball Club were 
founded in 1866. 
Until this season, 
the furthest they 
had progressed in the FA Cup 
was the fifth round in 1933. 1938 
and 1950. On Sunday they play 
Wrexham in the sixth, a game 
that has an almost unassailable 
claim to be the biggest in their 
history. So how would Craig 
Thomas, editor of the dub's 
fanzine, greet the team's man- 
ager, John Duncan, if they met 
in the street? Thomas would like 
to strangle him. 

Such an action would come as 
no great surprise to regular lis- 
teners to Praise or Grumble. Ra- 
dio Sheffield's football phone-in. 
There. Chesterfield fans have es- 
tablished a formidable reputation 
as world-class grumblers. Faults 
a re found even in famous victo- 
ries. and the run in the Cup has 
been accompanied by a stream 
of complaints about iickci allo- 
cation. Indeed if the enduring co- 
nundrum that is a football club's 
relationship with its fans is ever 
ehrenided in a book. Chesterfield 
deserve a chapter of their own. 

Not that Thomas, a history 
teacher at a local school, sees 
himself as a moaner. But. for 
nearly three years now, he has 
passionately taken Duncan to 
task for playing a defensive, 
long-half game that has brought 
some success but precious little 
entertainment. 

Writing in the excellent 
Cmoked Spirile - a fanzine in the 
traditional mould lots of dense- 
ly packed type, a couple of 
photocopied pictures with cap- 
tions on them, and not a sheaf 
of glossy paper in sight - when 
the Cup run got under way. he 


rashly predicted Chesterfield 
would defy history and make the 
third round of the FA Cup. They 
had done so just 1 1 times in. the 
previous 45 years, an achieve- 
ment that would in itself make 
the season memorable. 

Yet with the dub now three 
rounds further, Thomas sees no 
reason to temper his views. “I 
am not going to be bought off 
by a Cup rua " he said this week. 
“It’s such a patronising attitude: 
we'll have a good Cup run, so 
everything's OK. Well, we have 
to watch them for the other 50 
or so games a season, and the 
football is terrible." 

Would he like to see Duncan 
sacked? “Thai's very difficult, be- 
cause who's to say we ll get any- 
one belter. There are so many 
lemons out there. It's not just 
Duncan. It's the board that 
would decide and wc have no 
faith in them.” 

Tell Thomas that Chester- 
field. who are 1 1th in the Sec- 
ond Division, have the third 
best defensive record in Lhe 
League, and he counters by 
pointing out that they are the 
third lowest scorers in the Na- 
tionwide. 

Nor is he appeased by the 
second-half performance which 
disposed of Nottingham Forest 
in the fifth round, and im- 
pressed a watching nation on 
Match of the Day. “We kept the 
ball. If we could play like that 
every week there wouldn't be an 
issue." 

Stuart B assort, Thomas' pre- 
decessor in the editor’s chair, 
shares his opinion, but both ac- 
knowledge that there are plen- 
ty who take the contrary view 
in a controversy - at rimes 
more Witergate that Saltergate 


- which frequently finds its way 
on to the Internet. 

Mick Saigerson has yet to en- 
gage in that debate, but at 67 the 
reu'red engineer represents the 
case for Duncan's defence. “I 
don’t think some give John 
Duncan the credit he deserves. 
The team hasn't been given 
enough credit for being intelli- 
gent and good enough to play 
according to the tactics that the 
manager decides,” he said. 

Sargerson, who has followed 
the team since the 1930s, was at 
Bolton when the First Division 
leaders were beaten 3-2 in the 
fourth round. “1 have never 
been so proud of the Chester- 
field team as I was that night at 
Bolton." 

Cup fever is a strange mala- 


FA CUP COUNTDOWN 



Matt Tench hears why not all 
Chesterfield fans are happy despite 
reaching the FA Cup quarter-finals 


dy, though. On a bright spring 
day this week there were few 
overt signs that the local foot- 
ball dub were approaching the 
biggest game in their bistoiy. 

The ribbons in the butcher's 
window, so beloved by televi- 
sion producers, were conspic- 
uous by their absence, as were 
youngsters wearing Town shirts 
in the busy Market Square 
(they are sriU known as “Town", 
long after the name was 


dropped from their official ti- 
tle). Yet. in conversation, it 
does seem to be the talk of 
north Derbyshire. There is a 
special edition of the local pa- ' 
per, the team have produced a 
cup record and the demand for 
rickets has prompted the club 
to bring in extra staff. 

The decision to move the 
game back to Sunday morning, 
at the request of the police, has 
caused a certain amount of 


consternation, as has the fact 
that it will only be televised live 
in Wales (some of the ticketless 
are planning a day trip to the 
PrindpaJicy). 

.Come the big day, though, 
most of the Sunday leagues 
will kick off at nine, though - 
disappointingly - the. Solemn 
Mass at the I^nsfa Church of St 
Mary and All Saints, whose 1 
crooked spire is Chesterfield’s 
most notable landmark, goes 
ahead as normal at 11am: 

To the question as to whether 
Chesterfield is a footballing 
town there was a mixed re- 
sponse. Thomas felt it was, and 
that in recent rimes he detect- 
ed more interest from the chil- 
dren at school. Sargerson was 
not so sure. Gates are around 



Dancing off the streets: FA Cup fever has been bard to find in Chesterfield (own centre Photograph: David Ashdown 


4^000, up oniastseason, but wdl 
ddwnj for instance, on .the 
11^000 or so thatsaw theBburtfo 
Division championship won 
bade in 1970. No one doubted 
‘ that the closure of all the local 
coal mines - once there were 27 
pits in the smronnding area, now 
rhere are none -^had ah impact 

In the club’s bar Roy Bollard, 
.himself an ex-miner, said many 
could no longer afford to go. 
“Once upon a time it was five 
to 10 bob to get into a football 
match. Now, tfafetbergoeswith 
his son, it’s the best-pact of 20 
quid. The 7 84 strike decimated 
this town. Everybody was pen- 
niless. It broke up marriages and 
broke up communities and af- 
fected the football dub.” > 

As the team's unofficial his-, 
torian, Stuart Basson is able to 
lead Chesterfield’s current suc- 
cess a little perspective. There 
was a brief golden period from 
the mid-30s to 1951, when as 
members of the old Second Di- 
vision the likes of Newcastle, 
Manchester United and Spurs 
were regular visitors. But for 
the last 40 years the chib have 
bounced between the Third 
and Fourth. Divisions (or Sec- 
ond and Third in the post- Pre- 
mier world) and, FA Cup aside, 
they most have set some sort 
,of record in the League Cup in 
all its guises, with a best-over 
run to the fourth round iri 
1965.- 

The best Chesterfield player 
of all time, Basson reckons, was ' 
Herbert Munday, a- regular 
goaiscorer .around the turn of 
the century. “Unquestionably, ' 
if he had played rathe Fast Di- 
. vision he would have played for 
England.™ 

The dub’s most flamboyant 


David May (centre) celebrates his goal for United on Wednesday with Eric Cantona. . Photograph: David Ashdown 


share value within half ah 
hour of : the Stock Exchange 
opening yesterday morning in 
the aftermath of Wednesday’s 
win, but not many clubs have 
that luxury. They are no more 
likely to give up those games 
than United are to surrender 
their lead. 


character, in Hasson's view, 
dates back even further. By 
the time the goalkeeper Char- 
lie Bunyan joined Chesterfield 
m -1892, he had already fa- 
mous^ conceded those 26 goals 
when .playing for Hyde United 
against Prestom 
: His fame (fid hot end there. 
“He was always in trouble with 
the authorities when with us. 
He ran a pub where the fans 
used to congregate, and used to 
tell them what was really going 
on.” ’. •. • 

The consensus this week was 
that, oftbe modem Chesterfield 
teams, the present side ate bet- 
ter defensively but not as good 
overall as the Arthur Cox ads 
which won the Angto-Soottish 
Cup 1101981 (bearing Raqgeis on 
' the way), though better than the 
one whose 4-4' draw. at Airfield 
hastened GraemeSouness's de- 
parture. 

Wrexham, who have a good 
record against Chesteffiekt m 
recent years, -are feared -far 
more than Forest, who had 
been beaten in a pre-season tes- 
timonial and were considered 
ripe for the taking. The absence . 
of Darren Can:-, and Kevin 
Davies, sent off in the bisnri vyitb . 
Plymouth 13 days’ ago, iabound 
to affect them-- especially 
paries, who is the duf’s most 
skilful player. He scored a hat- 
trick at Bolton. : s *.•» ' • - V. " 
- To haveany chance, it looks 
as though 1 . John Duncan 'wifi 
have to inspire another rear- 
guard action-Tf he does, -how- 
ever, Craig Thomas vnll not be 
complaining. ‘fTheCup is dif- 
ferent," he said. “T dOo’t care ' 
hpw weiwin. mtfieCXip.We'H - 
leave the cer^ral -s&m uotil 
later.* 7 - : •: ; -V. 
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SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 




SKI HOTUNE 


AROUND THE RESORTS 


from 180-4- resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or tax: 


0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-glance fax guide to snow 


wide: 

0897 500 601 


SKI FAX 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SKIFAX- the ski facts: 

0897 300 301 


SKICODES 


For a fax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 
0990 100 843 


Resort Comment 

ANDORRA 

Area 

open 

Last 

9"0*» 

iMT 

cm 

Upp Forecast 
cm 

Pm. Hsuvj. to «er caorois 

Grau Rolg &£* al .UtmiJe 

AUSTRIA 

I!W 

lews 

15J 

S3 

100 

1ATJ Mart/tomf 
155 Sunshuw 

Alpbadi Bed or Vtedasbergartiom 

m 

27.2 

s 

50 Bn3rt sunny 

Fmkeuberg ........Heavy snow at at levels 

CANADA 

90\ 

2TJ 

5 

60 {fearvsnam 

lake Umm Etceflem throughout the area 100 % 

FRANCE 

5-3 

135 

ITOSunny sqetls 

Alps D'Hmb ^osj skang on Lo Sawnna 

94% 

27.2 

306 

250 Clear, sunny 

Stgentm piqw at amtuae 

ITALY 

tm 

27.2 

35 

310 Manly surmy 

BartmeceMa ...A&i uo an Janerau 

loot 

24J 

120 

240 Mostly dear 

Bomig Lfcrtr Sopes wst and Daicfty JjOO% 

SLOVENIA 

26^ 

10 

200 Mostfv Sunny 

Kinmpm Gore .. .Runs closed, very little aw* 
SWITZERLAND 

0\ 


5 

5 PLCIaudv.WM 

Gmxtefwafti ........ Some lower runs ektsod 



5 

UrJMosSfv army 

Wostan 5on>- vj Be* runs ckwd 

UNITS) STATES 

95.S 

S3 

20 

195 Sunsnree 


MejMmne .&ioflcw««*W!J*Dui 9 wui 

KBinglan loose granule sna® 

cs* no&r MnngmBia»h«jJibi6g»afctrqp?£w»>5ai«aCUrW’Cat»Jal»aga 


10C*> 

95^ 


A3 

i-2 


180 

no 


183 Oou&'srn* 
203 SraKUwrs 


tenaPiWiM-Hafcfc* 09X>13334£ 





Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 14 







The Black Sea town of Sochi, 
once a favourite resort with the 
Soviet Union's communist elite, 

[ is facing a footballing invasion 
when the 1997 Russian League 
season opens next week. 

No fewer than eight clubs 
I have been ordered to play their 
' first two home games on neu- 
tral grounds after failing to in- 
stall undersoil beating, as the 
Russian authorities ttytoelim- 
j inate postponements due to 
I frozen phenes. 

I Sochi’s Central stadium, 
stages four matches on the first 
I weekend of the season: Sochi’s 
|- own dub, Zhemcbuzhioa, boa 
the champions, Spartak Mos- 
J cow, and Rotor Volgograd play 
Cbernomorets Novorosaisk on 
16 March. Tbe following day 
Dynamo-Gazonnk Tyumen 
meet Rostselmash Roslov-and 
Fakel Mimnezh play Zenit St 
Pdei^utg.AitotbCTdub.Shin- 
hik Yaroslavl liom the northern 
Volga, will play their first 
“home** game against Torpedo 
Moscow at Krasnodar. 

Rotor Volgograd are most 



GROUND THE 
WORLD 


djspIeased’TbeVrfwtecfty has 

waited all through a long win- 
ter to see Rotorplay and tiiis 
dedaon is not in the . interests 
of football,* AlesanjJtt'Tlaviw, 
a dub official,- said.. - : - 


Albania 


FA to probe Altrincham Irbuble 


Non-League notebook 


RUPERT METCALF 


Two Albanian .Wbrld Gup qual- 
ifying matches will be moved, 
from the : troufeted KUtem cotm- 
tty and played in neutral coira^ 
tries, rifa ruled yesterchyc 
Albania’s 29 March . hoinel 
game against Ukrameandthe 
2 April game against Germany 
be staged at venues to be : 
today. 

Rupert Metcalf 


The Football Association is to 

hold an inquiry next Wednesday 

into the disorder that mam ari last 

weekend’s FA Umfcffo Ttoptay tie 

between Altrincham and Bish- 

op Auckland. The match was 

suspended for 24 minutes by the 

referee after away supporters al- 

legedly attacked police, and 
eight fans were arrested. 
Bishop Auckland's president, 

Brian Newton, apologised for 

the conduct of his club's fans 

yesterday. “The club wishes to 

place on record it totally de- 
plores the actions of a minori- 
ty of people at the game whose 
actions are a total discredit to 
football,” he said. 

It has also emerged that a 
bizarre fracas involving players 
took place after the game. Two 
years ago Bishop Auckland 
were taken to court tty a Mac- 
clesfield Town player, George 
Shepherd, who had had his leg 


broken] 

ops. Without insurance, the 
County Durham club laced 
bankruptcy, so they launched a . 
fund-raising campaign, erf which 
the highlight was a friendly- 
against Manchester UidlecL 
They ndsed £39,000^ wfoch paid 
for an out-of-court settiememi. : 

Fit again. Shepherd now" 
plays for Altrincbanvafld last 
Saturday was the first time he 

akA. i.:. 


tTmcbam.-piayec ran -up from 
behind pntr» our players and 


_ "IbttyLee, 

their mapager*jsau£ - . 

. • ~ : An FA oScSl who witnessed 



ty knockedto the ground as the 
players came tohlows - has cora- 
tribution.to Wednesday's ul- 


o 


injury. Hegave away tbepenal- 

the game, whit^BS^Svyck-; 
land wofr.despicer having .two - 
men sent offi V ' v - . ' 

.After .the match^ShQihfird- 
apparently canto to. bfowswith 
a Bishops player, .George. 
Adams, Ul the cfoffi- riar n artr.. 
Both sides_ are blaming -each ■ 
other Altrini±azB^i^zanmafi,V 

Gerry Berman, has reportedly.: 

claimed that Shepheru was as- 
saulted after leaving the Moss 
Lane clubhouse. ' .... .1'. 

The Bishop Auckland -line is 
that Shepherd started the fight 


. by both dubs^~ - ••./ 

. ^ * ytadarfech- 


Mp probe their pitch at 

eld. st^dhrm, riterThes- 
. day’s GM- Vkushafl Conference 
was'aban-' 



mtheplayfog surface, i; 

./ The temhlehasbeen Warned 
cm the collapse of- an under-. 


are resting to the same ^ 


USed 

rfmeairirotiiiraatal 
ers whd dug.tmmels 
A3Qrbadwprkain Devon.' 


£> -9 


7 ' 




' V*. 1 / 
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Mike Rowbottom, 

in Paris, expects 
some high class 
athletics at the . 
world indoor 
championships 
which start tonight 

c - Paris in the spring sounds ait at-, ' 
tractive enough propagation for 
most people, but for todays top 
international athlete a Jittle- 
morg- is required to make the 
visit worthwhile. 

Two years ago, the charms of 
Barcelona proved insufficient to 
lure more than a handful of 
leading performers to the world 
indoor championships. That 
poor showing prompted the In- ' 
icmationa} Amateur Athletic 
Federation to perform a hasty 
salvage operation before the 
year's championships, which - 
start in the French capital today. 

Athletes who might have de- 
cided that getting absolutely 
right for the outdoor season was ' 
.< . their priority on such an occa- 
*.- sion cow have the inducement 
of prize-money . Every individ- • 
ual winner stands to make 
S50,000 (£3I4>00), while victo- 
rious relay teams share. out 
ShO.OOU; For more ambitious 
souls, the slakes were upped fit .. 
the end of last nfohtb wb the 
announcement- that anyone 
breaking s world record would 
cam a further $50,000. v.,* *: 

That prospect is likelytb be 
of particular interest to Haile 
Gebrselassie, who may well 
surpass his own 3.000 metre . 
marie of 7min 30.72sec given the 
strength of the field around him. 
The finc-up is due to indude the 
world 5.000m steeplechase 
champion, Moses Kiptanui. the 
1992 Olympic 5,000m charapi- ' 
on. Dieter Baumann, and Salab 
Hissou of Morocco, who indi- 
t cated last season that he might 
vet provide a serious challenge 
io the Ethiopian's supremacy 
ifum 3.000-10,000m. 

Others with more than a 


talents ready to run for their money 


FIVE MEDAL CONTENDERS TO FOLLOW IN PARIS 



■3-* is ' 



' WH im- , 1 

iSffi :;s . 



Wcftam B QuetTopf (ISOOin) • - . 

This 22-year-old Moroccan who has trained 
with his famous fellow countryman, Said Aoui- 
ta, has confirmed his huge talent this year 
with two world indoor records - 3min 
31 . 1 85BC for 1500 m and 3:48.45 for the 
mile. B Guerrouj, whose hopes of defeating 
NouredcCne MorceJi rn the Olympic 1500m 
final disappeared when he tripped and fell; 
has reccwered fidm injuiy and is mxfy to make 
a farther impact^. : 


Mary Peckor-Staney (ISOOw) 

The 38-year-old US athlete, who captured the 
headlines as a 14-year-old when she ran for 
her country against the Soviet Union in 1973, 
returned to top level action last weekend at 
the US trials where she recorded 4:03.08, 
the fastest time in the world far seven years. 
Her targets in Paris: a sutMmin ran and an 
18th world record. 


Halle Gebrsetasete (3,000m) 

The Olympic 10,000m champion has shown 
extraordinary range indoors this year, break- 
ing the world 5,000m record (12:59.04), run- 
ning 7:31.27 for 3,000 and 3:32.39 for 
1500. That versatility should see the 
phenomenal Ethiopian through a highly com- 
petitive event in Paris. 



Emma George (pole vault) 

The 23-year-oid Australian, once an acrobat 
in a children’s circus troupe named The Fly- 
ing Fruit Flies, has directed her natural agili- 
ty towards an event which makes its debut 
in major championships this weekend. 
George, who has the world indoor record of 
4.40m, has been in outstanding form out- 
doors recently, improving her world record 
from 4.45 to 4.50 to 4.55 in a matter of 
weeks. 


Wilson KipReter (800m) 

After the Kenyan-bom runner's frustration of 
not being able to run the Olympics because 
his Danish nationality had not been fully es- 
tablished, he gained a measure of consola- 
tion by running 1:41.83 at the end of the 
season, the third-fastest ever recorded. He 
is said to be saving himself for a big perfor- 
mance in Paris and Paul Ereng's world 
record of 1:44.84. set in 1989, appears well 
within Kipketer's capacity. 


passing interest ' in the -record 
bonus include WQson Kipketer, 
the Kenyan-bom 800m runner 
whose assmnpdoi&pf pa^h na- 
tionality came too late to allow 
him to rant th ' ja&- c $timiiie^s?. 
Olympics. He gained a measure 
of consolation soon afterwards 
by running the third fastest 
sbOm ever - 1:41.83 - a marie 
only Joachim Cruz of Brazfl and- 
Britain's world record holder 
Seb Coe have: bettered. That 
kind of ability means that the 
1989 world indoor record of 
Paul Ereng, 1:44.84. is at risk. 

Emma George, the Anstjalsm 
pole vauher who has raised her 
ouidoorworid record-twice in re- 


cent weeks, is another who loofc 
capable of settinganew marie al- 
though die would poly win half 
Ibestandarff record bonus be- 
.'.cause this rs^the first time the 
wornen’s evenr has been includ- 
ed in a world diampionRhip. 
j World records are not a pre- 
occupation for Britain’s team, 

, but medals of eveiy hue area re- 
alistic target. The main expec- 
tation of gold rests with Jamie 
Baulch. who has been invincible 
on the boards this season, tow- 
ering the 12-year-old British 
and Commonwealth 400m 
record to 45-39sec in the process. 
There are high hopes, too, for 
the high jump pair of Dalton 


.Grant --European in door cham- 
pion in Paris three years ago and 
always capable of rising to the big 
occasion - and Steve Smith, the 
Olympic bronze medallist, for 
whom the same is tree. 

The prospects of a medal in 
the 60ni for Jason Livingston, 
back in the British team after 
returning from a four-year dop- 
ing ban, improved yesterday 
with the news that Ato Boldon, 
the double Olympic bronze 
medallist in the sprints, had 
been forced to drop his plans of 
running the shorter distance as 
weD as the 200m because the 
schedule did not allow it. “It’s 
great news for me," Livingston 


said. “I feel confident and I'm 
veiy proud to be back and run- 
ning for Britain again." 

Livingston was well beaten by 
Boldon in Birmingham two 
weeks ago, where be admitted 
that he was "scared to death" as 
he lined up in his blocks along- 
side the Trinidad & Tobagp ath- 
lete. But Livingston was buoyant 
yesterday. "I'm a championship 
runner and when there is some- 
thing like a gold medal on the 
line I’m planning to pull it out." 

Boldon 's mood contrasted 
sharply. "I feel cheated out of 
the chance to double up," he 
said. "The championships are 
over three days but instead of 


a sensible spread, I would have 
to run five races on the first day. 
All three rounds of the 60 are 
tomorrow and after ihe final I 
would have to go back and run 
the semi-final of the 300. Per- 
haps I should have done a 
Michael Johnson and told them 
to change it for me," he added, 
referring to the way the 
Olympic 200 and 400m cham- 
pion arranged his challenge for 
a double in Atlan ta last summer. 

While the men’s 400m looks 
fike yielding a medal for Britain, 
the women's event could also 
prove profitable, although Phybs 
Smith will have to surpass her- 
self to make the top three in an 


evenllikefy to be dominated by 
the German runner Grit Breuef. 

The British captain. Sally 
Gunnell, also runs the 400m. but 
her most realistic medal chance 
is likely to be in the relay. The 
men's 400 relay team also look 
capable of winning a medal, per- 
haps the title itself. 

While Gunnell works to- 
wards a summer return to hur- 
dling. Colin Jackson - like her. 
a world champion in 1993 - is 
seeking to rediscover his best 
form after winter training free 
of injuiy. As Baulch's coach, 
Jackson is likely to have some- 
thing to celebrate in Paris even 
if he does not find top form. The 


withdrawal through injury of 
America's Olympic and world 
high hurdles champion, Allen 
Johnson, has dearly increased 
his chances, but Artier Garcia 
of Cuba has bad the heating of 
the Welshman in recent races. 

A change of heart by the se- 
lectors has provided Britain with 
another potential champion and 
likely medallist in Ashia Hansen. 
The Birmingham-based athlete, 
who has twice beaten the current 
world No 1 triple-jumper this 
season, was left out of the tea m 
for missing the trials. But she was 
allowed back in on appeal after 
daimingshe had not received of- 
ficial notice of her obligation. 


Catt back on the prowl 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

Sod's law dictates that selection 
alternatives always exist in the 
very areas in which they are least 
required. Jack Rowell, the Eng- 
land coach, yesterday named a 
squad of 27 for next weekend's 
Triple Crown match with Wales 
in Cardiff, tinkering with every . 
section of his side except the one 
that is most obviously failing to 
click: half-back. 

Rowell did not feel the need 
to expand his options at scnim- 
hulf because Austin Healey, a 
raw natural talent who has 
made such an impact at Leices- 
ter this season, is already in pole 
position for a fall internation- 
al debut at the Arms Park. If 
Healey gets his chance when the 
final line-up is announced on 
Tuesday, Andy Gomarsali will 
simply drop down to fill the gap 
<>rt the replacements' bench. 

The situation al stand-off is 
very different, however. Raul 
Grayson, the Northampton 
coo! kicker whose game showed 
renewed signs of vulnerability 
when the French applied seri- 
ous pressure during the second 
halt of last Saturday's Five Na- 
tions mutch at Twickenham, is 
a doubtful starter against the 
Welsh because of a tom mus- 
cle in his hip and that mild 
calamhv has left Row'ell with 


depressingly little room to 
manouevre. Indeed, he has de- 
cided against reinforcing the 
outside-half presence in his 
squad . mainly because no : one 
is fcidangdowtt tbe-door. • ■ ? 

Ales Kin$, of Wasps, had 
troubl es of to own in the A in- 
ternational with Fiance a week 
ago while Gloucester’s Mark 
Mapktoft is not considered 
ready to challenge for farther 
honours. That leaves Rowell 
' with Mike Catt and an uncom- 
fortable feeling of- dtfd vur, if 
Grayson fails to recover, the 
enigmatic Bath utility back will 
be back in the hot seat at a 
ground where England have 
had their fingers burned more 
often than anywhere else. 

■Although four forwards - 
John Malfett, Garaih Archer, 
Tony Diprose and Neil Back - 
have been whistled up, none can 
expect to taste action in Cardiff; 
Back, the Leicester open-side 
flanker, has the best chance, 
thanks to Richard Hill's contin- 
uing ankle problems. The other 
nesraancre are Wffl Greenwood, 
the Tigers centre, and Adedayu 
Adebayo, die Bath left-wing. 

The' Welsh, whose injury 
problems are considerablyTnore 
acute, have named a 26-strong 
squad featuring three locks. - '• 
Craig QuinnelL Mike Vqyle and 
Paul Arnold - who all have le- 
gitimate hopes of replacing 
Mark Rowley in the engine 


■ room. Rowley polled out this 
week after fracturing his left wrist 
while playing for Pontypridd. 

Meanwhile, England whittled 
down their World Cup Sevens 
squad to 12 in preparation for 
the tournament in Hong Kong 
in a fortnight. Six players - 
Lawrence Dali aglio, Tim Rod- 
her, Chris Sbeasby, Dove Scul- 
ly, Nick Beal and Adebayo - 
were in the victorious 1993 
title-winning; tide, but one or 
more may lose out when An- 
drew Hamman, the team man- 
ager, names his final 10 on 
Sunday week. 

ENGLAND MtEUMMARV SQUAD <* Watos, 


Saunders and 
Gilpin back for 
Varsity test 


Hard work for W Indies 


Hocke 



castlei. i Stok & thO k m (Bath), W Caritec 
(Hafeqwns), P da Gfawlle (Bart), T Uo- 
denrood (Newcastle) , PGray*» (Northamp- 
ton), A OonanaB (Wasps). J Gnscott 
(Bath), M Catt (Bath). A Haute* (UScesw). 
A Adebayo (Batfi). W Greacwrood (Leices- 
ter}. Forward* ft Rowntree (lercaster). M 
Regan (BnstoO, i Leonard (Haitewma). M 
Johnson (Lacesto). S Straw (ftrsictj. L DaJ- 
taapp (Waste), t Rodber (Northampton). R 
MV iSaracenw, D Sarfartta (Leex-aar). p 
Gmnfetg (GKMcaSUf). B Clarice ffheh- 
monJi, A Kpraao (Saracens), G Archer (New- 
casgai.JMtettrBasni.N stack (ieteesw). 

Team to-be announced on TuwtSay U 

Match. 

WM® SQUAD (v attend, CartW 15 Mareli 
X5J: BmRk N Jenkins iPontypndd], l Bm» 
rUanafiL Q Tbomas (Bridgend). W Proctor 
lUaneM, A B atema n (Richmond). M Paries 
(UorwflO, S Gibb* (Swansea), J Davies 
(Cantff). R Hanley (CareSS), P John (Pon- 
tjprtdd). PWMMK C Loader (Swansea), D 
Young (CanS®. L Mnstoe (CSafift), J Davtea 
(Nemh). $ John lUaneAQ. J Humphrays 
(CanUr. capo. B Jatedns. (Swmseaj. G 
UmaD)B(tlid> ¥ i«sLC<te*iaM<nc(inondL 
H Vcglft lUanea). P AmoM (Swansea), S 
WBnw (Neac;>). S Qttemdil (rachmono). H 
tafiot (Caalfl. D Mdnteab (Pontypridd). C 
Chants (CanW). - 

Sevens squad. Digest 



TONY COZIER 

reports from Kington, Jamaica 
West Indies 69-1 
v India 


The venue was Sabina Park but 
the exasperatingly slow, fea- 
tureless pitch meant that it 
might just as well have been 
Kanpur or Bangalore. 

The West Indies batted yes- 
terday after Courtney Walsh 
won the toss but, afteT a flour- 
ishing start by the openers Sher- 
win Campbell and Stuart 
Williams that raised 41 off the 
first trine overs, found timing and 
runs difficult to come by against 
accurate Indian bowling on the 
opening day of the first Test 

The next 19 overs to lunch 
yielded only 28 after Williams 
had his off stump plucked out 
by a cleverly disguised slower 


ball from Abey Kumvilla. Forty 
minutes into the second session 
the West Indies had advanced 
to 96 for 2 with Shivnarine 
Cbanderpau] unbeaten on 26 
but Campbell out for 40. 

When the former Durham 
opener attempted to force the 
pace he edged a catch to the 
wicketkeeper Nayan Mongia. 
cutting at tile left-arm spinner 
Sunil Joshi 

The Indian bowling has 
beea appreciably diminished 
by the shoulder injury that 
has forced their premier fast 
bowler, Javagal Srinath, out of 
the match and possibly the en- 
tire series. His place with the 
new ball was taken by Ku- 
ruviUa, a tall, slim bowler of 
slightly above medium pace 
who was making his lest debut 
fit the age of 28. 

He immediately settled in to 
the kind of length and line that 


Sussex statement today 


Sussex are to make a statement 
today amid reports that chairman 
Alan Caflyn is on the verge of re- 
signing. The county's secretary. 
Nigel Ben, would neither confirm 
nor deny that Caflyn has bowed 
to the intense aitirisa) of his han- 
dling of the county’s crisis. 

Caflyn's seven-year reign has 
come under fierce scrutiny since 
be said he believed the main rea- 


son for the mass exodus of top 
players from Hove was the “un- 
popularity" of the former captain 
Alan Wells. 

This sparked a furious re- 
sponse from Wells, now with 
Kent, while Martin Speight also 
criticised Caflyn after joining 
Durham last week and urged 
members to “‘rise up" and help 
bring about change. 


Indian bowlers of his ilk come 
to learn quickly, working on the 
similarly unsympathetic sur- 
faces in their country. His first 
eight overs cost him just 10 runs 
for the deserved return of 
Williams' wicket 
The more highly rated and 
experienced Venkaicsh Prasad 
twice found the probing edge 
of Campbell’s bat. but there 
was not sufficient life in the 
pitch for the ball to carry to the 
slips and instead boundaries 
resulted. 

, Williams’ exit and the placid- 
ity of the pitch seemed an ide- 
al cue for Brian Lara hut 
instead Chanderpaul emerged. 
He has struggled for touch 
since his return from Australia 
last month and found it difficult 
to get the hall a war. so did 
Campbefl, whose form has been 
equally suspect of late. 

LUNCHTIME SCOREBOARD 
Ora day; WeH (notes non toss 
WEST INDIES - Flnt tunings 

S L Campbell rw out .33 

S C WJmms b ADey Kuruvila 23 

S ChdnOOfpauf not out — 10 

Extras itel, n02) - 3 

Total (tar 1) 89 

FWfc 1-41. 

To tat: B C Lars. C L Hooper. R I C Htjoer. 
TJ R Murray. 1 R Bishop. F A Rose. CEL Am- 
oruse, -CA WateA. 

Bmriktg: Arasad L0-2-4&O huiwlb 

8- 3-10- L- humfcte B-2-1D-0; Josh 2-2 -0-0. 
INDIA: VV S Unman, N S Snlhu. fl S Drawl 
*S R Tendulkar. S Ganguly, M Azhanjddm. tN 
R Monpa, A KumUe, S Joshi. A KuruWia. B 
AVftasad, 

Mifrtres: S But*nor (Wli and M Known (Eng). 
TV raplay Umpire: J Gayle (W1). 

Match Referee: P van der Merwe (SAi. 


Blakeley back 
in business 
for Salford 

Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 


The rival coaches in tomorrows 
Silk Cut Challenge Cup quar- 
ter-final arc adopting different 
approaches to their two talent- 
ed stand-offs. 

Salford’s Andy Grcgoiy has 
no qualms over bringing back 
Steve Blakeley in place of lan 
Watson for his first match fol- 
lowing a groin operation - or 
over making him captain. 

“I don't know who came up 
with that expression about not 
changing a winning side." Gre- 
goiy saiii “Steve is a class plat - 
er and he has that extra yard of 
pace.' 1 * 

His Whrrington counterpart. 
John Dorahv. is treading eau- 
tiously in reintegrating the 
transfer-listed Great Britain 
stand-off. Icslyn Harris, into his 
side. Harris is again a substitute 
for the Salford game. “We have 
a fairly settled team and. w hilst 
lestyn" will improve with every 
game, he still has some im- 
proving to do before he is ready 
for a full game." Dorahy said. 

The St "Helens forw ard De- 
rek McVey will have a cast re- 
moved from a hairline crack in 
his wrist today an.d a decision 
will then be made on his fitness 
to face Keighley on Sunday. 


SPORTING DIGEST 




ier ihe BuMerts <*ent unoeaten m Feb- 
FUjr/. The monthly ptoyere' awanJ went 

*x Lehfjjnx rtuarti John V.’hrte. 

NBA: N*-» VOrt tOO 7wottP CJewterf 
irm TS.C^c.#\> 111 5ar. AnajwsCA W- 
:ni 92 KnvKMBO 88. PorJ VW L21 Phoe^a 
??• Oran -Jt Doras £5: nuuaon 90 
MF Strrnnomn lOb DWrf? 190. 






FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Wednesday's rasotts 

EUROPEAM CUP Qu*rMMW«t* flrtt teg 3 * * * 7 * * * * 12 £> 

1 H- Atkrtm Ihouo J^iBnaor" 
iwuiv^f^t-numa 2 

Vnj*- 6J. 1 lUPhrvcrt 

KJ. P«i>-..-v PiteriaotBl'w’ 1 *® 1 ■ 5cn '^ 1= i 

SI) bM-f-ni-, 1 < ait<ii 
« C48UMG WEMISBgff!. Ogi«» 
bill UBMUn 1 (VMoisfcfi G!r. I 1 "2: 
•V- fcL. A3pr. V*J tt Mria-SS-OUT' 

2-1. Pa.-im 5J. SZ. &5 : ■ 7 -- 

1 tow, ^ 

sa^tib : rc.-maw SS. ST-.B**- 

rr Sf K SaAnjtMiif, J 

‘aytm ; (fe-jatfir 3 1 S gecC 2V. 

w« Kii «rec e n x nte ^LtA(^ 

K'.rvn-.in OU 1 iMatofi' » ? < 

:v' r Bv*i fill, iiu*: 3 iSot/M-’ ty 
tri. Limn TO) 1 iluPV!** 

Bfftiqrrar: AZurr & t& npc * es **** 

Hr? jyi XI Q. 

Bmsseomwi£»ai*pre“ s *'5*|iWntt 

R.WT) 2 'T> Andersen S0 l2S2S£2 
60. Kur.-jifw 1 'Mer.MdSCi 

*><Kr, HMft S 33 -K. *;• 

e 

FA.IMBRO 

U icr^rtt ^iK^fsA O COMV* 6» « 

DR (*UHEKfi(X*£lK UeJtefld Wtetew Car 

1-, : *w^w-r. 2: Mr-gm 2 Ess-Y* 

O-JTT.l 

vmbond tenaacrt+n* '^aoa 

Til rr.vm i tuition 3 fwBteWrw®*: 
Phu. t JTW 2 Gnma I 


r LEflOUE PrMtfar DMttarc 


ai8Jesfi»»yOOiS(io»*»i- 

UO^SUSSEXCOlJNiyiSMUEnrttCM- 

tfaas'Jt^nrekOUnBWSDVlsG Puttpp 1 ** 
XStea sw. idhnMHtmUuvm fcwte 

SAnaar. no a Haw*** t - - 
WMSmUWffiNT IEABUE fbte DMttre: 
C>nwt-jy2ity2Fwr«ai.. 

. aesFOBT uwpg) oowtres Lg*ctg Pr»» - , 
mImi DMrioMB SpAbifUd 4 Mkilees te* - 



mtwtu ifl rpr c oim nES dll OW 

of 

AMsreoale U58 3 Mwram CoBwnre. L . . 
miSONEAS&m premter^ fitytetow ■ 

SjOmy Tsm « Haawei 1. 

JEWSOH WESSEX PMtyWWt 

SirSKtsjie> 



iqmz Bwatf akMtffiw a 


UoutiKWwin 0 Cnwton 1 Luton u tp 

swen 0 ’fooertwri (fc 5»«fcr 2 Bitttgi Cay 1. 

Cum Kraenol 1 Monad) 3: Oderi UM 2 
BnsioJ Ro«b» 0. 

FA V0UTH COP Fifth found; Leeds Itt 0 Trwv 
men Rqubs 0. 

StekMSH LEMUE:R*(d Wecama 2 iKhmoMC 
49, CudMfine B6) SeoH a 


FtoattnB 

NATIONWKIC FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST (NVTSXW 

I .Bmatey vShaffaid UW C7-45) 

WORD DIVISION ‘ 

Cambridge UM » Colctwstsr (T-4S) 

i JEWSO N WESSEX. LEAGUE: E89M0I * 
Oospon Btm&> (7J30L . 

HMtP. LAGER LEAGUE OF IRELAND CUP 
' Q uMt te-temteiBohOTBnsvStPartcysAlh- 
tota: (730); WBWtert • 0rog«ta <7-451. 

Rugby League 

PRSENDUft CariWbrtl v VHflan (7^Jt. 

Other sports 

gdWiS r En^sti Women's Hatmnai moor 
Cnampionsnip (VtetiL 


national de- 
*e under-21 
amoionsWp 
Switzerland 
Tcnger Thier- 

. . - 84. 

HobdersfieW player Simon Collins yes- 
terday birred Second Division Pty- 
moutfi far £50,000. 7t» 23-jeaMjfd s 
Mick Jones’ fast signing as Plymouth 

caretaker manager. 

Frank Brennan, defender In Newcastle 
United's famous post-war team, has 
died, aged 72. The Gfas$w-bom oen- 
ti&half made 347 appearances far New- 
castle. 

Golf 

Stain's Lee Westwood set a course 
record _wth an eign-under-par 6* on 
the opening day of the Malqrsian 
Open yesterday. Westwood had eight 
birdies and no dirpped shots. 

David A Russell, hoping Ms battle 
against chest cancer has been won, 
holed in one at the 16th in the open- 
ing round of the Moroccan Open in 
Agadfc kt helped him to a three- under- 
par 69, jtBt two shoe off the lead. Rus- 
sell trails AustraBan leader Stephen Man 
and sjust one shat adrift of the Amer- 
ican Bob May, South Africa's Clinton 
Wbitetew and Scot Andrew Coitart. 
MALAYSIAN OPEN (ttaate Lumpur) Ft* 
reuxiMLWesteciodlUw; 08 L Saber tUS), 
Ci<cCBlmfUS(,-aaMlifemat(S«g),CLar- 
rafc Wot); 69 M Cwmmews). S Gem (Aus). 
Da (&W. P McGaVey 1WL 
MOROCCAN OPEN (A0Mh) First Hound 
07 S AKsn (Are). 88 B hfajr (US). AOfidait 
ISco), QttWetew, ISA): 09 Wayne Wcaner 


BHmSH AEROSPACE UHJBt-lB SCHOOLS 



RACING RESULTS 


CHAMPIOHSWP (NOten Keynes) Nmtante 
l Bromagme 2. TwcaEter Grammar 0 Chd ■ 
rencem La*BS 2; Bromsgnw 2 Cooper's 
Coburn a Ch£*enham Ladles 3 Newtenos O; 
CoopeCsCOOum 3 ’fedaster Grammar Q;Qwl- 
feVwm latitof. 0 Brtms&we 3: 2 

CoooWs Cobum ft Bmm s go re 6Taocasor 
Grammar O; Cooper's Cobum 1 cneitenriani 
Ladies H Taocaster Grammar 0 NnAamts A. 
final ptBMi^r 1 Biamwjoua 12 pa. 2 Chel- 
tenham Lames 7 pis. 3 Newtands G pts. 4 
Copper's CGoum 4pts. S TadcasierOprs. 

Ice Hockey 

ML: HanfCMd 2 Ca|0» ft BiJfao « PCsb^tyi 
2: Phoert* 3 Honda &. Colorado 1 Monoeel 
3: Na* Jwsey3 EhBadttpha 1- Toronto 4De- 
troH 4 ton: 6a*as 3 Sr Lous ft Vanoouicr 1 
Chicago 1 (01): Anehren A Ottawa 1, 
SUPBUEASUE pfaqHrife 0nm A: NencaSOe 
Owes 3 Manchester Storm Q. 


Ru^iy League 

The St George Chatman, Waren LocA- 
wood, was yesterday elected to chair- 
man of the New South Wales Rugby 
League. The Queensland rugDy league 
boss John McDonald has bean ap- 
pointed interim chairman and the po- 
sition wifi be tfscussed on 8 April. 

Rugby Union 

ENGLAND SECOND PREUMINAHY SQUAD 
(tor WMM Cop Sevens). Backs: A Adebayo 
(Bath). N Beat (Nonnampmnl. U Catt 
(Bath). W Gr e enw ood (Leicester). A Heatey 
aetoan^.SItotea'IWW.DScteblWete- 
fold). J Ste tf ithot M O (BWh). Fonwmtes M 
Backftmcfisted. Ltw»fflow«>s.racq. 
TBodtrar ff M»a »»*er ft . CSWutOv IWaptL 
Raannee. aa stwfty: N Gareenstodl 
(wasps), ft H» tSeraoens), RJeokfa* iHar- 
lequms). 


CARLISLE 

2JD0: X. ANSURO AGAIN (P Nnfiti) 11 1; 

Z MreRobtaren frj; 3. Ptrafrembfcm 10 

1. 12 ren. 2-1 fair Parade Racer (5th). nk. 

’/•. (Mis M Rsueley. Saltbum). Tote: £1 «j00: 
£330. CL 70. £3.00. Ouat Fancasc £5 9.90. 
Computer Strain Forecast £67JZ3.TncBSt: 
£850.09. Tro- £143^0. Non Runner Peb- 
ble Beech. 

2L30; JL CHILL WIND (M Fcsser) 5-2: 2. 
Pmitah 2-1 tsar, 3. Croure-N-Haatber 6-X 

7 ran. i*. 14. (N Bycffift. Brandsbyl. Tot* 
£3.60: 11-60, £1,80. W: £430. CSF: 
£7^5. 

aOO: X. ARDRJNA (A Dobbin) 4-1; 2. Into 
The Went 2-1 fair 3. Nreajrar 33-1- 1£ ran. 
la. 6. IF Muipny. Middehami. Tote: £5.10: 
£2.50. £1.70. £5 BO. DF: £8.00. CSF: 
£1X59. TWO: £160-30 (pool at £63-49 at 
Sandonr 3A5 today). Nfr. LansnO. 

SJSO: 3- KENMORt-SPEED (Riehanl 
Guest) 7-4; 2. Sotomon's Dancer 4-7 1 w: 
3. NQmry 33- 1. 4 ran. 13, 12. (Mis S Smith, 
arete »- Totec £2.70- DF; £140. CSF; 
£257. 

4.00: 1. VWLLBLSSAILS n JartteKi 8-1; 
2 . Enchanted Cottatfo 9-4 tor. 3. Pappe 
Charfle 9-1. 13 raa. 2. E. ft. Uingo. Car- 
ruthersown). Totec £3.00; £2.50. 0.60. 
£230. DF: £17.ia CSF; £23.79. tnease 
£15737. Tna £56.50. 

AM 1- NORTHERN squm tECnOt&iarO 
7-4 far, 2. CaBMh Boy 7-2; S. Acajou » 2- 
1. 4 ran. I’A, 26. 0 Jeffeison. Mahon). Tote; 
£2.00. DF: £330. CSF: £733. 

BJ30; 1, UNWOOD (A Dobbin) 11-10 tav; 

2 . romtenver 2 - 2 ; 3. SWeHySWeU-i 

12 ran, 9, 3. (G RWwrts, &Bysw*ei. Tote; 
£2.70; £1.10. £140. £350. DF: 12.70. CSF: 
£3.47. Trar. £5.ia 

ptacepot £25430. ftredpot: £29.70. 
PtaM ft £132.82. Plow ft £2531 


TOWCESTBR 

230:1. WINTER ROSE (KHKOen) 10-1: 
2. Ardent Lore 11-4 lav. 3. Hancock &1. 
15 ran. Vb. 7. Akss P WWW. leo bury). Tore: 
£11.70: £230. £130. £250. Dial Ftxecasc 
£18.70. Computer Strain ftwcssc £3533. 
Tncast £i73-ffi. Tno: £43.00. 

230: LHMOF PRAISE U Osooma) 4- 
5 taw: 2. M 40 T Nova »)-l: 3. Baltydougan 
50- L 12 ran. 7;. 1 2. 10 Sherwood. Upper 
Lambwmi. Tnta: £2.20; £130. £2.00. 
£8.60. Dual Forecast: £16.20. Computer 
Strain Forecast: £2104. Tno: £56.70. 

330: L TEAP1ANTER (Mr B Podochl 8 
13 far. 2. FkkSera Pfte 7-1; 3. Lmriga Cu- 
ter 7-1. 7 ran. 3, rtSL (Mas C Sau nacre, 
Nonnamcsoni. Tata: £1.70: £1.10. £1.80. 
Dual FOracase £350. OomputerSsraijjxFara- 
cast: £5.49. 

330: L KONVEK7A QUEEN U Osborne) 
54; 2. Luty M0I Shedr &S tav; 3. KattlM 
7-1. 9 ran. 5, 8. (0 Sherwood. Upper Lam- 
boum). Tote: £230; £1X0. £1.40. £1.60. 
IXcv Forecast £l- 7a Compw£rSlra 57 » 
cast £239. Tno: £230. Her. Runner VWm 
Mage. 

430: £. CARLMGPORD LAKES U Cuta- 
ty) 3-1 fav, 2. Slmpaon 7-3; 3. Holy Stteg 
7-1. 9 ran. sfe-ho, IV:. (T Thomson Jones. 
Upper Lamboum). Tote: £3.60: £1.20. 
£2.10. £1.70. Dual FofBcasr £830. Cem- 
puter Sftaiga Foreeasc £1333. Tncast 
£60.39- Tno: £27.00. 

430: X. WASSL STREET (N Wdhamsvil 
6-4; 2. Harteqofai Cbonn 11-8 fev. 3. Sim- 

pty 4 - L 4 ran. sm-bd. 18 . (K Mo^n, Maion 
Mow bf%). Tata £2.40. Dual Rwetat 
£ 2 . 40 . CSF; £ 330 . 

J*c*pot £7.100.00 (pan won, pool of 
£567.73 canted foreard to Sandown today), 
teaeepat £11.00 Qmdpot £430. 

Ptace ft £1X95. Place & £6.51. 


WINCANTON 

240: XTA1ATHATH (P jonnscni 2-1 j: to.- 
2. Samuel Scott 9-2; 3L Nordance Prince 
13-2. 17 ran. 2-1 p far.- Quality ratn». 7. 
(D techokom. Tote: £3 00: £X30. £2 20. 
£2.10. DF. £10.00. CSF £ll Si. tno: 
£14.70. 

2.40: X FULL OF BOUNCE rT Dascamw: 
33-X 2. Fraser Island 11-6 lav: 3. Trust 
Deed 33-1 10 ran. 2X3 (RHodgesi Tote: 
£23.80: £330 . 1 LAO. £2.80 DF; £23. 1C* 
CSF: £74.06. Tna: £238.60 'bar Min. 000* 
of £18X54 to Sandown 3 45 lodayl 
3.10: X SENOR EL BETRUITI iG Bratfc . 

15- 8; 2. Hawaiian Youth 7-4 fav: 3. Fbols 
Errand 6- X 5 ran. IV- 13. iMrs Susan Nod ■ 
TotE £2.70: £X70. £1.10. DF- £3.40 CSF- 
£5.10. 

3AO-. L NORTHERN STARLIGHT i4 PRV- 
Cofl U-10 tec 2. Ftytns Fiddler 9-J XMor- 
stack 5-1. 4 ran. i : .,. iVl Pipe'. Tote: 
£X80. OF: £2.10. CSF: £3.67. 

400: X RYMIHG CUPLET 'Mr L Jerk'S* 
6-X-a WM Huston 13-8 far. 8 Young Brave 
5-2. G ran. l».-s 3V. IM Tndto)!. Tolec £7 10. 
£2-50. £1.10. DF. £5.60. CSF: £14.53. 
440: X COUNTRY TARQUH iT ftBWmOo* 

16- X 2. Spring Hebe 30-1: 3. Etitefaalll • 
2: 4, Daring Kfeg 20 X 20 ran. 7-2 i.t. 
Oueltiue Chose. 3, (R Hoogesi. Toio; 
£9.10: £X80, £4.10. a«. £4.70 OF: 
£136.00. CSF: £292 39. Traasn £1^45 5i. 
Tna £1,4«4.00. 

SJftXWJKWDIlR JCTrson. 9-X 2. Rfafi 
Of Vtefcm 16- X 3. Kethrick 14-1. 17 ran. 
5-2 fav Emmn'unefO litfit. ^ 1- ■L.-nJ, 

Herrns). Tote: £10.90: X5.40. £3 20. 
£3.70- DF: £222.50. C5F: U3J-0S. 7nc- 
£333.70 man non. pool of £376.00 to 
Sanoown 3.45 rodayi. 
ptacepot £22.30. quadpot iii.so. 
Pteea a « r.99 Place s: £2 6^7. 
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European Cup 

Glenn Moore on how United have 
learnt their lessons, page 26 


Gascoigne 
set for new 

deal at Ibrox 


Football 

ALAN NIXON 

Rangers have confirmed they 
arc sei to open talks with Paul 
Gascoigne about a new contract 
after speculation that the mid- 
fielder would return to England. 
Rangers' vice-chairman. Don- 
ald Findlay, said that negotia- 
tions will begin soon regarding 
a deal which would keep the 29- 
year-oJd ai fbrox. 

Eve non hope to complete the 
E5m transfer of Slaven Bilic to- 
day, leaving West Ham angry 
about the loss of their Croatian 
international centre-half. 


Evenon's chairman, Peter 
Johnson, offered Btlic a deal 
yesterday, exploiting an escape 
clause in his contract which said 
that he could move if an offer 
over £2L5m was made for him. 

Chelsea have approached 
Manchester City with a bid to 
sign Phter Beagrie. Ruud Gul- 
lit has approached City with the 
request to take the left-winger 
on loan for the rest of the sea- 
son. Chelsea have also signed 
the former Manchester United 
and England full-back Paul 
Parker until the end of the sea- 
son as defensive cover. 

The Costa Rican interna- 
tionals ftudo Cesar Wine hope 


Scottish League 
may stay the same 


Reconstruction' of the Bell's 
Scottish League is looking in- 
creasingly unlikely following a 
meeting of the League's man- 
agement committee yesterday. 

The committee decided at a 
recent meeting to back the 
First Division clubs' proposal of 
a three-division set-up of lb-12- 
12. But, although the matter is 
still on the agenda of the 
League's annual meeting on 30 
May. a number of Premier Di- 
vision clubs are known to be 
against the idea. 

“The League's secretary, Pe- 
ter Donald, said: "The debate 
continues to assess whether or 
not (here would be a sufficient 
number of dubs to support the 
idea. The First Division dubs 
have been asked over the next 
week or two to assess the situ- 
ation and report back." 

Hibernian will be lifted by the 
return from suspension of their 
midfielder Pat McGinlay for to- 
morrow's Premier Division 


fixture against Dunfermline at 
Easier Road. The match is a re- 
arranged game, with both sides 
having suffered early Tennents 
Scottish Cup exits. 

McGinlay is available again 
after missing four games 
through suspension following a 
red card against Dundee Unit- 
ed at Taanadice. His return is 
a lift for his manager. Jim 
Duffy, who still has a number 
of players out injured, includ- 
ing Graeme Donald. John 
Hughes, Rab Shannon. Gordon 
Hunter. Shaun Dennis and 
Andy Dow. 

Dennis may make the Dun- 
fermline match, while Chic 
Chamley should shake off a 
knock and Jamie McQuilken is 
lit. The striker Barry Lavety, on 
the way back after six months 
out because of a virus, scored 
in another comeback match on 
Monday, but Duffy says it is too 
early to include him in his first- 
team plans. 


and Mauricio Solis have signed 
for Derby County. Wanchope, 
a striker, and midfielder Solis 
both signed three-year con- 
tracts and expect to be available 
for their debuts on 22 March. 

Tony Ye bo all has asked for a 
transfer from Leeds, although 
his manager George Graham 
insisted he has “no problems” 
with the Ghanaian striker. Gra- 
ham said yesterday: “That is 
news to me. I know nothing 
about this and I don't know 
where these acnies come from." 

The League Managers' As- 
sociation will take no action 
against Leicester's manager 
Martin O’Neill about remarks 
made in the dub programme to- 
wards his Filbert Street suc- 
cessor, Mark McGhee, now in 
charge of Wolves. 

O'Neill had written that he 
hoped Leicester fans would 
forgive another of his succes- 
sors. Villa's manager Brian Lit- 
tle - but he followed that by 
writing: “However, wbat you 
wish to do if and when Mark 
McGhee visits us with Wolver- 
hampton Wanderers is at your 
own discretion." The LMA 
chief executive, John BarnwelL 
said: “We have spoken to Mar- 
tin O'Neill and we are satisfied 
that nothing serious was in- 
tended by his comments." 

Brighton's manager Steve 
Gritt's efforts in hauling the dub 
towards safety have been re- 
warded with the Third Division 
Division manager of the month 
award for February. 

Reading have parted com- 
pany with the Bulgarian World 
Cup goalkeeper Borislav Mik- 
hailov six months before his con- 
tract was due to end. 

Newcastle, who have oper- 
ated without a reserve side this 
season, will have four teams 
next terra; the first XI, a reserve 
side, plus a team in the North- 
ern Alliance and a junior XI. 
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Thursdays solution 
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ACROSS 

I Sick, without quest ion - 
that's understandable t4» 

3 The croc 1 shot with a re- 
bounding bullet (8) 

10 Sceine everything prepared 
for bridge 1 5.2 3,5) 

I I Mistakenly reports receiv- 
ing gold antique reptile PM 

12 Crude Frenchman runs into 
confusion |4) 

13 Dislike of French agents on 
radio (7) 

15 Metallic animal knocked 
making a clattering i ft) 

17 Silent screen star working 
to add to incomplete por- 
trayal of poet (b) 

19 Yoii'U see the tins flapping 
in this type of material? (71 

20 island in the blue, we hear 
(■*> 

21 Result? 20-0 recalled the ul- 
timate in discomfiture (9) 


24 One unusual prank 1 no- 
ticed around capital of Ra- 
jasthan? (6.4.5) 

25 Fruit left in mostly warm 
oven (8> 

2b Deeply involved in relief 
work, embracing mfllions 
14) 

DOWN 

1 Space shot needing help, 
we hear - exciting mission? 

' (S) 

2 Whit to understand, having 
received edition of Bible |5) 

4 Acquire fashionable girl 
with sex-appeaJ ( 7 ) 

5 Struggling with a concept 
and not finding the bot- 
tom? (3. 2,4, 3) 

6 Malicious sprite's energy 
going into causin' lameness 
19 ) 


7 Bound to be a little tight 
i.e. drunk (4) 

S Guess it's no colder at 
night? fl. 4.2.3.41 

9 Delirious, embraced by a 
Parisienne. haring clothes 
rumpled? (6) 

14 Henry's placed in uncon- 
ventional kids' home in part 
of Saudi Arabia (9) 

16 Soldiers involved in wager 
had moved fast (S) 

15 Numbers on court case 
needing a breather? (7) 

19 Knowing about musical 
work ^piano) supplied by 

22 Independent's vague about 
nothing, in a manner of 
speaking (5) 

23 Shelf in hall 1 set up (4) 




ill 


FRIDAY 7 MARCH 1997 • THET? 

FA CUH 

Matt Tench on Chesterfield’s 
brush with feme, page 26 . 








Michael Jordan, of the Chicago Bulls (left), battles with San Antonio Spurs’ Greg Anderson during the NBA game: in Chicago- The BuOs, 
playing without the suspended Dennis Rodman, won 111-69 - ■ "• . • Photograph: Scott OlsotVReQter 

Standing start for Hill England 


Motor Racing 


Damon Hill would be especial- 
ly displeased with anyone who 
suggested that he had hit rock 
boil om since leaving Williams. 
He is sensitive about being the 
butt of any jokes as he had noth- 
ing to sit upon in his build-up to 
the Australian Grand Prix. The 
world champion's specially de- 
signed seat for his new Arrows- 
Yotnaha car did not appear on 
schedule in Melbourne. 

Arrow’s technicians were 
faced with ihe prospect of hav- 
ing to build him a new one in 
case the original failed to arrive. 

The scat, which is moulded 
to suit each individual driver “is 
one of the most important parts 
of the car." according to the Ar- 
rows technical director. Frank 
Dernie. “ Damon cannot race 
without one. that’s for sure." he 
added perceptively. 

Apparently, it usually takes 
about three hours to build a new 
scat, and as Dernie pointed out: 
"The trouble is when you make 
a new one, you never.get it right 
first time." Three fittings is ap- 
parently the bottom line. 


The problem is the last thing 
Hill would have wanted as he 
prepared to launch the defence 
of his Formula One title. 

Htli, who signed for Arrows 
in a £43m deal after being 
ejected by Wiliams, saw his pre- 
season testing hit by a series of 
technical problems and as he 
went into the opening event he 
was not expected to be among 
the front-runners this year. 

Damon Hill is rated at 16-1 
by William Hill to end the for- 
mula One season without a sin- 
gle championship point. Hills 
makf the champion 66-1 to re- 
tain his title, with Jacques Vfl- 
leneuve the 4-6 favourite. 

Michael Schumacher, who 
won the world title twice when 
with Benetton, was not expect- 
ing to be absolutely flying 
around the street circuit in a 
Melbourne park either, pre- 
dicting, his Ferrari would make 
a slow start to the season. “We 
won’t be able to win races in my 
view, not right from the begin- 
ning anyhow," he said. 

ifipuhluheJ by Newspaper FuMs&aig PLC, 
Albans Road. Watford 


The 28-yeax-oki German has 
set his sights on earning enough 
points during the early rounds 
to stay in touch with the lead- 
ers in the hope of mounting a 
challenge later in the year. 

“We should be able to get on 
the podium in the first couple 
of races,” Schumacher said be- 
fore embarking on the first of- 
ficial practice session. “1 am sure 
that we will be competitive at 
certain times and 1 am hoping 
that we won’t have lost too many 
points [by then]." 

VUleneuve bas emerged as 
the driver to beat after 
WHUams-Renault promoted 
him after dispensing with Hill 
for this season. VUleneuve, run- 
ner-up to Hill last year, said he 
hoped other drivers would also 
emerge as potential rivals. 

• "I hope it’s going to be head- 
lo-bead with many more drivers 
than just Michael, because it's 
more fun, "said VUleneuve, who- 
was also second behind HH1 in 
last year's Australian Grand Prix 
on his debut in formula One. 


bear Brearley in 




Mike Brearley, the former Eng- 
land captain, is preparingto put. 
the current international crop 
of players in the best frame of 
mind for their Ashes challenge 
this summer. 

Bfoarley, now 54, practises as 
a psychoanalyst and is ’ ’ 
seen as a vital part of F.n g,. —.. 
preparations for the visit 
the Australians this summer, 
is. being employed* oh a i 
basis, by the England and 
Cricket Board, who are-keen 
use his professional stills and 
experience in crickeL . • 

- One of Breariey^s-tasks wffl 
be to help deal with players’ per- 
sonal problems that they n 
feel unable to discuss with 
team management. " 
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Why do more people go back to Cyprus than anywhere else in the Med? 
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